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NORIUND HAILS RECENT MOSCOW CONFERENCE AS STEP 
TOWARD UNIT! IN WORLD COMMUNISM 


Following is a translation of an article by lb Norlund entitled, 
M A Significant Step Toward Promoting Unity/ 1 in the Danish- 
language daily organ of the Danish CP, Land og Folk (Land and 
People), Copenhagen, 26 March 1965, p 7 # 


The recent communique from the Moscow meeting of 19 
Communist Parties has received world-wide attention as one of 
the declarations that will play a significant role in the 
future of the international labor movement. 

The reasons why the bourgeois press Is trying hard to 
disparage the importance of the resolutions passed are ob¬ 
vious. All the comments that the communique contains "empty 
words" and "general remarks" try to hide a poorly concealed 
irritation that the meeting did not end in the cha09 or the 
explosion they had predicted. Anyone who knows about the 
Coimunist movement and its stand on problems can see that the 
contents of the oommunlque are important and significant, both 
in its political evaluations and in its practical suggestions. 
No special political knowledge is needed to grasp the signifi¬ 
cance of the fact that agreements were reached as a result of 
Joint initiative on the part of a wide selection of Communist 
Parties which have been known to differ on questions of 
methods of procedure and other matters. 

What the deliberations in Moscow mean is, quite simply» 
that a first step ha9 been taken in a common effort to re¬ 
establish unity in the Communist movement. This in itself * B 
a significant step forward in a period in which developments 
appear to be In the direction of weakening solidarity among 
the Communist Parties and in which different viewpoints of 
individual parties are often exaggerated in an unnecessary 
f a 9 hl on. 
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Toward an Internatlonal Conferanoa 

The communique sate a clear oourae toward a new inter¬ 
national oonference of Communist Parties. 3uoh a conference 
"conducted with oonslderatlon of the equal rights and inde¬ 
pendence of eaoh party" would be the only forum oapable of 
speaking for the whole movement and of evaluating the new 
problems existing in the world today. This oonferenoe oould 
re-establish party unity based on the preoepts of Marx and 
Lenin and on previous joint resolutions. 

There were Communist Parties that sent no representa¬ 
tives to the Kosoow deliberations. This is regrettable and 
demonstrates that there are still many problems to be over¬ 
come before unity Is attained. These problems require 
prolonged purposeful work. We observe with satisfaction that 
the communique offers a dear, united political position and 
expresses a deliberate striving toward unity. 

The present situation stresses the necessity for 
unity In the Communist movement. Though the general direction 
of events continues to be toward an Increased strengthening 
of socialist foroes over Imperialist forces, it Is beoomlng 
Obvious that new aggressive attaoks from reactionary groups 
are ocmblned with hopes of utilizing disagreement in the 
Communist movements. The foroes of war and reaction oan be 
swept aside, but only If the aotlon is taken unanimously. 

The communique emphasizes the Importance of this: "For 
a successful fight against Imperialism, a union of all the 
revolutionary forces of our time — the socialist fellowship, 
the national independence movement and the International 
working class — is of deolslve importance." But it also 
adds* 


"Consideration of a union of all these foroes requires 
a confirmation of the unity of the world Communist movement." 

It may seem obvious to many Communists that inter¬ 
national solidarity on the basis of ocmmon ideals constitutes 
the oore of broader solidarity among all progressive foroes, 
it is valuable to stress this idea again. In some of the 
reoent resolutions on International solidarity, this under¬ 
standing appears to have been pushed into the background. 

The Wav Toward Unity of Aotl ai 

In the declaration of the meeting, these words are 
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emphasized: 


“The participants expressed their conviction that the 
forces unifying tha Communist Parties are far strcnger than 
those which momentarily divide them. 11 

The reactionary forces may read that as a warning. At 
the 9ame time it expresses the point of departure for efforts 
to strengthen unity. The cttnmunlqus says the following on 
this subject: 

"Even when there are disagreements about the political 
line and many Important problems of theory and tactics, it is 
possible and necessary to achieve unity of aotion in the fight 
against imperialism, in giving total support to the peopled 
Independence movement, in the fight for world peace and 
peaceful coexistence between states with different social 
systems -- regardless of whether the countries concerned are 
large or small — and in the fight for the vital interests 
and the historic goal of the working classes. Common actl on 
in. the at ruggle for these common g oals 1 a the sur6 way t o 
overcome exl sting dl sag reement . M 

The Danish Communist Party can be content with this 
method of treating the problem, since we have long stated in 
International discussions that the way toward full re¬ 
establishment of the unity of the movement must be through 
unity of acti on , Joint activity in concrete cases. We have 
said that it must be part of the scope of international 
meetings to promote such unity of action. Therefore it is 
encouraging that the meeting of the 19 Parties also employed 
this method in their common stand on the Viet Nam problem. 

Preparatl ons For a New Int 6rnatl onal Meeting 

New conditions in the world obviously create new 
requirements for the world Communist movement, including 
new forms of co-operation. It is not surprising that in 
preparing for th6 new international meeting, it is necessary 
to use new methods of procedure to deal with current problems 
that as we know are not without difficulty. As far as methods 
of procedure are concerned, it is particularly new to have 
a consultation of representatives of all the 81 Parties which 
participated in the meeting in I960 before invitations are 
issued to the next international meeting. This idea has not 
been suggested as a compromise but is — in its undeniable 
complexity — a deliberate attempt to adapt forms to complex 
conditions. 

The fact that no date has been set for the new meeting 
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means only that dates will arise during the general prepara¬ 
tions, a perfectly understandable and desirable oircumstanee 
taking everything into consideratlon. It must be hoped that 
all positive foroes will rally arcund so that developments 
are promoted in the direction of unity as soon as possible. 

It i's also with satisfaction that we note that 19 
Parties agree to "stop the open debate between brother parties 
that has had suoh an unfriendly and insulting nature," while 
at the same time "considering it useful to ocntlnue the 
exohange of opinions on the Important problems of our time 
of general Interest in a friendly fashion without mutual 
recriminations." This corresponds to views our party has 
expressed in international dlsousslons. An Important contri- 
butlon to promoting developments toward unity might be made 
by the consulting participants in the preparatory meeting in 
the form of suggestions for ways in whloh this debate oould 
be oarrled on. 

The communique doses by expressing conviction that 
the meeting of the 19 Parties "will find a positive response 
in brother parties." How quickly developments toward unity 
in the Communist movement can be promoted depends on the 
activity and strength of this response — and on it rests the 
decisive support for the great struggle of the people in our 
time. 
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FETTERSEN COMMENTS ON POINTS RAISED IN RECENT BROSTIGEN ARTICLE 


Following is a translation of an article by Arne Pettersen 
entitled "Some Remarks on a CorrEnentary ,, in the Norwegian- 
language daily newspaper of the Norwegian CP, Friheten 
(Freedom) Oslo, 25 March 1965, page 2 


Vhut XV? was and is in reality and in the popular imagination ar two 
widely different tilings. In my opinion Brostigen has not been able to dis¬ 
tinguish between these two things. 

What NCP was and is, is apparent from the party’s standpoints and espe¬ 
cially from its own actions. These can of course be differently evaluated, 
also by members of NCP. We must all expect that. But we cannot go to such 
extremes and mix together fantasy and reality as Brostigen did in his first 
article [See Translations on International Communist Developments No. 700, 

JPRS: 29,205] It looks as if Brostigen has understood. His last article 
may express that. 

lirostigen hns one evaluation of some questions and I for one have 
another. It may in p.'Tt be due to the fact that ve have different buses of 
experience. 

Nov, the day before tho national congress it may not serve any purpose 
to enter into a discussion in the paper. A more thorough appraisul of the 
questi-ns that have been brought up must be made later, probably by others — 
at least by several. I offer i few words nevertheless. 

Tho conflict at the formation of the party in 1923 was not SO much 
concerned with the right to shape the party's (i)NA*s) policies independently 
but mther whether LX A should remain in Comintern as a Marxist part} r and ac¬ 
knowledge th© principles of proletarian internationalism as they were formula¬ 
ted by Lenin, correctly according to the conditions at the time. 

The "confusion" about the non-aggression pact between the Soviet Union 
hjwI Germany is worth looking into more closely. Lippe's reply to Birkoland 
:ankes a contribution. 

Tho 9 4i pril complex looms large and it is obvious that Brostigen knows 
little about tho stand of the Communists on the resistance fight prior to 



Hiller's attack on the Soviet Union* That is perhaps not his ovn fnult. Only 
such a simple thing as that the party's principal organ Arbeideren (The Worker) 
vas the first Norwegian paper to be banned by the Gestapo tells something 
different from that which is being said about NCP's attitudes at that time. It 
is hoped that before too long there will be available a documented account of 
the attitude of the party and its fight against the German occupants and their 
Quislings, beginning 9 April, It will show that there is no basis for presenting 
tho party as more confused and wavering than the other Norwegian parties during 
the April days, Vrhat can bo rend these days in all the country's papers about 
NUA's (Labor Party) and the bourgeois parties' behavior should iu itself suffice 
to prove it. But of course thnt docs not acquit the party of also having made 
mistakes. The difference is only that while tho mistakes of the other parties 
have been hushed up the entire press of the bourgeoisie QJid of SNA has for many 
years made up outright faixy tales about NCP's attitude at that time. The 
presentation of proof for this must for reasons of space be left out until later. 
But this much can be said nov. The myth about NCP's unnational attitude will 
be buried os soon as the truth comes to light. 

That the party's politics during tho Comintern period was drafted in 
Moscow is of course true as far as the brood outline is concerned. After all 
it continued, as a member of the Communist International, SNA's main line was 
by rind by drafted farther vest as its international contacts moved. But the 
party governed NCP's concrcto politics itself, and thnt completely after the 
Comintern congress in 1935, (Unfortunately entirely too few know about its 
resolutions), 

Thore was conflict about NCr's line in foreign politics at the formation 
of NATO, aorae wanted a treaty of friendship and support vith the Soviet Union 9 
others a non-aggression pact with one form or another of Norwegian neutrality. 
That XCP was unable to carry its line to victory cannot he bliuned on NCP in a 
situation where the antiCommunist propaganda hno pulled all the stops. 

The consequences of the Stalin period as regards the negative attitude 
of the Norwegian people toward XCP is indeed a reality. But the reverse for 
the party came prior to the "party settlement". The reverse has little or no 
connection with the characterization of those subsequently expelled as 
"bourgeois nationalists" otc. The "party settlement" was itself more a rosult 
of the reverse in the 1949 election which deprived NCP of all 11 representa¬ 
tives in the Storting. It is necessary to clarify the entire causal relation — 
ship here. 

All those questions are primarily questions for historians. Vhon tho 
matters are clarified it will be possible to render tho final verdict. NCP 
has nothing to fear here. It should therefore encourage a historic investiga¬ 
tion itself, 

Tho question of the connection botveen the strugglo for democracy at 
the place of work and tho attitude toward increase in production and growing 
productivity also needs too much space to be discussed now. But it is a 
matter of course obvious that here is no proof vliatevor for the notion that 



the party's politics should contain any built-in fear of increased production# 

It is equally clear that the entire weight in the struggle for the expansion 
of democracy must be laid on the political side of the question i.e. or. the 
question of limiting the power of monopoly capitalism and extension of the 
pover of the working people, and not in "taking the load in increasing produc¬ 
tion and promoting productivity." The latter has thus far only created confusion 
and had a negative effect on the struggle for a greeter democracy, liero there 
is roftlly reason for taking a starting point in reality and not in the entirely 
nev dogmatism about arriving at socialism through increased products n on a 
capitalist basis. 
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ROLF KETIL BJ0RN: 'RENEWAL IS NECESSARY* 


Following is a translation of an article by Rolf Ketil Bj^rn 
entitled "Renewal Is Necessary" in the Norwegian-language 
daily newspaper of the Norwegian CP, Friheten (Freedom) 25 
March 1?65, pages 5# - 


In connection with the impending national congress some material has 
been distributed by the pa ty leadership. I believe it covers the situai ion in 
a general way* but on essential points this material is not clear, or it omits 
droving the conclusions that must follow if we are going to achieve the renewal 
that is a vital necessity for XCP as a political power factor. 

VI.at I v <nt to discuss are some items that in my opinion aro not cleorly 
formulated or not treated in the material so that we car* get n debate that is as 
concrete as possible. 

1 think the section "Our Position in the Norwegian ^abor Movement and 
the Unification Policy" must he concretized. The conclusion can in my opinion 
only be that in our country there is not political basis for more than two 
labor parties, one Social Democratic and one leftist Socialist-Communist party. 

1 do not believe the contrasts between the things SPP (socialist People’s Party) 
and XCP stand for are so great either in principle or on the practical level as 
to necessitate maintaining them as two mutually fouding parties. 1 do not believe 
there is room for two partios to the left of DXA (Labor Party) without doing 
irreparable damage to the entire labor movement in our country. 

In Sweden they have accepted the consequence of such a st-md. It looks 
as if a real alternative has been created there, also vith regard to elections, 
for the radical part of the labor movement. Neither SPP nor XCP constitutes 
such an alternative separately, but united I believe ve could. Until now both 
parties have as ve know in their practical politics considered that the only 
possibility for union is that the other party simply write itself off and be 
absorbed in their own. I believe that is an untenable line. 

I do not mean by this that either of the parties is in itself superfluous, 
but that there really is so little sepnrating them that much more could be ob¬ 
tained if they co ’Id unite on a common platform. I believe this also will 
benefit the Norwegian labor movement both immediately and in the long run. 
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For thXt reason ve Communists should publicly promote such a position* 

I believe such a step in this round will make a union of the entire Norwegian 
labor movement easier in the next round. 

1 regard the content of the section "The Party and its Tasks" as the 
most important question to be considered at the national congress, here ve 
will probably get tho sharpest debate and I hope also the most fruitful as 
regards rooting out misconceptions about what our party stands for in Norwegian 
politics. 


Analyses, proposals and resolutions have not been lacking, but the 
voter following has nevertheless boon constantly declining, in spite of the 
fact tha* the baiting has been noticeably reduced. Politics is a question of 
confidence and confidence is a prerequisite for a party getting a following* 

A confidence crisis has occurred in our party which threatens to obliterate it, 
in aiy case as an election alternative. 

The only way to correct this situation is openly to acknowledge that 
ve have made mistakes in essential questions and then in turn to correct tho 
mistakes in practical politics. Of course the national congress material does 
this to some degreo, ^hat I fail to understand is vhat the consequences 
of this self-criticism must be if it is to lead to anything. 

1949 was the fateful yoor for NCP. Then our party had its worst 
excess in the postwar period, on excess completely in the spirit of Stalinism, 
of which ve still feel tho harmful effects in full measure* And vhat doos the 
party do with this important question? It is killed with silence and referred 
to the party history, that is vhat. I do not believe such a position is 
tenable* The only guarantee against such conditions being repeated is to 
analyze thorn thoroughly to find the causes, to find out vhat vent wrong. Vas 
it the system? Was it the people? Or vas it both? 

This question requires an answer and the answer can be given only after 
careful study. Por that reason I suggest that the national congress Appoint & 
competent committee to study the matter and arrange a way of talcing the matter 
up without too groat immediate harmful effects. Because I do not believe there 
is any other alternative in the long run than a full disclosure. 

The Gallup and the membership cards show that NCP has become a party 
with a high average age and that recruitment does not by far correspond to the 
increase in population. This has long been an open secret. Such a situation 
is of course in the long run of mortal danger to a party, and it is high time 
that the situation be brought up for serious discussion. 

The party has not been able to turn the tide in spite of better objec¬ 
tive conditions. Ibis must be appraised against tho fact that most Communist 
parties in Western Europe have node progress during recent years while NCP has 
lost half its votes. What can the reason bo? One can of course blame it on 
the members' lack of theoretical indoctrination, on a lack of aotlvlty in the 
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party looala, ate* But I do not believe such an explanation completely covers 
the situation* I believe the main reason Is the lack of ability on the part of 
the party leadership in realizing its former errors and planning a new practice 
that is quite concretely patterned for the Norwegian reality* 

General statements have never been lacking, but where are our concrete 
programs,for example, for carrying out democracy in industry, for the develop¬ 
ment of Norwegian agriculture, for N'orveginn fishery policy in a period of con¬ 
flict, for district development, industrialization,etc,? These are lacking and 
it is then quite obvious for ordinary people to assume that we vant to solve 
these problems in exactly the same way as it has been done in the Soviet Union 
and £ stem Europe, and also thereby repeating their mistakes# 

Where our concrete solutions have been lacking, baiting, suspicion 
and distrust have taken their place. Ami we have unfortunately often 
attacked the baiting instead of acknowledging our inadequacy and meeting the 
baiting actively with concrete solutions on the basis of Marxism and Norwegian 
reality. 


The programs of principles have mostly been correct as a framework, 
but all the special programs have been lacking. Thereby the picture for the 
ordinary voter has been entirely different from what was intended. I therefore 
believe that in connection with the congress there must be appointed a number 
of committees with qualified people to prepare such special programs. There 
will also be the possibility of creating a concrete political debate within the 
entire party, a debate that will inspiro and develop. 

For the solution of these and many other problems I believe ve need & 
large portion of new young blood in the j^arty leadership. The wisdom and 
tactical experience of pge have been proven not to be enough. What we now must 
depend on is the fire and aggressive spirit of youth. Hut to avoid a discussion 
about age instead of about realities I wish to point out that these latter 
characteristics are not necessarily present in one who is young in years or 
that a somewhat advanced age in itself need‘not be a reaeon for disqualification. 
But all in all I do believe that an extensive change in personnel at the top 
is necessary to restore confidence in what we stand for in Norwegian politics. 

It is bitter to say so, but I believe it is & bitter reality and one of the 
prerequisites for advancing. 

This is in my opinion the situation that confronts NCP's pongress 
this year. I believe this congress will be docisive for the party*s existence 
for many years ahead. 

Marxism, which is our theoretical foundation, is important because it 
is in accord with today's reality and tomorrow's demands. But we have 
managed poorly. Wo must acknowledge that and take the consequences. It is 
therefore so important that vo get a congress presaging renewal, an open 
congress, so that no one afterwards cun doubt that ve have settled with the 
mistakes of the past and are veil armed to participate in solving the problems 
of today and tomorrow. 

5105 

CSOt 3801—D 

. 10 - 



NORWEGIAN CP CONGRESS ISSUES STATEMENT ON: 
♦SITUATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 9 


Following Is a translation of a statement adopted at the NCP 
Congress entitled, "On the Situation in the International 
Comrnmist Movement" in the Norwegian-language daily newspaper 
of the Norwegian CP, Priheten (Freedom), Oelo, 30 March 1965 , 
page 2. ** 

The folloving statement vas unanimously adopted at the NCP Congress: 

The 11th Congress of the Norwegian Communist Party takes notice of and 
approves the line that the party's Central Committee has followed in the matter 
of the disagreements within the International Communist Movement. 

The line was established in the statement by the Central Conmittee of 
January 1963* In this statement and later in more detail in NCP 9 s new pro* 
gram, adopted at the congress conference 1963, the party has taken a stand on 
the most important question that the international discussion has been con* 
cerned with. The line that has been followed was further marked by subsequent 
statements, among others at the party 9 8 national oonferenee in April 196b* 

The Congress states that the party has unanimously supported this line. 

T is hns formed the basis for NCP having been able to make its contribution in 
the work to try to ward off the damage the intensive conflict has done to the 
International Coiurnunist Movement. The party has on the basis of unity been able 
to promote the ever stronger demand in our movement for conducting the dis¬ 
cussions that naturally arise in objective and comradely forms and to prevent 
the conflict from being carried over on the state level between socialist 
countries. The party has in these efforts alvays built on the view that all 
Communist parties stand on a common ground and that what unites our parties is 
far stron er than that which temporarily separates. 

In the question of preparing for and calling a new international 
conference of the parties in the International Communist Movement, NCP has 
consistently maintained the view that such a conference can restore unity only 
if all parties are willing to participate. Experiences during recent times have 
shown that to arrive at this, oxtensive preparations are necessary,which will 
require great efforts and a long time. It requires consultation and contacts 
between representatives of all parties, conferences between two or BK>re parties 
to discuss and clarify questions of mutual interest, appointment of eocn&itteee 
with representatives for several parties to study the new problems that have 
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come up in our international movement, all this to find the vay step by step 
to nev forms for the unity of our movement. In doing this one must especially 
concentrate on the common tasks and goals in the fight against imperialism 
and neo-colonialism, against the domination of monopoly capitalism,for active 
support of the peoples' liberation movement, for the defense of all peoples 
vho aro exposed to imperialist aggression and for the struggle for general 
peace based on respect for tho sovereignty and integrity of nil states. Through 
such & concentration of attention on the current tasks one will in the best 
vay contribute towards bringing the viewpoints on the basic questions of our 
time closer together. 

The 11th NCP Congress will underscore that these efforts must be based 
entirely on the standards of cooperation thnt have been established by the 
previous international conferences, i.e. the absolute equality, equal rights 
and independence of all parties, no interference in the international affairs 
of the fraternal parties. A necessary prerequisite for all theso standards 
being observed is that all parties be prepared to participate in the efforts 
that ar* being made to restore unity in our international movement. 

The 11th NCP Congress states that the conference of 19 Communist parties 
th*t was called for 1 to 5 March this year was held as a consultative meeting 
where new ways and nev initiatives were sought to strengthen the fellowship and 
to restore unity. In the official pronouncement from the meeting a number of 
such initiatives that con promote the cause of unity are pointed out. The 
Congress also greets with satisfaction the conference of the 20 Latin American 
fraternal parties in Havana in January 1965, as an important step to fortify 
our international front and to strengthen the unity. 

The Congress supports the proposal that has been made by several 
fraternal parties for 1 a conference of all Communist parties in the capitalist 
countries in Europe for discussion of the common struggle for common goals. 

This will be an important step towards obtaining unity of action in the fight 
against imperialism, for general support of the peoples' liberation movement, 
in the struggle for universal peace and coexistence between countries with 
different social systems and in the fight for the vital interests and socialist 
goals of the working class. Common action in the fight for their common goals 
is the surest way to fortify the unity and brotherly cooperation in our move¬ 
ment. 
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LffVLXEN AFPEAIS TO PARTY CONGRESS FOR GRFATER STRENGTH 


Following ia a translation of the Chairman^ Speech to the 11th 
Congress of the Norwegian CP entitled, "Earnest Appeal by Emil 
Lffolien to Strengthen the NCP n in the Norwegian-language daily 
newspaper of the Norwegian CP, Friheten (Freedom), Oslo, 26 
March 196$, pages 2 and l*. ~ 


After having mentioned the situntion and discussion in the International 
Communist Movement L/vlien stated that the position of NCP is the living Marxism 
that should mid must be the guideline for every Communist party. Not a hardened 
and sterile Marxism, but a living Marxism. 

In this connection I should like to say to those vho again and again 
insist that Marxism is obsolete, vho say it is a collection of dogmas, that they 
have never understood, or wanted to understand what Marxism is, and that they 
have thrown all principles overboard. Unfortunately there are quite a few of 
this cutegory in the Norwegian labor movement today, even if they contend that 
they profess a socialist view. 

In anticipation of our 11th Congress there has been a certain amount of 
discussion, and in this discussion, as in all earlier ones it is naturally 
first of all those wi.o complain who have been writing most. Ve do not regard 
ft discussion as nny weakness, as some of our party’s opponents try to represent 
it, on the contrary we regard it as a sign of strength. If strong words have 
been used in parts of this discussion, and our opponents try to present it as if 
our party were in the middle of a crisis, I think that is a total error in 
judgment. 

Ve should however in our own discussion behave according to the demands 
our party makes of the International Communist Movement. Thus it is in my 
opinion neither here nor there to talk about our party as a foreign element in 
Norwegian politics and that we are conducting an unNorwegian policy, or that 
ve are undemocratic as a party. Throughout all the 41 years the party has 
existed wo have heard such assertions from our bitter opponents. But let us 
look at some facts t 

NCP a National ?arty 

Vos it a correct or incorrect national position categorically to reject 
Norway's alliance with NATO 16 years ago? I believe it was an entirely correct 



position from the point of view of the interests of the counliy, then as now. 

And I should like to recall that our party was the only political party that 
vas unanimously against the alliance vith NATO. That there has been progress 
since 1949, and mav\y more today are sceptical vith regard to NATO, and proclaim 
their scepticism loudly, it is in my option only gratifying, and ve welcome it 
with pleasure. 

When the iiome treaty on the Common Market came on 27 March 1957, our party 
vas against Norway joining it. The fight about this question vas intensified 
during 1961 and 1962. Our party had a clear stand on this matter at least four 
years before the final decision vas made. Will anyone assert that our position 
vas contrary to Norway’s and the Norwegian people's national interests? 

Ve have fought against the NATO bloc restoring German militarism. We 
have fought all bloc politics. Ve have stood vigorously against the establish¬ 
ment of foreign bases on Norwegian territory, against atomic armament, against 
German supply depots on the Norwegian coast, etc. Is this not in good agreement 
vith the Norwegian people's interests? 

I need not offer more examples to shov the unreasonableness of the claim 
that our party is unnational, regardless of whom the claim comes from. 

Democracy 

It also seems to me the assertion that our pArty is not democratic is 
just as rash, said L^vlion. It is of course to be expected that r our opponent 
will harp on this, based on our recognition of the fact that thel$e may be a 
danger during the transition period from capitalism to socialism of some old 
capitalist dements who are unwilling to submit to the decisions of the popular 
majority being subjected to having their democratic freedoms restricted. But 
our vork has been aimed at expanding the people's democratic rights, from day 
to day, and so it will continue. It is a necossary preparation for a peaceful 
transition to socialism in our country. Ve have therefore stood for a change 
in the election system so the Storting (parliament) will have a composition in 
agreement with the voting of the people. Ve have fought any persecution of 
radical persons, discrimination against these in positions of trust. Ve have 
demanded that the secret files be abolished and that the American registration 
of the jiolitical opinions of Norwegian citizens be stoppod. Ve have demanded 
that the extensive exception lavs be repealed. But not least in the economic 
field has been our party's demand for far-reaching ohanges to the effeot of 
transferring the country' 0 most important investment sources, the great private 
banks and insurance companies to sooial ownership. We have fought vigorously 
to give the workers a voioe in management of the enterprises nd we have 
demanded a dear decision in the Constitution about everybody's right to work. 

I could mention more examples. But does not this shov quite clearly 
that our party certainly is not an undemocratic clement in Noiwegian polities, 
but has fought for expanded democracy in all decisive areas? 

It is a fact that the opponents of our party, veil provided vith money, 



pour out millions upon millions for their propaganda aud that they have been 
able temporarily to reduce the following of our party among the Norwegian 
people as it is expressed in the public elections. But thoir main argument 
that our party is unnntional and undemocratic is nevertheless just as wrong. 

I believe our party has followed the line that hundreds of good comrades gave 
thoir lives for during the nazi occupation. The fact is that these ideals during 
all the years have been decisive for our party's politics, Ljfvlien declared* 


The Central Tasks 


To the question about what central tasks were most urgent today, 
L^vlien said: 


I 


The question of preserving and fortifying world peace stands out as the 
most central task. Time and again 0 "r party has posed this ta3k as follows: 
vo have the choice between preserving the peace or all being destroyed. Ve 
can soon celebrate the 20th anniversary of the end of the last great war, 1945, 
mid let us not for a moment forget what a ttngnnrok that war was. For our nation 
also. When ve know that a new great war fought today with the terrible weapons 
atomic power has made possible will completely overshadow the horrors of the 
last war, the task for our country and our people should stand out clearly. 

We are also n small nation and a small country that should recognize that peace 
is not secured through more and more extensive moments. Con pence be secured 
with atomic weapons and military blocs that constantly nnn more and more? No, 
the peace can be secured only through dissolution of the blocs, through agree¬ 
ment on gradual disarmament and with complete disarmament as the final goal. 

In a fow years Norway will according to the treaty have the opportunity 
to leave the NATO bloc, this military bloc that has made us the bedfellow of 
the blackest reaction in the world, including the restored German militarism. 

The *\'AT0 bloc has built up a large military command center in our country, 
where hundreds of foreign officers are stationed. Ever more frequent military 
maneuvers are taking place on Norwegian territory where large contingents of 
foreign troops participate. It looks 11 s if these maneuvers ere provocatively 
laid in North Norway as close to our Soviet neighbor country as possible. Now 
& large joint station intended for naval forces is planned on the Helgoland 
coast at a cost of about 100 million kroner. 


Does anyone believe that this station is not to serve the American 
submarines that are to be found along the coast equipped with Polaris missiles? 

Our party is for a neutral status for our country, guaranteed by the 
great powers. Should any of them object to such a guarantee? Our military 
defense should be reduced to be an effective protection for such a guaranteed 
neutrality* And ve believe it would set a good example for others if Norway 
took tho lead with a reduction of the high military appropriations for the paper 
defense we have today. 

In accordance with such a line it is entirely logical that our party 
supports the proposal for a treaty that vill make Norway an atom-free zone and 
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vhich if pouible would presam Scandinavia as tha quiet corner of Europe. 

I am fully aware that this requires a considerable change in the foreign 
policy Norwegian authorities have followed until now. but I wonder if the time 
is not soon ripe for itT 

All advances the working people in Norway can make in the economic, 
social and cultural area or with regard to increasing the yields of industry f 
agriculture and fishories must be seen in the light of this 9 to secure the 
peace. Ve know today that a new war will destroy everything! therefore this 
objeotive of preserving and securing the peace stands out with such convincing 
force. Let us all keep this.in mind. 

II 

I have previously touched on the question of democracy! and I wish again 
to underscore that to confirm and extend democracy is a very essential task for 
our party. I know very well that is ofton maintained we have political 
democracy in our countiy, but there is still something lacking as regards 
economic democracy. I have mentioned the weaknesses in the political democracy. 

If we look at the economic democracy little or nothing has been changed in 
principle during all the years since the war. liany promises have been rad# by 
various parties about this matter, especially before elections. Yes, it has 
also been formulated in programs, but has been quietly forgotten. The right 
of the wage earners to fight for their justified economic demands has been 
more and morn put out of force. The right to strike has largely been abolished. 

It has been done away with by the enactment of a law on a wage board in alsiost 
eveiy acute situation. Thus it is proudly proclaimed that during 1964 there 
were only three small conflicts with 949 lost working days. So extensively has 
tlis wage board been used. 

kuge board means utilizing tho power of the state against the wage earners 
to establish by force their wage and working conditions. But the power of tho 
state is not used at the same time against price gouging 9 which undermines the 
ral values of vAges. In this way an ever greater phase of the increasing 
values created by labor flows from year to year into the pockets of the labor 
bqyers. This has boon especially marked during tbs last two years. Our party 
favors the retention of the right to strike which the trade unions of the workers 
once had won 9 not to use the strike weapon unreasonably! but as a guarantee for 
a just share of tho values the workers themselves create through their labor. 

It must be said that it is amazing, to put it mildly, that with the existing 
Storting majority lavs have been enacted Again and again on the use of wage 
boards. This is truly an encroachment against simple democracy. 

During recent years the power of capital has been substantially strengthened 
in our country. Tho forced dictates against the wage earners strengthen capital 
power. Nov tho capitalist masters definitively oppose vsxy effort to ensure 
tho influcnco of the labor force on management, although everyone would think 
this was a clear democratic right. Democracy ends at the gate of the factory. 

Inside conditions of many years' standing continue to prevail. This is of 
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course a fighting matter, and in addition to an increased effort on the part of 
the workers themselves through their own organizations to solve this problem, 
our party demands thot the legislative power he used to carry the matter to a 
conclusion* And it must be the labor force, itself In the individual place 
of work that through its deliberations selects its representatives ir» the 
management of the enterprise* These representatives must he protected by lav 
against reprisals by the employers. 

The time may now be ripe for proceeding from investigations, discussions 
and hypotheses in the matter to action. Otherwise the talk about the development 
of democracy in the economic life will be nothing but empty promises* 

Another important Aspect of developing democracy in the economic area 
is th»t the control of government authorities over the most important sources 
of investment is made a reality* The concentration of capital is marked in 
our countiy. The number of big capitalists who make the decisions is constantly 
becoming smaller and smaller. Big private banks merge and absorb an ever greater 
number of smaller banks* Our party has long raised the demand for transferring 
into social ownership these largest investment sources, namely the big private 
bonks and the insurance companies. But also some large industrial enterprises 
are of such typical monopolistic nature that they also ought to be taken over 
ty the government authorities. Thus it could be the political leadership 
that the people in election choose for our country that also would control all 
the most important accumulations of capital, which of course are only the fruits 
of the labor of the people. If we talk of democracy in the economic area an end 
must be made to the sovereign control by the bankers over the essential capital 
in our country. 

Ill 

Todoy it should be obvious to all that the private capitalist direction 
of the country’s econony has created, and continues to create, very great 
problems around our country. The investments of the capital masters lire based 
exclusively on the profit motive. The result is that a number of districts in 
our country, especially when the rationalization in agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries has proceeded rapidly, have come into a very difficult position, 
lixccpting the Norlh-Norway plan the authorities have so far largely been sitting 
still and tnking notice of this development, but have done little or nothing to 
counteract the harmful effects. 

Thousands and tens of thousands who have become superfluous in their hone 
districts have poured into the largest cities, and have then contributed to the 
creation of well known problems, not least of which is the housing shortage* The 
technical rationalization cannot be stopped. Neither is thnt desirable, even 
though one might vish that more consideration vero given to the workers than is 
the case now* But if the authorities of the state do not do more than they 
have so for, which has been mostly talk as in the case of the Orofoss city 
in Soljfr, and that was not to help the thousands in Soljfr who are looking for 
work, but to relieve Oslo,they will only be marking tire. There ore two 
decisive prerequisites for starting a reasonable development in the districtst 

1* To enact a low prescribing establishment or investment control for 
all private establishment or investment of more than, for example^ j- million kr, 
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2. that the state participate vith much greater amounts of investment 
than hitherto. 

There may of course also be a question of introducing certain easements 
for investments in districts that have a larj/e labor surplus vhile at the same 
tire one might consider imposing a special levy on larger investments in 
districts that already are overloaded and have a labor shortage. In our 
diversified country, state authorities must intervene here vith regulations. 

One must likewise cut through all resistance to moving existing or newly 
established administrative agencies out of Oslo. 

The time of the interplay of independent forces must now at last come 
to an end. Our party has throughout the years been for reasonable investments 
in the districts just to ensure a harmonic development of the country. 

Sons will probably ask where we expect the state to get the money for 
ouch public investments. Our answer is that 1$ billion kroner per year could 
easily be saved from the militaxy budget, and with such a sum one could go 
quite far. And would it not be a far better use for the money than to throw it 
into the military sinkhole? 

In each one of the countries that are most affected concrete plans 
must be worked out for investments vith time tables for putting the projects 
into effect. The financing nust be discussed with the county and communal 
authorities, and the plans must obviously he aimed at utilizing the natural 
resources the county in question possesses. The realization of such a nation 
vide plan requires an end to the half-heartedness on the part of the government* 

A strong and resolute policy is required, where the means are adapted to the 
extonsive problems that have to he solved. The derailing of the debate on this 
important matter which has resulted from endless discussion about smaller or 
larger centers is a typical reactionary attack to try if possible to throw a 
monkey-vronch into tho machinery of progress. 

IV 

I sho Id like to say a few words about still another matter. As you 
all know there will be a new Storting election in *> months. This election is 
regarded by everyone as being important because the four bourgeois parties see the 
possibility of securing a majority after this election. The balance of power 
now is as we know 7l from the Labor Party, 7h from the combined four bourgeois 
parties and 2 representatives from Socialist Peopled Party, bet ms say plainly 
that we Communists have exercized a sharp and factual criticism against the 
week and evasive politics that the habor Party has conducted during the 30 years 
it has had control of the government, and most of this time also backed by a 
very large majority in the Storting. If the four beourgeois parties together 
this time succeed in securing a majority it enn only he due to the dissatis¬ 
faction that prevails among the large masses of working people in our country 
over the politics the h a bor Party has conducted. 

But in our party we aro as a matter of course &W8TB that s bourgeois 
government under the direction of the Conservative Party will be a reversal 
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for the No iv eg ion labor movement as a whole, and will rnonn worse policies in 
aost areas from the point of view of the workers* interests in society. Our 
party has therefore formulated two clear aims for this electioni 

1. to help prevent a bourgeois majority, and 

2. that Corranunists again are elected to the Storting. 

To realize the first, preventing a bourgeois majority, naturally 
depends on whether the two other labor parties have the will to cooperate. Ve 
have declared thAt wo have such a will to cooperate. But if we are given the 
cold shoulder in that they only demand thAt ve abstain from presenting tickets, 
the matter will be completely deadlocked. If there is to be cooperation there 
must be a willingness on the part of all the three labor parties. Those who 
moke unreasonable demands must then also be prepared to bear the responsibility 
that vill be the consequence of a bourgeois majority. 

To put Communists in the Storting again ; systematic and reinforced work 
by our entire party is needed. A satisfactory election return does not come 
by itself, even if the objective prerequisites are well disposed. Again-'t us 
stands an enormous propaganda apparatus that utilizes all possibilities for 
discrediting our party. 

But I believe every individual working man and woman vill have to 
acknowledge that whenever there was a question of causes important to working 
people the Communists could be found in the lead as persevering and consistent 
spokesmen for the interests of the workers. Where the others often wavered 
the Communists stood firm and received the hard blows that the opposition 
could deliver. We therefore believe that in the coming Storting election more 
will rally around the tickets put up by the Norwegian Communist Party than 
supported them before. 

The View Ahead 

I have here mentioned a few of the matters that come first in our 
party’s work in the time to come. And this must of course characterize the 
Communist Party! to look forward and not get lost in endless discussions 
about the past. The Congress will of course make a critical appraisal of our 
politics since the last congress, but otherwise the attention vill bo concentra¬ 
ted on preparing a policy for the years ahead for the benefit of the Norwegian 
working people and so of course also for our party. 

Our party’s opponents whether on the bourgeois front or within the 
labor movement are untiring in their attempts to discredit us Communists. 

Ses, the fact is that during all the years our party has been in existence 
there has been a cry about crisis in the Communist Party. It is so now also* 

The same is the case on the international level, but I have said and I vill 
repoats Even though we carry on a discussion in the Communist Party 
ve have no party crisis. What ve are concerned with here is s oorrect 
evaluation of the many new phenomena ve see in the modern development of 
society, and then in accord with our program to Adapt our work to this 

development. 
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Our opponents criticize us intensivoly because of our solidarity vith 
the mighty socialist development in the countries that have put an end to 
capitalism. This is of course natural for them. It is equally natural for us 
to greet vith joy the mighty progress to vhich those countries con point, 
vhethcr it refers to men in space or substantial economic, social and cultural 
gains. Ve stand vith both feet planted in the National Norwegian reality but 
politically sympathize vith all workers in the world who are putting an end 
capitalist exploitation and oppression and create their own social svstem. 

Today ve can point to the fact that one third of the world's population 
is busy realizing a socialist order in their countries and rapidly increasing 
their influence on a world scale. And ve sec that the hundreds of millions of 
people in the liberated colonial countries drav from the rich experiences that 
the peoples in the socialist countries havo reaped. A continued strengthening 
of the socialist sector in the world together vith the hundreds of millions in 
the liberated colonial countries is the best reinforcement of the forces of 
peace in the world and the strongest hindrance to & new destructive war. But 
in addition to this ever more people in the capitalist countries realist that 
war means the end of them all, and the result is that more and more take part 
in the active peace work. Included in this is the use of the individual 
country's economic resources for economic, social and cultural progress while 
at the same time efforts ar<* made to develop democracy so that the people 
themselves esn intervene end stop the varm&kers. 

A shopworn Flirase 

The old claiiu that socialism does not fit in a country like Norway is 
a shopworn phrase. Actually it is becoming clearer and clearer every day, in 
the light of the mighty concentration of capital, that exactly socialism is 
what is needed as replacement for this obsolete system. 1 should also think 
it would by and by dawn on more and more workers that to arrive at socialism 
there is a need for a purposeful politicol organization vhich can only be the 
Communist 1'arty. The labor movement in Western Europe has for a long time had 
very strong social-democratic parties. But lias that resulted in socialism? 

No, and neither will it. This is a political fact for everyone to see. But 
the large masses of vorkors who still adhere to the Social Democracy must be 
activized as fighters against big capital just to protect their own interests 
and from them they must be activized step by step to fight against capital 
power as such in our country. 

That is in brief outline how I see the main questions for our party in 
the present political situation, bet us at this congress thoroughly discuss all 
the many problems that come up, discuss them in an objective and thereby 
fruitful manner. I wish the representatives of the congress success in such 
discussion and I am sure the congress will be a stimulation for the entire 
party all over the country in the solution of the problems in the time to come. 

L^vlien concluded the speech vith "Good Luckl". 
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CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE FINNISH COMMUNIST PARTY 


following is a translation of an unsigned article 
entitled, "Changes in FCP Political Committee," in 
the Finnish-language daily newspaper of the Finnish 
Peopled Democratic Union and Finnish CP, Kans an 
Uutiset (Peopled News), Helsinki, 23 Mar 196 £,p 


In the meeting of the Central Committee of the Finnish Communist 
Party which concluded on Sunday the Party's relationship to the situa¬ 
tion in the international Communist movement v/as discussed and the 
public statement on it was approved. The position of the Central Commit¬ 
tee will be published at another time. On Thursday^ statement on the 
internal policy questions of the Central Committee will be published. 

Other questions considered in the meeting wore those concerning Party 
work and emphasis on increasing the interest of youth in Party activi¬ 
ties. At the same time a few changes were made in the Politburo of the 
Central Committee. 

Cultural Secretary Anna-Liisa Kyvonen, Editor-in-Chief Jorraa 
Simpura and People's Representative Taisto Sinisalo were elected as 
new members of the Politburo. Secretary Paavo Koskinen and Deputy 
Editor-in-Chief Aili Uakinen were relieved of their membership in the 
Politburo at their own request, however will remain as members of the 
Central Committee* In addition to the above mentioned new members^the 
following individuals are members of the Politburo: Aimo Aaltonen, 

Lars Junttila, Hertta Kuusinen, Inkeri Lehtinen, Oiva Lehto, Martti 
Malmberg, Ville Pessi, Aarne Saarinen, Leo Suonpaa, Mir jam Suvanto and 
Erkki Tuominen* Secretary Paavo Koskinen will continue his work in the 
Party bureau and Aili Makinen will remain as Deputy Editor-in-Chief of 
Kansan Uutiset* 


10,576 

CSOt 3801-S 



CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE FINNISH COMMUNIST PARTY 
APPROVES OF RESULTS OF MOSCOW CONFERENCE 


^Following is a translation of an unsigned article 
entitled* "FCP Enphasizes Significance of Moscow 
Conference,** in the Finnish-language daily news¬ 
paper of the Finnish People*s Democratic Union and 
Finnish CP, Kansan Uutiset (People*s News), Helsinki, 
23 Mar 1965, P Sj 


In a meeting held 20-21 Mar 1965 the Central Committee of the 
Finnish Communist Party discussed the participation of the Party's 
delegation in the international conference of Communist and labor 
parties held in Moscow 1-5 Mar 1965* After a report was given by the 
delegation it was affirmed that the conference was beneficial. In the 
statement made Sunday by the Central Committee of the Finnish Communist 
Parly it was noted that at the conference the views of the Finnish 
Communist Party concerning the internal differences in the international 
Communist movement and measures for their elimination were also taken 
into consideration. 

The significance of the Moscow conference lies in the fact that 
it made a beginning in the return to unity in the international Commu¬ 
nist movement based on the principles expressed in the 1957 and I960 
conferences. It was confirmed in the official statement of the con¬ 
ference that without regard to differences concerning theoretical and 
tactical problems and policy line, unity in operations must be achieved 
in the struggle against imperialism, in the support of peace and 
peoples* freedom movements and in the struggle for better labor condi¬ 
tions and historical goals. The conference approved international 
Conmunist and labor party councils for implementing common goals in a 
united form. Conferences between two and several parties are also 
necessary, but the policy line of the whole world-wide Communist move¬ 
ment cannot be determined in them. An international conference with 
the participation of all the parties is also needed. A new international 
conference should carefully prepare and try to create favorable condi¬ 
tions for the participation of all fraternal parties in the preliminary 



work to Improve the international atmosphere in the Coranuniat movement* 

The Central Committee of the Finnish Communist Party approves 
the Moscow conference proposal that this harmful argument be stopped 
and that common questions concerning the fraternal parties be handled 
in a business like and farternal exchange of opinions* There must be 
no interference in the internal affairs of other parties. Each party 
resolves its own problems in accordance with the needs of its own 
people* The principles of national independence and mutual solidarity 
of the parties complement each other. 

The Central Committee considers that the Party's delegation has 
represented our Party in the Moscow conference exactly according to 
these principles and thus promoted the success of the conference* The 
Central Committee encourages the policy committee to follow the devel¬ 
opment of conditions in the international Communist movement, to main¬ 
tain contact with fraternal parties participating in regional confer¬ 
ences , especially with Communist parties of the Nordic countries as 
well as to promote the realization of an international conference in 
which all parties will participate. 

The Central Committee is convinced that the struggle for the 
unification of the international Communist movement at the same time 
promotes the victory of the powers of peace. 
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NORWEGIAN COMMUNIST REINTERPRETS THE "UNITY LINE" 


[Following is a translation of an article by Line Dedichen, 
entitled "The Misunderstood Unity Line", in the Norwegian- 
language dally newspaper Friheten (Freedom), organ of the 
Communist Party of Norway, Oslo, 22 March 1965, pp 2, 6*3 


I have disagreed with the political program of the Party leader¬ 
ship for a long time. In my opinion, the famous unity line has been 
partly misunderstood and has partly been Improperly practised, with sad 
consequences for our Party* If there was one thing we once learned, it 
was that we should never let ourselves be "lured" into the "enemy 9 s" 
territory, but that we should fight from our own solid platform of 
Marxism-Leninism. Dogmatic? Well. Now the "unity line" has, at any 
rate, been taken to its farthest limits when we are being told we*re 
supposed to "cooperate with the Labor Party" and to "strengthen the La¬ 
bor majority in Parliament" to prevent, at any price, a non-Social1st 
government. It is one thing that the Gerhardsen government has under¬ 
stood how to pull the wool over the eyes of the Norwegian Labor Party, 
and this has been obvious for a long time, but that it has also dazzled 
and blinded Communists, this is considerably more alarming. When, for 
example. Per Svensson and Henry Hoff both warn against the power of the 
monopolies, "with the Conservative Party in a Parliament power position, 
monopolistic capital will become the directly governing power in the 
country", writes H. Hoff for example, dare I then ask if NATO is not a 
tool in the hands of the same monopolies, and Gerhardsen*s government 
not in the hands of NATO? 

I think Per Svensson expresses it beautifully when he writes, in 
his reply to Esther Bergerud who has pointed out that Norway votes against 
all sensible proposals for disarmaments "...that Norway is a capitalist 
Country and that it ... quite naturally, without any forms of pressure, 
assumes the same point of view as do other capitalist countries." Here 
ve have the "Labor Party Government" of Gerhardsen. And with him, and 
it, and the party which supports them, we are supposed to cooperate in 
strengthening the Labor ma jority in Pari lament! "Our voice has been 
missed in Parliament", said Jorgen Vogt in the party leader debate. But 
If it is supposed to serve to strengthening the Labor majority and thus 



•Iso the Gerhardsen government, then it will also have to fall in with 
the hallelujah chorus and how will it then be able to make itself heard? 
Lenin once said something to the effect that we "were a little flock 
that was walking up a difficult mountain path, holding each other's 
hands* Those who were down in the 1 swamp' were calling to us to come 
down and join them, for down there it was safe and nice*" I am quoting 
from memory, but the meaning is clear* Nov it seems as if it is we who 
are asking to come down into the "swamp” where it is safe and nice* And 
we aren't even permitted to do. so* We ask and are refused and receive 
good advice about setting our own house in order first, and this we are 
supposed to tolerate* There is something called holding the banner of 
an idea high* This, one would suppose, is our task* To be an lnspi- 
ration, to lead the people up into the heights, where one can breathe 
freely and think clearly* It is, to be sure, a long time since Lenin 
•aid this* Much has happened since* Among other things, the 20th 
Congress, which seems to have given us all ”a foul conscience” as Ibsen 
put it* ”The spirit of compromise is the spirit of Satan”, Ibsen also 
said* One wonders if Ibsen wasn't as good a Marxist when he said this 
as many Communists are today? I also think it is regrettable that it 
has been decided we are going to have an open national congress* This 
will prevent a good "cleaning-up”, something the party could use right 
now* 

I don't understand this fear of a non-Socialist, capitalist 
government as long as Norway, as Svensson quite correctly puts it, is 
a capitalist country and a member of NATO to boot, which is a defense 
organization for monopolistic capital. In view of this, the natural 
thing would be for the country to have a bourgeois capitalist govern¬ 
ment* The policy line would at any rate remain the same, that is to say 
the NATO line* Or is there anyone who believes that Gerhardsen is in a 
position to go farther than NATO wishes, in the final analysis? Even 
if one can perhaps say that he is "NATO's little canary who is allowed 
to sing”, a little bit anyway, just because he is at the head of a 
"Labor party” and therefore serves rather better then a non-Socialist 
government, among other reasons because he has the labor vote under 
control* 

Only when the Gerhardsen government has become the minority and 
has resigned, only then will there be chances for real cooperation bet¬ 
ween "the three labor parties in Norway", when all of them are in the 
opposition* And to bring this about we must cooperate with that labor 
party which already is in opposition in Parliament and with which we 
are in agreement on essential points, among others, as far as NATO is 
concerned* That we must get out of NATO. And in this we will be able 
to find support far beyond the boundaries of the party, and also for a 
neutral and atom-free North* Here, the "unity line" is perfectly cor¬ 
rect* 
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ITALIAN WEEKLY COMMENTS ON POSTPONEMENT 
OF MEETING OF ITALIAN COMMUNIST YOUTH FEDERATION 

Following la a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 

"Longo and the Young Communists, w in the Italian-language 
left-center weekly newspaper L'Espresso (Express), Rome, 21 
March 1965, page Iw 

Judging by what happened last Saturday at the national council of 
the PGCI [Federazione Giovanile Cunmnista Italiana; Italian Communist 
Youth Federation], it would not be said that Italy's young communists 
are more fortunate and more free than their French comrades. Indeed, 
scarcely had the congress of the French Communist Students Union ended 
— it vas held from 4 to 8 March at Aiontreuil-sur-Seine, and concluded 
with the complete disavowal of the autonomist current — when, at Rome, 
in Via delle Bottegiie Oscure [Italian Communist Party headquarters], a 
fate no better befell* the leaders of the FGCI. PCI [Partito Comunista 
Italiano; Italian Communist Party] Secretary Luigi Longo, intervening in 
the debate personally, harshly reproved them for their "presumption, 11 and 
informed them in no uncertain terms that the Secretariat of the Party had 
decided to postpone indefinitely the FGCI congress. The call for this 
congress had gone out as long ago as last December, and it was to take 
place in the middle of April; a committee of FGCI leaders had worked for 
three months to prepare the theses for the congress, and by now almost 
all the preparatory local assemblies at the level of the rank and file 
had taken place. In spite of this, Longo explained that the congress 
could not be held, and will not be held. 

Officially, Longo gave reasons of convenience for the veto by the 
FCI Secretariat; since, he said, we are preparing for the National Con¬ 
gress of the Party, you young people must wait. First we shall meet, and 
we shall decide on your behalf as well, and then your congress will be 
free to take account of our decisions. Unfortunately, notwithstanding 
the surprise and irritation publicly expressed by many FGCI leaders, 

Longo 1 a diktat was swallowed with only two opposing votes and five 
abstentions. 

ilowever, the surrender of the FGCI leaders did not succeed in com¬ 
pletely hiding the true reasons for this heavy-handed intervention. Read¬ 
ing the theses which had been prepared by the young communists, it is 
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readily understandable why Longo insisted on the postponement of their 
congress: "discouragement,” "scepticism," "double dealing," "irrespon¬ 

sibility," defeats and delays," are the expressions which most fre¬ 
quently recur* These documents show .that if the FGCI congress had been 
held as scheduled, it would have resulted in a tight-knit criticism of 
the entire Tarty policy. In other words, the young communists were 
preparing to discuss publicly at their meeting the contradictions and 
delays for which the Communist Party is being blamed from many sides, 
and which the top leaders of the TCI, in spite of marginal and partial 
admissions, continue obstinately to deny, calling them "self-interested 
speculations by the class enemy." Longo has, therefore, managed once 
again to stifle the ever more widespread and insistent criticisau which 
are arising from within his own Party. But it is becoming ever more 
apparent that these methods end up by being turned against the PCI and 
its capacity for political action and initiative. And this latest hu¬ 
miliation inflicted upon the most generous stirrings of the communist 
younger generation can produce no different results* 
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MARCEL HERMAN t •MOSCOW SUMMIT CONFERENCE - A MOLEHILL* 


Following is a translation of an article by Marcel Liebman 
entitled, "What Is the State of the Crisis in the Coirammist 
Movement?" in the French-language extreme left Socialist 
weekly newspaper. La Oauche (The Left), Brussels, 20 March 
19®, page 5* 


That "Communist summit conference" which once looked like a mountain 
has finally come to light as a molehill. Before Khrushchev*s fall, there 
was every reason to believe that the meeting at Moscow of delegates from 
tventy-six Communist parties would end in the definitive excommunication 
of the Chinese Communist Party and thus in the complete rupture of the 
world Communist movement. It may be recalled that this meeting, which 
China violently opposed, had been scheduled for 15 December. The shelving 
of Khrushchev made it possible to push it back to the first of March and 
the Soviet leaders wanted to put this delay to use in reinforcing their 
uncertain position with their "sister parties." 

A Structural Problem 


The least that can be said is that their success was not overwhelm¬ 
ing. The conference, which was supposed to play a decisive role in the 
regulation of the conflict between "revisionism" and "Marxism-Leninism," 
actually regulated nothing at all. The Soviets further accepted that the 
conference would have only a consultative role, which was already a retreat 
from their previous position. The prudence of the CPSU /P&rti Communists 
de 1'Union Sovletlque; Communist Party of the Soviet Unlon7 was not, 
however, enough to disarm the opposition which its project encountered. 

Of the twenty-six parties invited to the 1 March conference, only nineteen 
took part in Its work. What is more, several of the delegations did go 
to Moscow without having abdicated any of their reservations as to the 
Inopportune nature of an intransigent policy with regard to the Chinese 
Cossunists. 

This prudence and this moderation—It is Important to stress—are 
not, moreover, Inspired by ideological considerations on the respective 
merits of "Khrushchevism" and "Maoism." What interests the "sister part¬ 
ies" above all Is the structure of the international Communist movement, 
is the question of knowing if its rigid organisation will try to reestablish 



Its former monolithic character or if more flexible formulae will increase 
the autonomy of the member parties. The Italian Communists—or at least 
the majority of them—and the Polish Communists—or at least their official 
leadership—are certainly no less revisionist than the Soviet leaders. If 
they are more or less openly opposed to the projects of the latter. It is 
because they fear that the excommunication of Peking would reestablish 
Moscow In Its exclusive rights and Its omnipotence. 

A Moderate Formulation 


What, ultimately, was the result of the meeting of the PC's which 
was held In the early days of March In the Soviet capital? A communique 
relatively sober In tone and relatively concise where what Is not said Is 
as Important as what Is explicitly stated. And what Is not found in the 
declaration In Its final form are anti-Chinese and "antl-dogmatlc" diatribes, 
are solemn warnings, energetic settings to right or anything whatsoever 
resembling those ultimata which used to be addressed to the Chinese to make 
them return to the sphere of orthodoxy. 

Instead of that, the nineteen PC's agreed to make a vow and prepare 
a schema, lhls latter Is the following: consultations among parties are 
going to be organized which should Involve the eighty-one organisations 
which participated In the i960 conference (which Includes the Chinese and 
the Albanians.) After which, It would be "desirable" (note the moderate 
way this Is put) \o hold a preliminary consultative meeting" embracing all 
of these came parties® 

As for the vow formulated. It concerns the climate In which these 
future confrontations should take place. The communique declares. In 
effect, that "the represented parties at this meeting pronounce themselves 
In favor of the cessation of the public polemic presenting an Inimical 
and offensive aspect to the sister parties." That does not mean, though, 
that the participants In the Moscow conference accept the Idea of burying 
the Ideological debate. This is what the following part of the declaration 
seems to Indicate: "they esteem It useful to pursue. In a fraternal spirit, 
without one side attacking the other, the exchanges of opinions on Import* 
ant current questions...” 

It Is clear In all this, that Peking has scored some points. It 
was not its theses, certainly, which triumphed, but the Chinese are now 
In a much better position than a year ago to defend them and propagate 
them within the international Communist movement. 

From the Italian to Moscow 


Every success for the Chinese Communists means, In the present 
conjecture, a failure for the Russian Communists. These latter are In a 
very delicate situation: they have retreated and every new retreat would 
weaken them further. But the dynamics of events will permit them to main¬ 
tain the present point of equilibrium only with great difficulty. 



All the same, the great victors in the confrontation of the 29 
/sic; this is presumably a misprint for 1§7 Communist parties certainly 
seen to be the Italian Communists* It was Togllattl in his "political 
teitasent" who hoped simultaneously for a pursuit of the ideological 
discussions and the abandonment of the polemical procedures with more 
invective in them than argumentation. Ibis appeal is reproduced in the 
part of the communique which we have quoted. It is Togllattl and his heirs 
in the Italian PC who seem, at least outside the "socialist camp" to be 
the aost convinced defenders of the autonomy of the member organizations 
of the international Communist movement. Nov, what did Pravda write 
after the close of the Moscow conference? Precisely this: "Unity will 
not be achieved by one party imposing its will upon others demanding 
that this or that party renounce its political line." 

It is a few years now since certain opposition French Communists, 
looking at things from Rome's position, asked that the FCF /Parti 
Cossuniste Francals; French Communist Party 7 break away from its intellect* 
ual paralysis and "learn Italian." Unfortunately, the French Communist 
Party does not have the gift of tongues • Today, it seems that it is the 
Soviets who, making a virtue of necessity, have begun Italian. 

At the little Moscow conference, "Marxism-Leninism" did not win 
such, revisionism was not weakened. It is polycentrism above all which 
von points and it is bureaucratic monolithic lty which is weakened after 
a test vhlch is Just one step in its liquidation. 
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FINNISH CP IEADERSHIP DISCUSSES 'INTERNATIONAL PROBIEMS' 


Following is a translation of an article by Aimo Aaltonen 
entitled, "International Problems Discussed in the Central 
Connlttee of the Finnish Comranist Party" in the Finnish- 
language daily newspaper of the Finnish People's Democratic 
Union and Finnish CP, Kansan Uutiset (People's News), Helsinki, 

21 March 1965, page $. 

"The official documents of the communist movement that 
vere adopted in 1957 and 1960 continue to provide the basic 
guidelines for party operations, but after 1960 new objectives 
have come to the fore in the international communist movement 
and In the international situation that require that a new 
International conference be held," said party Chairman Aimo 
Aaltonen at the meeting of the Central Committee of the Fin¬ 
nish Communist Party that opened on March 20 and at which the 
topics for discussion include the FCP attitude regarding the 
recent meeting in Moscow of 19 communist and workers parties. 

The announcement issued by the 19th CPSU Congress, that 
convened in early March, notes that now, in the currently 
critical International situation, more is demanded of all 
communist parties than ever before, in the comprehending of 
their international responsibilities for joining in the 
struggle being waged against imperialism, colonialism, the 
reign of monopolistic capital, in the rendering of active 
assistance to the independence movements of nations and in the 
defending of nations that have become objects of attack by the 
Imperialists, and for the struggle in behalf of world peace 
vhlch is based on the honoring of the inviolability and 
sovereignty of all governments. The speaker then discussed 
the attack by Amerioan imperialism in Viet Nam noting it to be 
an example of gross and unadulterated colonial policy. That 
action is condemned by the Finnish psople as well. The 
speaker noted also that the joining together of all the revo¬ 
lutionary forces of our times, the allianoe of friendship of 
the socialist countries, said of ths international working 
class has a decisive bearing on the euocess of the struggle 



that is being waged against imperialism. The amalgamation 
of these forces demands unconditionally that the solidarity of 
the world communist movement be strengthened. 

Undeniably serious differences of opinion exist in the 
international communist movement. Above all, they concern 
political policy and theoretical and taotical problems. Also, 
it must be admitted that the differing views weaken the soli¬ 
darity of the communist movement and result in damage to the 
communist cause. The attaining of unanimity on these issues 
may take a long time. It may happen in some instances that the 
judgement of practicality will determine who is in the right. 

This somewhat dark side of the picture does, however, 
have also a brighter side, namely, in that the factors that 
tend to divide the communist parties weigh less in the scales 
than the factors that tend to unite them. This fact is also 
the premise for the participants in the conference in March. 

Operational unity cen certainly be attained in the 
struggle against imperialism, in the supporting of the indepen¬ 
dence movements of nations, and in the struggle for world peaoe 
and for the living conditions and the historical objectives of 
the working class. The participants in the congress were of 
the opinion that collective efforts could bring about an 
Improvement in interparty relatione and a strengthening in the 
unity of the movement. The problems of the communist movement 
iteelf, and the events and new developments in the internatio¬ 
nal situation, are of such magnitude that they demand an 
exchange of the opinions and experiences of all the parties. 

In this respect the international conferences, at which 
the principles of complete equality and independence of each 
party are observed, can be a favorable influence toward the 
overcoming of dissensions and on the attaining solidarity in 
the communist movement. In the opinion of the participants in 
the congress the preparations, aotive and otherwise, for a new 
International conference and the holding of it at an appro¬ 
priate time, are completely in agreement with the interests of 
the communist movement. 

The representatives of the nineteen parties made no 
speoiflc recommendations as to the oontent, organization, or 
the date of the International conference. The participants 
did, however, express the hope that the representatives of the 
81 parties that participated in the 1960 conference would meet 
in a preliminary conference to consider the problems Involved 
in a new international conference. Whether the conference will 
be held, as well as the date and place, will depend on the 



views of the parties. The discussions that took place at the 
Moscow congress were particularly appropriate and constructive. 
At the sane time It must be noted, however, that the original 
purpose was not to discuss fundamental Issues Involved in the 
current situation; the purpose was to seek procedures that 
would lead to the holding of a new International conference. 

The principles of organizational democracy were carried 
out even In the minor details of the organizing and operating 
the conference. To be noted particularly was the strong 
desire to reach unanimity on conclusions. This objective was 
also attained, although this was possible only after numerous 
discussions and conferences In the delegations, where the 
differing points of view were adjusted into conformity with 
one another, conoluded Comrade Aaltonen. 
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AN ITALIAN SOCIALIST VIEW OF THE CONGRESS OF 
THE UNION OF FRENCH COMMUNIST STUDENTS 


Tollowing is a translation of an article by Jean Marie Vincent 
entitled, "The Battle of the Conminlst Students" in the Italian- 
language weekly organ of the Italian Socialist Party of Pro¬ 
letarian Unity, Hondo Nuovo (New World), No 12, Rome, 20 March 
1 96$, page 7* 


The congress of Communist students, the UEC /Union 
des Etudiants Communistes de Prance; French Communist Stu¬ 
dent Union7 was tumultuous* The various factions exchanged 
blows a number of times while exchanges of insults were an 
ordinary,, run-of-the-mill event. But in spite of this typ¬ 
ical student-like overexuberance the debate was highly in¬ 
structive* The faction faithful to the PCF /Parti Commu¬ 
nist© Francois; French Communist Party7j controlling about 
two-thirds of the delegates; immediately wanted to show its 
own power by installing a presiding chairman of its own 
faithful to it and preventing the commission from discuss¬ 
ing the theses presented by the national secretariat of 
the left* It also succeeded in keeping the official line 
of the PCF, called "wavering, 11 "opportunist," or "catch-all" 
line by its opponents, from being seriously taken up. But 
it did not succeed in preventing a discussion of internal 
party democracy which delved down deeply and gave rise to 
long disputes during the plenary sessions* There were more 
than ninety speeches on this subject and a certain number 
of significant incidents took place* 

The speeches, due for the most part to the opposi¬ 
tion, were generally turned into a condemnation of Stalin¬ 
ism and a demand for a return to Lenin; permitting the tem¬ 
porary formation of currents within the party^even though 
condemning factionalism* These positions taken, often 



awkward in the manner in which they were presented and un¬ 
necessarily violent in tone^had a significance of their own 
even if the correspondents representing 1 1 Human!te (Humanity, 
organ of the French Communist Party) saw fit to distort them; 
probably fearing that they would arouse the interest of a 
certain part of the Communist public. It was significant 
that on the piotlon.'of the delegates of the higher teachers' 
preparatory school of Paris, supporters of the PCF leader¬ 
ship, the congress -- almost unanimously -— demanded a rec¬ 
tification. It is even more significant that on the motion 
of the same delegation a motion was presented on the rights 
of the regular organs of the UEC (clubs, sections, etc.) 
to present their own political viewpoints before the con¬ 
gress. The motion, rejected by a small majority, would 
have passed if the opposition had taken part in the voting; 
instead they abstained after having stated following anoth¬ 
er in a long line of incidents that they did not endorse 
the congress any further by casting its own votes. 

In short, the long struggle started in i 960 by the 
UEC leadership did not prove in vain, even if it would seem 
that it ended in defeat. The supporters of the party (all 
except an isolated group of stubborn ones) attempted beyond 
anything one could have expected at the start to keep the 
UEC on a democratic path. Some of the delegates supporting 
the official line even declared that their alignment with 
the positions taken by the PCF was only provisional and 
that they would wait and see on the basis of experience 
whether or not they should revise their own positions and 
attitudes. In short, one felt that one was faced with a 
new generation of students who, unlike the previous one had 
never experienced the difficulties of the struggle against 
the war in Algeria in the face of the PCF's passivenesi 
in the matter; they could not experience that particular 
kind of instinctive distrust of the party leadership. Ne¬ 
vertheless; one is still dealing with a post-Staliniat gen¬ 
eration; which certainly is not willing to rubber-stamp any 
political position offered them. We think we are not far 
from the truth in stating that this generation, still un¬ 
certain in its definition of political concepts, thinks it 
can gain from the political experience of the PCF remaining 
in its wake but very probably with the passage of time it 
will run into a number of difficulties. It appears clear 
that up to now the positions taken by the university stu¬ 
dents (on pay for students, on work in UNEF ^Union National 
des Btudlants de France; French National Student Union7t 
etc.;are so vague and generalized that they carry within 
them the seeds of substantial future differentiations. On 
the other hand;it is not improbable that the political im¬ 
mobility of the PCF after Maurice Thorez's death will 




give rise to new disputes on the manner of facing up to a 
continually changing situation. 

Important remarks can also be made about the oppo¬ 
sing faction. One must say above all that the supporters 
of the party secretary's office, the so-called "Italians" 
have considerably decreased in number. Part of them sided 
with the PCP while another part went over to the anti-Stal- 
inist left. This does not mean that the party secretary's 
office has been disqualified in the eyes of the majority 
of the opposition; it means rather that except for the prob- 
lesi of Internal democracy it has not succeeded in defining 
a clear political line. Many students have discovered that 
mere reference to the development of Italian Communism and 
Togliatti's memorandum would not be sufficient; the field 
of Interpretation is too open and in general the students 
are rather inclined to condemn it as reformist. 

The crux of the opposition is thus made up of the 
anti-Stalinist left (about one-third of the delegates) and 
it does not look as if things will change during the com¬ 
ing months. This faction has the defect of being too het¬ 
erogeneous, of sometimes falling into revolutionary verbos- 
ityjbut nevertheless it gives evidence of a certain degree 
of maturity. During the entire course of the congress it 
expressed the wish of not breaking completely all bridges 
with the PCP to end up in sectarian isolation on its own. 

Its dispute still remains within the framework of Communism 
and does not leave it to line up alongside the positions 
of the extreme left. Among other things it is very inter¬ 
esting to note that Roland Leroy and the new leaders do 
not give the impression of wanting to make life impossible 
for this turbulent opposition within the UEC. And one can 
calmly expect that its leaders will strengthen their poli¬ 
tical line in the future to come. 

On the whole the UEC congress was much more complex 
than the bourgeoise press wanted to make it appear; this 
is also true of the Social Democratic press,which dedicated 
its own attention solely to condemnation of the right to 
internal party wings or factions and to the more violent 
episodes (the exchange of insults). The movement of inno¬ 
vation carried by the students within the Communist move¬ 
ment has not really been squelched and rather it will be 
able to expand throughout an even broader sphere because 
the UEC will find itself becoming Increasingly integrated 
with the Communist youth movement. The congress must really 
be viewed from this standpoint, Tthe congress itself being 
probably no more than just one more episode in a long pro¬ 
cess of transformation. It certainly would have been much 
better if the UEC had been able_to preserve a broader mar^__ 
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gin of political autonomy but such regrets cannot be allowed 
to interfere with such a complex, interesting development 
such as one sees taking place* 
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NORVfEQIAN YOUTH, THE PARTY, AND THE PEACEFUL 
TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM 


[Following is a translation of an article by Tore- 
]arl Bielenberg entitled, "On Youth and Class Strug¬ 
gle," in the Norvegian-language daily newspaper 
Friheten (Freedom), organ of the Norwegian Connunist 
Party, 6slo, 19 March 1965# PP 10-11.] 


Some comrades are worried about the youth. They are afr¬ 
aid that the idea of peaceful transition to socialism will 
disarm the young,who did not experience the Iron Strike and 
the last World War as adults, and that this idea will lead to 
lethargy and pacifism in the Party. They don't see that as 
peaceful co-existence means class struggle under altered in¬ 
ternational conditions that are adventageous to socialism, 
peaceful transition to socialism means class struggle in a 
new epoch and in different forms. 

It is true that we cannot disregard completely the pos¬ 
sibility of a non-peaceful transition to socialism. But the 
effort in effecting a democratization process within 
capitalist society may also deprive the most reactionary 
circles of the bourgeoisie of many strongholds and make it ea¬ 
sier for socialist forces to win if the radical Right 
should revert to violence to prevent the change to socialism. 
If this should happen, I still doubt we have any reason to 
believe that youth will stand passive and unprepared. 

The last years 1 political events have shown that it is 
the politically active segment of the youth that first and 
foremost has carried on the political struggle without hesi¬ 
tating, even when confronted with billy clubs and police 
horses. The "true revolutionaries” have been busy talking to 
each other at meetings nobody else attended. But if the 

Party is to master the most important task, that of rallying 
the youth, it must show itself as an alert and modern Party, 
a Party that appeals to the young, and that can give them the 
necessary political education to take over the power in socie¬ 
ty in co-operation with the other segments of the Labor Move¬ 
ment, That requires, however, that we have leaders who fully 
understand the situation and the society in which we live. 
These leaders must be true scientists of politics. 



Peaceful transition to socialism is the solution that the working 
class always desired, and already Marx suggested its possibility. What is 
new in our epoch is that socialism and the forces of peace today have grown 
to suoh an extent that the Connunist World Movement has been able to confirm 
that this is no longer a flimsy dream, but a real possibility. But this 
requires a labor movement that knows its own power to master the most 
important forms of struggle. 

I believe that we have not drawn the full practical conclusions from 
this. On the one hand we have to a far too large extent neglected a con* 
Crete, Marxist study of Norwegian society, unique in our situation, and 
experiences from other countries. There are, fortunately, some few very 
valuable exceptions that show the road we can travel, such as Hans Kleven v s, 
Leif Johansen f s, Just Lippe's, and Harald Holm's works. But these are only 
single events - they do not constitute the common, normal work style in 
the Party. We have also negleoted the education of specialists in all the 
most important areas where the Party must work. 

On the other hand, we have neglected the study and the spreading of 
knowledge of non-parliamentarian forms of struggle that are necessary pre¬ 
requisites for a peaceful change. We have had in our country powerful 
popular movements that have frightened Parliament and Government, Big 
Business and German war mongers. I am referring to the fight against the 
Common Market, against nuclear weapons, the demonstrations against Strauss, 
to mention a few. These movements have been more indicative of the People's 
will than Parliament's and the workers' own national organization. I believe 
we must make a systematic study of these movements, of their power and of 
their limitations, to be able to handle better the non-parliamentarian 
struggle's techniques and means. 

We must consider the new forma of struggle that have been developed 
by the Negroes in USA, by the demonstrators against nuclear bombs in Europe, 
the civil disobedience movements, and by the adherents of non-violence. 

We ought to learn to express better public opinion with those means that 
have the largest impact, and not stagnate in old work methods. We must show 
the large organizations concretely what they can do to advance their demands. 

I do not say that this has not been done. I only say that it has not been 
done to a large enough extent, and it is only some few in our movement who 
master the art of the non-parliamentarian struggle. This is a skill that 
ought to be the largest asset of each member and each party organization. 

The events in Viet Nam, USA's attempt at invading Cuba, and many 
other events where USA has most powerfully demonstrated her aggressiveness 
have shown that Johnson's generals have their eager and loud adherents among 
large segments of the Right party and its young oadres. The non-parliamentar¬ 
ian struggle under a bourgeois government will therefore be much mare diffi¬ 
cult than under a labor government that is supported by voters with demo¬ 
cratic and mainly radical ideas that the ruling group oannot completely dis¬ 
regard. 
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Our task, therefore, mist be to prevent e bourgeois majority, to 
develop democratic mass movements continually with effective weapons that 
can coerce the leaders to follow the will of the People, and to teach the 
Party to fight under the new conditions for a radioal change to socialism 
and peace. 
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A COMMUNIST COMMENTS ON DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS IN NORWAY 


[Following is a translation of an article by Ole Petter 
Mosebekk entitled, "Our Position Regarding Democratic 
Rights in Norway,” in the Norvegian-language daily news¬ 
paper Friheten (Fr.eedon), organ of the Norwegian Commu¬ 
nist Party, Oslo, 19 March 1965* P !!•] 


There have been several answers to ny article on parliamentarian 
transition to socialism in Norway. [See Translations on International 
Conmuiiflt Developments No. 699, JPRSi 29,13^. ?y and large, I am in 
agreement with these answers, but it is evident that the questions I raised 
ought to be made more concrete and more specific in order to avoid mis¬ 
understandings. 

The term ’parliamentarian transition to socialism* nay 
not cover exactly what I wanted to express. It could better 
be expressed by saying that the development of socialism, 
based on the particular Norwegian conditions, will not lead 
to any decrease of the rights people in Norway have today; 
that we believe such a development is possible, and that we 
will rally all our strength in order to carry it through. 

Let us, then, take a look at specific rights which 
most people in Norway regard to be so valuable. We are con¬ 
cerned with such rights as choosing between several political 
parties at governmental and communal elections, the right to 
organize political parties, to demonstrate against this or 
that, to publish newspapers of different political color, to 
organize meetings, etc.. These rights express all in all that 
we have the right and possibility of choosing between several 
alternatives. 

It is quite a different matter that all these rights in 
the final analysis depend on Capital, that they are only 
formally like rights; it is really the power of money that is 
decisive. 

In order to make these rights the same for all,it is ne¬ 
cessary to abolish Capitalism. This we Communists have been 
aware of for a long time. But we must not close our eyes to 
a disagreeable fact: that no country that has abolished Capi¬ 
talism so far has the rights that I listed above. Although it 
is codified in laws, in theories, and in declarations, it is 
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a fact that no country in the socialist world has a choice 
between several parties, papers with divergent political opi¬ 
nions cannot be published, people cannot demonstrate against 
the policy of the government, etc.* 

Because we Communists realize the limitations inherent 
in our present democracy, and because development in 
socialist countries has taken its particular course, the re¬ 
action in this country has managed to set up our alternative 
as an antithesis to the rights we have in Norway today. By 
benefitting recklessly from our confusion in regard to this 
question, they have isolated us from the majority of the po¬ 
pulation. And this isolation is to a certain extent a pre¬ 
requisite for our present democracy, because this democracy to¬ 
day does not represent any threat to the Capital of the mono¬ 
polies. Capital is really not opposing discussion, or oppos¬ 
ing the fact that everybody can join in the play, or that 
everybody fight everybody else in politics, as long as it 
stays untouched. When the capitalists and the bourgeoisie > 
earlier were so afraid of giving people political rights, this 
was mainly because they were not aware of how easy it should 
prove to be to fool people. 

In this situation it is not enough that we Communists 
loosely speak about our present rights. It is not enough only 
to emphasize that they are not preventing the building of so¬ 
cialism, that we have nothing against them, etc.. Our posi¬ 
tion must be wholly positive, in all areas, in all our work 
we must come out squarely for these democratic rights that we 
already have and show how necessary they are for socialism. 
Only when we take this position will it be possible for people 
to see that it is the monopoly Capital that represents the op¬ 
position to these rights, it is not our alternative. 
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DIE ZEIT INTERVIEWS MAX REIMANN 


/Following ie a tranelation of an article by Peter Bender 
entitled, "Old Man With Old Illusions, Talk With West 
German CP Chairman Reimann in Exile in the GDR," in the 
German-language independent weekly newspaper, Die Zelt 
(Time), Hamburg, 19 March 1965, page 2J # 

The first Impressions he has grown old. The thin face of a worker with 
the white hair seemed smaller than we had remembered it. The undogmatic, almost 
nodest way of speaking, his low voice, no mentioning of any polemics, the courtesy, 
aost unusual in the GDR, when apologizing for the expression "capitalist" 
foreign countries — all that was well suited not to offend the small group of 
conversation partners — West German journalists. 

Yet this reserve was not only serving tactical purposes, it was more than 
just a role. The fact that the chief of the banned Communist Party of the German 
Federal Republic as a person is likeable, seems to be both because of his personal 
iierit as well as the age factor and his sad situation. Max Reimann now is 67 
years old and for the past ten years has been subject to the bitter lot of a poll* 
tician in exile. Threatened by his enemies with arrest, dependent on his friends, 
he has hardly any political elbow-room. 

In addition there are the particular conditions of the divided country. 

When Communism speaks in Germany, it is the SED who speaks, and when the German 
Federal Republic must take into account German Communism, it is the SED that 
oust be taken into account. The German Communist forty has no weight. It lives 
by aid from its comrades east of the Elbe, and its chances depend entirely on 
the policy of these comrades. 

This circumstance also became obviously clear in the small conference 
hall of the Leipzig VIP hotel "Astoria." Besides Reimann, also Erich Glueckauf, 
member of the Politburo of the German Communist forty was present. But this is 
only one of Glueckauf *s functions. He also works in the Central Committee of 
the SED, where he truly belongs. Glueckauf never was in the German Communist 
forty of the German Federal Republio. 

He has been known since 1945 as functionary of the German CP and the SED in 
Mecklenburg) since 1950 — with interruptions — he has been one of the leaders 
of "Western Activities" of the S W'b Central Committee. Therefore, when he in 
1961 was included in the German CP leadership (location — German Democratic 
Republio!), he merely changed the place, not the activities. His task became 
obvious in the conversation with Reimann. Glueckauf did not say much but the SED 
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v&s present in his persons in the polemics that Reim&nn waived, in answers to 
questions Relmann hesitated to give* 

Thus, even with greatest efforts, all the exiled CP chief had to offer 
politically was bound to be scrappy* Scrappy or illusory* In the center of 
his reflections was the wish for a re-admission of the German Communist Party* 

He spoke at length of the voices and moods in the three influential parties of 
the Federal Republic, allegedly advantageous to the legalization of West Goman 
Communists* He counted legal opinions and legal means that would allow 
the Supreme Court or even the Government to lift the ban* The Supreme Court, 
in his opinion, some time ago had created a ticklish situation when admitting 
of the revision of the CP ban in case the political conditions should change 
and the first steps toward reunification are taken* Maybe this is due to the 
fact that Max Relmann is the only German Party leader who, as ten years ago, 
still believes in the possibility of reunification* For the rest, his arguments 
were dmnocratie and tactical* 

In principal questions, the four factions of the Bundestag allegedly 
were in agreement; they differed only in their social-political conceptions* 

The voter should have a true alternative and, for this reason, there is no 
democracy without the CP of Germany* Tactically, however, the GDU (Christian 
Democratic Union) was interested in lifting the CP ban because the 5-6 per 
cent of CP votes then would not go to the SED (Socialist Party of Germany*) 

But the SPD also could not waive a Communist faction in the Bundestag in the 
long run* This because it alone could prevent the social democrats from taking 
a too sharp turn to the right, thus only enabling the CDU and the FDP (Free 
Democratic Party) to pursue their policy* 

That Relmann thereby proceeded from the SH) Interests, as understood 
by the CP of Germany, must not have been sufficiently dear to himt without 
a cooperation of social democrats and Communists there would hardly be any 
change in the Federal Republic, he said, and explained! a cooperation not only 
of individual members but of party organizations up to the top* 

A conversation partner reminded them of the bitter experiences the social 
democrats of the Soviet Zone had had when they were melted into the SED* But 
this was brushed off by Glueckauf, telling Mecklenburg stories from the year 
1946 (not 1948/49 when the persecution of former social democrats there had 
begun])• Relmann retorted that for a long time he has had good rdations with 
Kurt Schumacher* This had only changed when Schumacher had rejected the unifica¬ 
tion of the SH) and the CP of Germany and had "ideologically moved away from 
socialism*" 

Here the CP chief succumbs to the same illusion the SED leaders had had — 
they as well set their hopes on the "unity of action of the working class" in the 
Federal Republic* This hope is part of the riddles of East policy! Do not the 
Communists really know how thoroughly they themselves have spoiled their chances 
ever since 1945? Do they really believe that their isolation is only the doing 
of "opportunist" SH) leaders, who are running after the bourgeois? Do they 
seriously believe that a slackening of anti-Communist agitation would make the 
CP of Germany a respectable political possibility for the citizen of the Federal 
Republic? Maybe Relmann has been in the GDR too long to see the realities* 



Tvioe Relmann was asked how then the CP of Germany would make the 
argumentation easier for those who support the Party's re-admission. Twice 
there was not much of an answer* Chly in the course of the conversation the 
CF chief claimed for his Party what the Soviets had declared admissable already 
almost a decade agos he wanted to reach socialism by way of the democratic road. 
And then came the tactical concessions the German Communist Party respects the 
Constitution (that banned them])* Thus it meant to seize power democratically — 
but what then? 

After he had been pressed for some time, Glueckauf finally admitted that 
there could be parties, even when "building socialism" in the Federal Republic, 
who do not want socialism* Relmann was more precises the CP of Germany could not 
give up democratic centralism, and, in another connection — the German CP is 
a democratic party, even though it pursues different goals* Do these goals at 
least have a bearing on a self-reliant Communism? 

But also the question regarding the CPG's attitude toward Togliatti's 
Testament did not produce muchs only general agreement and Indeterminate res¬ 
ervation toward "polycentrism* n When one has a SED Instructor at his side, he 
is not in the position to stress the independence of individual Communist 
Parties* Finally one of the journalists tried it with ideology. What does Rei- 
sann think of the pauperization theory? The answer was evasive* "Basically the 
pauperization theory has not been abolished." As proof, among others, he re¬ 
ferred to automation that instead of physical stress now strains the nerves] 

What was left to Reimann in the end was the pride of his Party: Since 
the ban it has lost not even a hundred members, and a month after readmission 
the organization would stand, he assured* Still he was honest enough to add 
that today illegality is in no way comparable to illegality under the nazis* 

This means: it is easier to be a Communist in a democracy* Max Relmann no doubt 
would like to be one of them again* 
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CHARLES HAROCHE ON THE OUTCOME OF THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE 


Following is a translation of an article by Charles Haroche 
entitled "The Principle of a New International Conference Con¬ 
firmed," in the French-language weekly organ of the French CP, 

France Nouvelle (New France), No 1013, Paris, 17-23 March 1965, 
page 17. 

What stands out first of all from the result of the consultative 
seetlng of the representatives of nineteen Communist and workers' parties, 
held at Moscow from the 1st to the 5th of March, is the reaffirmation of 
the principle of a new international conference, the holding of which, as 
the communique of the French Communist Party's political bulletin stresses, 
fully Beets the Interests of the Communist movement* 

In October 1963 , the Central Committee of the French Communist 
Party, examining the distressing problems which had arisen in the wake 
of the disagreements within the Communist movement, pronounced Itself in 
favor of a new international conference, "so as to reaffirm, while taking 
account of the changes which have taken place, the general line of the 
international Communist movement, and to make all possible decisions for 
the defense of its unity." 

This position was also ratified by the XVII Congress in May 1964* 

The consultative conference which has Just taken place at Moscow 
and in which delegates of nineteen parties participated—among them the 
French Communist Party, represented by Raymond Guyot, member of the 
political bureau, and Jean Kanapa, member of the Central Committee— 
vent on in an international context which requires all Marxlst-Lenlnist 
parties, all peaceful and democratic forces, to make united efforts on 
a larger scale to defeat new acts of aggression and imperialism* 

What Serves to Unite 

The declaration of the participants in the Moscow meeting upon the 
events in Vietnam, published 3 March, draws attention precisely to the 
agitations of American imperialism which is attempting to destroy by 
violence the movement for national liberation! The savage bookings of 
districts in socialist Vietnam create a new situation in Southeast Asia, 
fraught with serious complications for the whole international movement*" 
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It was Important to launch this appeal to solidarity in the active 
struggle against imperialist aggression, simultaneously as an expression 
of unanimous wish to defend the sacred right of each people to decide its 
own fate and as a warning to imperialist groups who are speculating about 
the divergences in the socialist community and the world Communist move¬ 
ment, trying to profit from those divergences and strengthen themselves 
In dangerous adventures. 

The new International conditions with which the Communist parties 
are confronted bring them face to face with the common enemy, imperialism* 
to seek ways and means of closing ranks once more, to defend world peace* 
to uphold the movement of popular liberation, and to achieve the historic 
objectives of the working class* 

The explicit reference of the participants in the Moscow meeting 
to this idea that "what unites the Communist Parties is Incomparably strong* 
er than what temporarily separates them," is in no way a simple rhetorical 
statenant, as the bourgeois press in Trance and in the capitalist world 
claims. 


Pretending to calculate the chances for a new cohesion in the 
Communist movement, that same press deliberately confused the necessity 
reaffirmed at the meeting for a new international conference with the 
new means defined for its active and careful preparation and its convoc¬ 
ation "at the useful time" to use the same terms as the communique* 

The Most Important Result 

The most Important result of the Moscow meeting is precisely tbs 
unanimous recognition that "in the current conditions, international 
conferences of the Communist and workers* parties are an effective form 
of exchanges of opinions and experiences, of collective enrichment of 
Marxlst-Lenlnist theory and of elaboration of common positions in the 
struggle for common objectives." 

Ibis notion is familiar to Trench Communists; it has been and is 
still the basis of their policy; it expresses their positive participation 
in the Internationalism of the proletariat, in the defense of cohesion 
and unity of the Communist movement. 

This is the way it is when they underline their fidelity to the 
general line defined by the 1957 end i960 conferences; this is the way it 
is when they declared that in their view, an international conference is 
not and could not be in any way a meeting which has as its goal the 
"excommunication" of anyone. 

Active Attitude 

We are happy to find this position of principle in the objectlvee 
of the Moscow meeting. In fact, while examining the question of the 




preparations and organisation of a new international conference, it 
advanced another suggestion to which we in the French Communist Party are 
also attached: to adopt an active attitude to assure the holding and 
the success of a new world conference. It is to this commitment that 
the communique of the political bureau of the French Communist Party 
•usaons us, when it underlines how desirable a preliminary consultative 
nesting of the "Si" which took part in the i 960 oonference would be. 

Program of Realistic Activity 

In sum, and as the first balance-sheet for the work in Moscow, it 
can be said that the essential achievements deal with three orders of 
questions: 

1) Fundamental question: despite the divergences, the elements 
for unity capable of forming a concrete basis for the cohesion of the 
Cosmunist movement exist. It follows from this that "common actions 

In the struggle for common objectives constitute the surest means to 
surmount existing divergences." 

2) Question of ways and means: to advance towards unity, the 
holding of a new international conference as the appropriate and positive 
form of the internationalism of the proletariat at the present time. 

3 ) Question of procedure: consultations with all parties to call 
first of all a preliminary consultative meeting of the representatives of 
the Bl parties who participated in the i 960 conference. 

It is, in short, a realistic program. It Implies reciprocal good 
will and a common effort of all Marxlst-Lenlnlst parties to deal with 
their problems with a spirit of responsibility and to close up their ranks 
progressively, on the basis of the complete equality and independence of 
each sister party* 
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FRENCH CP COMMUNIQUE LAUDING MOSCOW CONFERENCE 


Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled "Com- 
■unique of the Political Bureau of the French Coimunist Party* After 
the Moscow Meeting,* in the French-language weekly organ of the 
French CP, France Nouvelle (New France). No 1011. Paris. 17-21 
Haroh l^/pageTT:- 

The Political Bureau of the French Communist Party has heard the 
report of Comrade Raymond Ouyot on the work of the consultative meeting 
of representatives of nineteen Communist and workers 1 parties held at 
Moscow from the 1st to the 3th of March 1963* It approves the activity 
of Its delegation and the communique adopted unanimously by the parties 
nesting at Moscow. 

This meeting, animated by a fraternal spirit of cooperation and 
unity, made it possible, in the course of fruitful exchanges of opinions, 
to seek the means capable of surmounting divergences and of reinforcing 
cohesion in the world Communist movement against imperialism, for peace 
and democracy, for popular Independence, and for socialism. 

The Political Bureau underlines, as is stated in the communique, 
that the holding of a new international conference of the parties 
Is entirely responsive to the Interests of the international Communist 
sovement. It approves the measures envisaged which look forward to 
undertaking such a conference and preparing for it in an active and 
careful fashion. It particularly considers desirable that there be a 
preliminary consultative meeting of the eighty-one parties which took 
part in the i960 international conference. 

The new world conference of the parties would permit a determination 
of tlie general orientation of the entire movement, in taking account of 
the Important and positive changes which occurred in the world situation 
since the last conference in I960* It would contribute at the same time 
to the reinforcement, on a Marxlst-Leninist basis, of the international- 
las of the proletariat and the general line defined in the 1937 and i960 
declarations, the cohesion of the world Communist movement, an essential 
condition for the attainment of new successes for the anti-imperialist 
forces in the world. 



Animated by the principles defined by the international conferences 
of 1957 and i 960 and by its own congresses, the French Communist Party 
will pursue its active solidarity with regard to the peoples who are vic¬ 
tims of imperialism and colonialism* The Moscow meeting bore witness to 
its solidarity with the heroic Vietnamese people, the Workers' Party of 
Vletnami and called for international solidarity in the struggle against 
acts of aggression committed by imperialism, and above all by American 
imperialism, in different regions of the world. 

The French Communist Party will work for the reinforcement of 
the fraternal and battle ties with all the Communist and workers' parties. 
It will contribute to the achievement of the objectives established at 
the Moscow meeting of the 1st to the 5th of March 1965 for the holding and 
the success of a new world conference of the Communist and workers' parties, 
with the effort of reinforcing Marxlst-Lenlnlst unity in Communist ranks 
for the struggle against imperialism, for national popular liberation, 
for peace and peaceful coexistence of states with different social regimes, 
and for the vital interests and historic objectives of the working class. 
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NILS HOLMBERG REPLIES TO CRITICISM OF HIS BOOK 


Following is a translation of an article by Nils Holmberg entitled, 
"Reply to An Evolutionary Romanticist" in the Swedish-language 
weekly newspaper of the Swedish CP, Ny Dag (New Day), Stockholm, 
12-18 March 1 9 ( 6 , page 6 . 


In the pre-publication review of ny book "Where is the Swedish Com* 
aunist Party Going" which Ny Dag -At [No 8 , 1965] bestowed upon me, the re¬ 
viewer pointed out what he believes to be mistake. [See Translations on 
International Conmunist Developments, No. 699# JFRS: 29,136]. It is, he as- 
aerta, unreasonable to think that the program set up by the Conmunist Inter¬ 
nationa 1 in 1928 was based, among other things, upon the 
events in Aadalen. In this he is both right and wrong if 
he believes that I have maintained the opposite view. I 
have only presented, among the reasons why the Swedish Com- 
nunist Party until the time the Comintern was disbanded in 
1943 held steadfastly to this program, the Aadalen events 
as one of many historical and political facts. This one 
can Justifiably allow oneself to do. The fact is that the 
Swedish translation of the program from which 1 quoted did 
not appear until 1937, six years after the Aadalen events. 

It is very natural that both at that time and later they 
constituted part of the motivation when the party agreed 
with the formulations of this program. 

It would have made me happy if the reviewer had at 
least made an attempt rationally to answer the most essen¬ 
tial point of my criticism, namely the accusation, based 
on many facts, against the present party leadership that 
it is in the process of changing the Swedish Communist Par¬ 
ty into a left-Socialist appendix to the Social Democratic 
Party. However, I can easily understand that this has been 
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difficult for him and that he therefore chose to attempt 
to dismiss the book as a bunch of calumnies and a manifes¬ 
tation of revolutionary romanticism. That method is suit¬ 
able however, only until the book is printed and has been 
read by a couple of thousand party comrades and other workers. 
After that it will no longer be suitable for then the workers 
will themselves be able to judge both the book's character 
and what is right from the point of view of a revolutionary 
worker: the Marxist-Leninist criticism which the book gives 
of the present platform and policy of the party, and of the 
evolutionary romanticism which Comrade Hermansson and his par¬ 
tisans have built on dogma discarded by the Social Democrats. 

The reviewer in Ny Dag has already in his special man¬ 
ner admitted the correctness of the points of view 1 profess. 
He has done it through accusing me of undertaking "a rescue 
action for the anti-Communist forces in this country". This 
is practically the same kind of shrewd reasoning that the 
Social Democrats evolved when they once accused the inter¬ 
national Communist movement of having caused fascism and 
nazlsm to appear through its mere existence. One can read 
between the lines that the reviewer and those who reason 
like him are so frightened by anti-Communism that they want 
to capitulate to it and liquidate the Communist party. They 
can always try. However, those who in this manner, conscious¬ 
ly or unconsciously, try to make the anti-Communist cause 
victorious through killing the Communist party, will find, 
now as always, that the task surpasses their strength. The 
revolutionary workers and the revolutionary Intellectuals in 
our country will see to It that the Communist Party of Sweden 
will live and fulfill its historic task. 
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NILS HOIMBERO CRITICIZED BT GOETEBORO 
CCMfJNIST ASSOCIATION 


/Following is a translation of an article en¬ 
titled 'This is What We Think: You are Entire¬ 
ly too Passive", in the Swedish-language daily 
newspaper Ny Dag (New Day), organ of the Com¬ 
munist Party ofSweden, No 10, Stockholm, 12- 
18 March 1965, p. 6.7 


The Board of the Torpa-Kaelltorp's Communist Associa¬ 
tion in Goeteborg to which several of Nils Holmberg's old 
friends belong, at its latest meeting discussed Holmberg's 
actions and decided to send him a letter. We have received 
a copy of the letter and consider it of interest to publish 
it. 

Comrade Nils Holmberg = 

At our last board meeting we had several important 
questions to deal with: our meeting to deal with the price 
question and the studies, for example. However, since the 
neetlng was held after your press conference, this was also 
discussed. 

Nobody approved of your action, and we especially 
disliked your turning to a press which as a rule is hostile 
to our party, to present your views. How do you and the 
others behind your brochure think we can have confidence 
in you, when you take such steps? 

We considered this at our meeting and decided to 
irrito and tell you what we thought. We also send the let¬ 
ter *to Ny Dag in case they want to publish it. 

With regard to your views, noone approved of them. 

Not a single person. We have not read the brochure, but 
the newspapers have with ill-concealed malice quoted so 
such of it that we have a general idea of its contents. 



w. do not wish to get rid of C. H. Hermansson, nor 
do we want to have an extra congress. You should know that 
it takes much time to organize and carry through a congress. 
We have more than enough to deal with in the associations. 

Any one who has a question to take up at the party congress 
can do so at the regular congress next year. 

We have confidence in C. H. Hermansson and the other 
comrades in the Party Board whom we have ourselves helped 
put in their positions through our congress representatives. 
We think the Party Board has thus far done a good job of 
putting into effect the decisions of the 20th Party Congress. 

Above all we approve of the fact that the program 
of the Communist Party -- including the Socialist goals ~ 
is presented in an intelligible manner, both with regard to 
language and content. We are convinced that our success in 
the election was due not least to this fact. At the places 
of work and everywhere else where we are active we now meet 
with enormous interest in the party, as well as with sym¬ 
pathy for our work. This is not only a matter for satisfac¬ 
tion, it opens up prospects and possibilities which we had 
almost forgotten during the years of adversity. Far from 
thinking that the present party had led the party away from 
Socialism, we think that it has brought us closer to Social¬ 
ism. Our slogan of Socialist rejuvenation has been received 
with sympathy as no other slogan in many, many years. The 
activity which has released our success and which our suc¬ 
cess releases, can, if we make the right use of our possibil¬ 
ities, bring us a great step closer to the goal. 

We also approve of the fact that the party leadership 
has made it an objective to improve meeting and study forms; 
likewise we approve of the new newspaper presentation which 
has given us a press as never before. 

We realize that criticism may be necessary, and we 
have ourselves made critical remarks. But we do not plan 
to run to other papers to bring them forth. We have learned 
that there are other ways. Above all we know that we lose 
the effect, if not the right, of our criticism, if we our¬ 
selves remain passive. 

This is another reason why we disapprove of your 
attacks on the party leadership. You yourself are entirely 
too passive. As we have been able to detect, you have not 
for a long time shown the least interest in bringing the 
party forward together with us. 

What kind of a party would it be, if the members were 
to follow your methods and example? 

With greetings, 

Torpa-Kaelltorps Communist Association 
The Board 
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Anna Andersson, Sven Andersson, Ebba Boerjesson, Maerta 
Eliasson, Kurt Kolling, Gustav Lindgren, Emm Lundgren, 
Ethel Svensson, Uaja Svensson. 
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MILS HOUfflERO ATTACKED, DEFENDED IN NT DAQ 


/Following is a translation of an article by 
Xars Herlitz, entitled "Answer Criticism with 
Argument!" in the Swedish-language daily news* 
paper Ny Dag (New Day), organ of the Communist 
Party of Sweden, No 10, Stockholm 12*18 March 
1965, p 14.7 


In the article "Revolutionary Romanticism or Practical Politics?" 

(Ny Dag No 3, page 10) a broohure manuscript by Nils Holmberg* which has 
tlBO been partly reviewed in other newspapers, is examined* [See Transla¬ 
tions on International Communist Developments, No* 699, JPRSt 29,136]* 

1 cannot possibly accept the main lines of Holmberg v s 
views as they appear in these reviews, among other things, 
because of the facts which are mentioned in the above-men¬ 
tioned article and which I agree with. 

But it is also stated in the same article that Holm- 
berg’s brochure "objectively" is a provocation, that it at¬ 
tempts to sharpen the anti-Comraunist sword of the party's 
adversaries, and that it serves another purpose than it 
"pretends to serve": it is "in reality a rescue action for 
the anti-Communist forces in this country". This type of 
argumentation is, as far as I can understand, a relapse in¬ 
to old discussion methods which lack both logic snd effec¬ 
tiveness. 

In the first place: if the party leadership and pol¬ 
icy are attacked from a purely "revolutionary romanticist" 
point of view, how in the world can it sharpen the so-called 
anti-Communist sword of our adversaries? The attack is then 
in itself a fully manifest piece of evidence that the party 
leadership and policy do not make obeisance to revolutionary 
romanticist views. 

In the second place: critical views about the party. 
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whether by Anton Strand or Nils Holmberg, should be met by 
argument and on a purely objective basis. Unsupported as¬ 
sertions about other objectives or "objective effects" than 
the ones expressed on the other hand, totally miss the mark. 
Such assertions can be fabricated about all criticism and 
makes continues discussion meaningless. 
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ITALIAN SOCIALIST SATISFIED WITH OUTCOME 
OP THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE 


Following is a translation of an article by Lucio Libertini en¬ 
titled, "The Moscow Conference 11 in the Italian-language 
weekly organ of the Italian Socialist Party of Proletarian Unity, 
Hondo Nuovo (New World), No* 11, Rome, 13 March 1965, page 1* 


The meeting in Moscow held by the Communist parties 
preparatory to an actual conference was set for the end of 
1964) it was then put off until March, 1965 and it was 
held at that time. The change of dates,though,is only the 
superficial evidence of a much deeper political change. 

In fact, it had been Khrushchev who wanted to call the con¬ 
ference and its consultative preliminary meeting when he 
was head of the Soviet party,to serve a specific political 
purpose. In Khrushchev's plans the conference was to have 
drawn a clearly outlined boundary between the Soviet and 
the Chinese positions by greatly modifying the program put 
out by the 1957 end i 960 conferences, thereby forcing the 
Communist and workers' parties to carry out a drastic choice 
from between two strategies. At the same time the split 
in the Socialist camp would have had the effect of freeing 
Moscow's hands to carry forward the exchange of views and 
discussions with the West and in particular the United 
States. 

Within only a few months the situation has changed 
radically. Khrushchev's political end was tied up to a 
great degree with the outcome of this conference of world 
Communism. There was an increase from day to day in re¬ 
sistance to any sudden break with China. In the Asiatic 
parties the factions favorable to the ideological and po¬ 
litical positions taken by China even gained the upper hand. 
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These trends remained in a minority position in Europe,but 
even the majority favoring the Soviet policy judged the 
break with China to be an error and a misfortune* The Com¬ 
munists took different positions throughout the remainder 
of the world,but the supporters of Khrushchev's extreme po¬ 
sition added up to a small minority* Khrushchev thus found 
himself defeated and blocked in connection with an undertak¬ 
ing which was of crucial importance to his strategy; it 
was this unsolved problem added to the others which brought 
about his disappearance from the political scene* 

Simultaneously the reality of the world situation 
was moving in a specific direction* The break between Indo¬ 
nesia and the UN outlined the possibility of formation of 
a bloc of over a billion people organized around Peiping. 

The American aggression in Viet Nam was imperialism's answer 
to this prospect* The Soviet Union, even though keeping 
open the road to a renewal of the dialogue with the Vest, 
had to put it obligation of solidarity with the Socialist 
countries attacked by American imperialism before anything 
else • 


Under these conditions the consultative conference in 
Moscow had to be necessarily one of a tentative nature* None 
of the problems or the differences affecting the world work¬ 
ers' movement was held back. But a condition of necessity 
or urgency exerted its pressure on everything, namely, the 
need for resistance to the imperialist menace* On the other 
hand the new International conditions and internal Soviet 
conditions require that one call a halt in order to reconsider 
all the problems* This is all clearly reflected in the fi¬ 
nal communique coming out of the conference which tells us 
in substance two things: (1) It declares that the unity of 
the Socialist countries and the Communist parties against 
imperialism is "stronger than all their differences;" (3) 

It puts off a confrontation of the different political 
positions to the future, expressing the hope that such a 
confrontation will be able to take place without any great 
heating of the debate. 

One can only congratulate oneself on this outcome, 
even if only of a provisional nature* Ve were among those 
who from the start,even though recognizing Khrushchev's 
great merits in breaking with the dogmatic bloc,were very 
much worried about the developments of his international 
policy and about the possibility of a complete break between 
China and the USSR. Ve have always considered it to be a 
tragedy for humanity and for Socialism for conflicts to 
take place among Socialist countries, particularly when they 
develop along the same lines of separation as divide the in¬ 
dustrialized countries from the underdeveloped onea*„_-Ve 



have always maintained that peaceful coexistence could not 
be looked upon in terms of the status quo, in terms of the 
division of the world into crystallized spheres of influ¬ 
ence. Ve must therefore look upon the new arrangement as 
a positive one even if we are aware of its transitory or 
tentative nature; all of the problems remain to be dis¬ 
cussed and the Ideological and political dedication of the 
workers' parties must be made to measure up to them. 

10,707 
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EXCERPTS PROM THE SPEECH OP ACHILLE OCCHETTO TO THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL 07 THE ITALIAN COMUNIST TOOTH FEDERATION 


Following la a translation of exoarpta from a speech by Achille 
Occhetto to the FOCI National Council, in the Itallan-language 
weekly news organ of the Italian Co—unlat Youth Federation, 
Nuots Oeneraalone (New Generation), 13 March 19#, Rone, page 1. 


/Sub-head7* The work of the FGCI National Council 
started yesterday afternoon (12 March 1965) et Italian 
Communist Party Central Committee headquarters* The speech 
by Comrade Achille Occhetto, FGCI National Secretary, is 
published here belows 

/Text, excerpts7* 

Comradeat 

As you all know, the Seventeenth National Congress 
of the FGCI was set for the latter part of April at the 
last session of our Central Committee,and at that time 
the commission was appointed whose job it would be to draw 
up the agenda* 

This commission worked throughout the months of Jan* 
uary and February in keeping with its siandate from the Cen¬ 
tral Committee; as you will remember, this siandate had in¬ 
dicated both the need to face up to the problems brought 
up by the Yalta memorandum,and the need to further strength¬ 
en the FGCI's political line and to point out the instru¬ 
ments to be used and the platform to follow in the strug¬ 
gles carried on by the mass of the young people as a plat¬ 
form for the congress to investigate* Acting in the light 
of this general indication, the agenda commission came up 
with two documents, the first of which faced up to certain 
basic problems of our party's strategy, even if only doing 
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so in a partial, incomplete manner. 

As customary,our FGCI executive board met with the 
Party executive board to discuss the general set-up and 
tone of the congress. Our Party comrades stated quite 
clearly during the course of this meeting that it was fit¬ 
ting and proper that the FGCI should openly tackle the 
whole range of political problems and that at this particu¬ 
lar juncture it would be impossible for the FGCI to hold 
its own congress without touching deeply on certain matters 
of strategy. In reality the Party executive board did not 
deny the validity of the FGCI's taking a general political 
stand, nor did it ask us to occupy ourselves with the prob¬ 
lems of youth in the light of the £olitical line laid down 
by the Tenth Congress of the PCI /Partito Comunista Itali- 
ano; Italian Communist Party7; quite the contrary, it rec¬ 
ognized — independent of the content of any proposals we 
may have wished to make -- that the problems we had raised 
were real ones and that the Party, itself, would be obliged 
to face up to them in view of its own approaching congress* 
Viewed in this light the question arose as to the propriety 
of holding on practically the very eve of a pre-Party con¬ 
gress campaign an FGCI congress which would have the effect 
of crystallizing and bringing to a premature head a program 
of study and investigation involving the whole of the Com¬ 
munist movement. In the light of these considerations our 
Party Executive Board comrades suggested that the program 
of investigation be embarked upon jointly by holding a joint 
meeting of the two executive boards, which took place two 
weeks ago, and by more intensive, responsible participation 
than usual on the part of the FGCI membership in the prepar¬ 
ations for the Eleventh Congress of the PCI and in the con¬ 
gress debate. This signifies in reality not only broad, 
responsible participation by clubs and provincial federations 
in the central planning but also broad participation in the 
Party congresses which will have to be put in practice by a 
decision to the effect that FGCI members invited to Party 
congresses would take on the attributes of delegates with 
the right to vote and be heard on the floor. 

Postponement of the FGCI National Congress 

The FGCI leadership and executive board have decided 
to accept this invitation to carry out a joint investigation 
which not only in no way violates our own autonomy but even 
contributes to the positive function of adding Communist 
youth*s own ideas to those suggested by others during the 
stage of investigating the basic strategic problems of the 
workers* movement such as will be represented by the Ninth 
Congress of the PCI. Because of this we have proposed to 
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the Central Committee that they postpone our congress until 
after the Party congress; this postponement is also made 
necessary by the fact that the complexity of the problems 
raised by us would in any case have required a longer per¬ 
iod of study and investigation than we had originally fore¬ 
seen • 


But postponement of the congress does not mean that 
we should drop any of the work done to date on working up 
an agenda for discussion, nor should we drop any of the 
problems which have been raised. Actually at the study 
session held with Party leaders we went even deeper into 
the analysis of the content of our agenda and since we be¬ 
lieve that this discussion should be made the common pro¬ 
perty of all our organization I think it would be well in 
this report to call attention to the main points offered 
by us as representing our positions and the subjects on the 
agenda for discussion. The method we adopted for our in¬ 
vestigation -- which must now be looked upon as a contribu¬ 
tion to the Party Congress -- was born out of the discovery 
that the new problems and the radical changes which have 
taken place during the past forty years of revolutionary 
struggles call for a development of Marxism and Leninism 
which will give up the tendency to automatic repetition of 
the lessons in the books by the founding fathers of Marxism 
while at the same time avoiding the tendency to face up to 
new problems without taking into account the substance of 
revolutionary method and thought. 

It is with this in mind that we adopt as our own 
Gramsci's call to identify the unique features characteris¬ 
tic of advanced capitalistic society, together with the 
problems raised by them for the strategy of the struggle 
and coming to power of the working class, problems which 
prevented the Russian revolutionary model from Immediately 
gaining a sweeping victory in the capitalistic Vest as an 
aftermath of the October Revolution; the failure of this 
to take place goes to show that the solution can no longer 
be found today in a simple return to Leninist orthodoxy. 

The Revolution in the Vest 

It is with this very same fact in mind that we have 
stated that the general premise on which one bases the 
search for an original strategy for.the Italian and Euro¬ 
pean working classes to come to power is one which must 
take into account the diversity of problems and tasks 
which a Socialist revolution must solve (in taking over 
the reins of power) in highly developed capitalistic coun¬ 
tries; this is true because it is necessary in coming to 
grips with the problems of working class unity, the set- 


63 


ting up of a bloc of alliances, the taking over and admin¬ 
istration of power, to take into account the peculiar char¬ 
acteristics and features taken on by the struggle for So¬ 
cialism in countries where the dictatorship of the bourg- 
eoise class has long been consolidated and where the revo¬ 
lutionary process does not start in the form of a democra- 
tlc-bourgeoise or a colonial revolution but instead where 
such a revolution conflicts directly with the economic 
structure and the political power of an advanced capitalis¬ 
tic society. 

Therefore it is absolutely necessary that one under¬ 
stand the difference between the situation in existence in 
advanced capitalistic societies and the situation in Russia 
in 1917 and in all those countries which have had victori¬ 
ous revolutions up to now if there is to be any favorable 
development of revolutionary doctrine in the capitalistic 
Vest. Failure to understand this difference makes it easy 
to give up setting up a program and a strategy which will 
directly combat capitalism and leave open good prospects 
of further development towards Socialism. It follows from 
this general statement that the Communist parties in the 
Vest and the problem of the European Left are faced with 
the need for a new change of direction arising out of a 
change of viewpoint, a new look at the tactic which goes 
no further than pressing the Communists to carry on their 
own shoulders the flag of democracy, opening up the way to 
alliances and cooperation with others to defeat the Fascist 
dictatorship; now, instead, they are faced with the need 
of solving the problem of positive alliance and unity on 
a program of Socialist transformation of society capable 
of aiding in the formation of a new bloc of political and 
social forces* 

This means in reality establishing a new relation¬ 
ship between the two concepts, democratic struggle and So¬ 
cialist struggle; this is all the more true if one consid¬ 
ers the fact that the relationship between democracy and 
Socialism is not always the same during all the periods of 
development of capitalism and during all the different 
stages of the political struggle. Under a historic situa¬ 
tion such as that existing in Italy where the deroocratic- 
bourgeoise revolution has already been brought to a con¬ 
clusion some time ago and ^fhere the question of an alter¬ 
native to capitalist society arises, there is an extremely 
close relationship between democracy and Socialism because 
democracy cannot be defended and strengthened except 
through a prospect of Socialism and economic and democra¬ 
tic reforms must take on a new content, a Socialist content* 



Being Clear About Socialism 


The problem of social self-government most be faced as one hypothesis 
for the development of a Socialist society which could have as its inter- 
nediate goals the building up of the movement and its regulation from the 
bottom up; this oould take the form of unified, all-factory assemblies 
and municipal-level agricultural conferences* 

Here, though, we come up against a second side to 
the question* The building of a new historic bloc, the 
hypothesis upon which our Party proceeds, cannot be left 
to the spontaneous action of the movement as a whole since 
all forms of indifference to the problems of the long-range 
Socialist prospect would be harmful for two reasons* First 
of all we cannot achieve unity of the Socialist forces with¬ 
out coming to grips with certain general theories of the de¬ 
velopment of a Socialist society, that is, without facing 
up to the problems of the political democracy and organiza¬ 
tion of society bound up with changes in social relations* 

Nor secondly can we fail to take into account the fact that 
past errors, present difficulties and the dispute under way 
within the international Communist movement have all con¬ 
tributed towards casting a shadow over the favorable fea¬ 
tures of a Socialist society in the minds of the broad 


What do we mean by a Socialist society? What is 
the part to be played by the working class, the intellec¬ 
tuals, the political parties, the labor unions, in such a 
society? What is the state's role and how is it to be or¬ 
ganized? These are the points one must delve into* We 
know perfectly well -- even while insisting on greater 
Marxist rigor -- that it is not enough to return to Marx 
in order to be able to grapple with these questions* 

Marx bequeathed us a critique of capitalistic so¬ 
ciety and a method of thinking; in order to face the prob¬ 
lems which confront us today it will be necessary to start 
on the basis of a critical analysis of the Socialist so¬ 
cieties and the historical experiences accumulated over 
the past forty years* This is the only way we will be able 
to grasp the central problem of every Socialist society, 
namely, the objective requirement that there be centralized 
Administration of the overall plan, making all direct demo¬ 
cratic solutions impossible while at the same time raising 




the question as to just how democratic any choices made at 
the central level can be when they come about without being 
the end result of the sum of choices made by enterprises 
and corporate bodies* Because of this we are against any 
view of a Socialist society which sees it as nothing more 
than an organization of productive forces and loses sight 
of the multiplicity of society's functions and its many 
ramifications* Nor do we on the other hand intend to up¬ 
hold any new sovietized type system over against the insti¬ 
tutions of representative democracy (Parliament, local ad¬ 
ministrative bodies, etc*) such as would act as a counter¬ 
part to elective assemblies in a kind of dual sharing of 
power• 

Such a system would only be an abstract concept in 
the struggle, incapable of solving any of the objective 
problems of a Socialist society* 

We have already seen this to be true because even 
after party and class have become one, even after social 
self-government and state administration have become iden¬ 
tified with one another, even after the masses have been 
able to participate in management of the economy at the 
level of individual productive units (enterprises, farms, 
etc*), there still exists the need to solve the problem of 
democratic choice on the level of the overall plan and 
hence the problem of centralized power and the democratic 
organization of such power* 

It is necessary to see the favorable part played in 
this respect by political parties, Parliament and the elec¬ 
ted assemblies in favoring a democratic organization pre¬ 
venting formation of a dualism or separation between social 
self-government and the elective assemblies and leading in¬ 
stead to a mutually-inclusive presence of both in a single 
form, the character of which must be dictated by the form 
of development taken on by the class struggle* 

We consider it important to state with extreme clar¬ 
ity to the masses and the other Socialist forces that the 
road we wish to follow, placing the emphasis on social 
self-government, overcomes the dangers of bureaucratic sub¬ 
jectivism and arbitrary personal decisions characterizing 
those arrangements wherein Socialist society is identified 
with or equated to management by the State* 

We therefore state with extreme clarity that even 
if there is on one hand a need for an expansion and a 
strengthening of democracy among the workers there also 
is a political and economic need on the other hand for 
democratic participation on the national level and hence 
a need for a change in the functions of elective assem- 



biles as wall as a need to define the relationship between 
Parliament and social self-government and between Parlia¬ 
ment and overall planning of the economy; this is the 
problem of working class participation its checking func¬ 
tions and its exercising of leadership of the national 
level* One could therefore assume that Parliament could 
still retain a function of its own during a transitional 
period, keeping in mind though the fact that these same 
representative bodies would have to undergo radical changes 
to take on an entirely new and unique relationship with re¬ 
spect to the complex, many-sided system of social self- 
government within which Parliament tends to become one of 
the forms through which popular sovereignty expresses it¬ 
self with a view to overcoming the division between poli¬ 
tical and social life* 

This way social life and the organization of the 
state would undergo changes hand in hand* 

At the same time we say that the more the immediate 
management of affairs is carried on through social self- 
government and the less it is carried on by the Party, the 
easier it will be to counteract the charges of party dic¬ 
tatorship so often made against the party and we will be 
doing away with the concept of a party which has the func¬ 
tion of representing the whole of the State and society 
while indicating at the same time the concrete possibility 
of the presence of a number of parties in Socialist society* 

These problems, which may at first glance seem to 
be abstract and applicable to a far-off time in the future, 
take on a new sense of urgency and political timeliness 
in view of current developments on the economic, social 
and governmental scenes* 
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ITALIAN SOCIALIST ORGAN QUESTIONS AUTONOMY 
OF THE PCI, IN THE LIGHT OF THE MOSCOW CONFERENCE 


Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
" Pravda Refutes Berlinguer" in the Itallan-language daily news¬ 
paper of the Italian Socialist Party, Avantil (Forwardl), Rone, 
13 March 1965, pages 1 and 7. 


/Subtitle7? Up to what point is the PCI /Partito 
Comunista Italiano; Italian Communist Party7 really auton¬ 
omous after the conference of the "19 M 7 

/Text7: Rinascita (Rebirth), the PCI's weekly, is 
publishing today (13 March 1965) the speech by Enrico Ber¬ 
linguer before the consultative conference of the 19 Commu¬ 
nist parties held in Moscow March 1-5- The editor’s note 
states that the speech was made during general discussions* 
If one thought before now that the PCI delegation in Mos¬ 
cow had come to grips with any basic questions^such as 
were to be found in the Togliatti memorandum drawn up at 
Yalta or that he had contested the reasonableness of in¬ 
voking the program texts of the 1957 end I960 conferences 
(made effective for the present time by the communique 
issued by the » there is nothing of the kind to be 

seen in any of Enrico Berlinguer*s statements. Rinascita 1 s 
editorial note states that the discussion was certainly not 
limited on the side of the Italians to just the speech be¬ 
ing published in their issue. We are sure that this is so 
and we will await with interest the publication of other 
documents permitting us to change our judgment. This is 
all the more true since Pravda yesterday (12 March 1965)* 
in citing the program obligations and tasks taken on by 
the various Communist parties in the 1957 and i 960 confer¬ 
ences, actually refuted certain weak reservations made in 
Berlinguer• s speech• 

The head of the PCI's delegation to Moscow started 
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by finding that there were differences among the "19" in 
their evaluations (of how to act towards the Chinese)• The 
first part of his speech is an analysis of the international 
situation marked by pessimism -- which we certainly do not 
wish to contest -- particularly with respect to the turn of 
events in Vietnam* On the basis of this analysis a new pro¬ 
posal is made for unity with the Chinese, quoting sentences 
from the Yalta memorandum: the "unavoidable necessity" of 
common action against imperialism; "it is unthinkable that 
China and the Chinese Communists could be excluded from 
this unity*" Enrico Berlinguer adds, "and our fellow com¬ 
rades will allow us to remind them that these words came 
from and come from a party leader whose ideological and 
political positions have always been the opposite pole of 
the Chinese positions on basic questions*" 

Later there is a brief reference to the Twentieth 
Congress of the CPSU. It opened a process of innovation 
"but one must be aware of the fact, in our opinion, that 
we still have serious delays in very many fields and that 
we must free ourselves of the dogmatic encrustations which 
have accumulated over many years, acting as a drag on the 
development of thought and political initiative*" There 
is, then, an admission as to the well-known "slowness" de¬ 
nounced by Togliatti at Yalta, but Togliatti spoke, even 
if cautiously, of a "limitation and suppression of democra¬ 
tic and personal freedoms," and the PCI had proposed to 
face up to this question and get at the bottom of it during 
the course of the planned Moscow meeting* Here, in Berlin- 
guer's words, the subject is faced only fleetingly, with 
enormous caution, as if quoting a phrase placed there to 
save face* Berlinguer adds that with respect to the turn 
of events at the Twentieth Congress of the CPSU, one must 
go deeper into the problems faced by the parties which 
operate in the West and in the underdeveloped countries; 
then with just the same tremendous amount of caution he 
closes his speech in conclusion to this reference to the 
Twentieth Congress by stating, "and we refer to the ques¬ 
tions which are faced by the Socialist countries in devel¬ 
oping their economies, their democratic life and their mu¬ 
tual relations*" 

Well, then, have the PCI delegates spoken of Social¬ 
ist democracy? Even so, we would say yes, they did* But 
how did they do it? How effectively? With how much force? 
With how much conviction? Very little, indeed* As a re¬ 
sult it is no surprise that the Moscow communique failed 
to even mention in the least the subject of Socialist de¬ 
mocracy as one of the contenders to be faced up to together 
with the Chinese (and the Italian Communists had sworn that 
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for them the two subjects could not be treated separately 
from one another. 

Following Berlinguer's speech everything was dedi¬ 
cated to the question whether or not to call the now famous 
world conference Khrushchev planned as a trial to excommu¬ 
nicate Maoism. Berlinguer repeated the well-known position 
of the PCI, namely, wisdom and prudence in combating the 
Chinese factionalism, unsuitability of a world conference, 
the Italian Communists not opposing it in principle as long 
as it were unitary with participation by all the parties, 
including the Chinese. As a result it would be appropriate 
not to set in motion an "organizational mechanism" having 
dates and deadlines even for preliminary meetings and it 
would be Inappropriate to give "organizational continuity" 
to the consultative conference of the "19"• 

Two reservations emerge from his speech nevertheless, 
namely, that it is necessary to do away with "long outmoded 
schemes and methods" hence there is a need to recognize the 
autonomy of the individual parties, which "excludes the pos¬ 
sibility of any form of centralized organization, even a 
new one"; the second reservation is that any world confer¬ 
ence which is to take place should be preceded "by an ade¬ 
quate analysis of the new problems on the agenda today and 
should therefore represent a step forwards with respect to 
the 1957 «nd I960 conferences." 

Well, then, is it true that the Italian delegation 
reaffirmed its autonomy and called up for discussion the 
program pledges and relations among parties as they were 
laid down in the 1957 and I960 meetings? The answer was 
given yesterday by Pravda which in commentating on the out¬ 
come of the Moscow meeting, wrote, "The participants in ths 
conference expressed themselves unanimously in favor of 
strict observation of the standards for relations among 
parties laid down by the 1957 and i 960 conferences. It 
should be recalled," says Pravda for anyone who thinks 
otherwise, "that the i 960 declaration state that the inter¬ 
ests of the world Communist movement require that every Com¬ 
munist Party must conform to the judgments and conclusions 
worked out by fraternal parties in common during the course 
of their conferences* 11 

In practice the same basic equivocation exists in 
the program documents from 1957 and 1960^according to which 
the parties are equal, but there is always one "more equal 
than the others." The obligation to "observe" the decis¬ 
ions, to "conform" to on obligatory line, to follow in 
other words the guiding party, is shaded or hidden in the 
sense that the line is dictated in its "conclusions" by a 



majority vote. Very well, but if today the majority vote 
is dictated by the Soviets and if tomorrow it will be dic¬ 
tated by the Chinese, where will the "national routes" and 
the individual autonomies end up? 

Obviously neither Enrico Berlinguer nor the carbon¬ 
copy communique given out the other day by the PCI leader¬ 
ship give any answer to this question. 

It is known that the guiding state and guiding party 
can no longer be overbearing as they were in the past. But 
the PCI signed a compromising declaration with respect to 
which the attempts at justification given by Berlinguer are 
worthless. Why did he do it? Why did he sign a document 
which takes no heed of the problems of Socialist democracy, 
which gives back again the power of law to support rela¬ 
tions of subjection however masked they may be and going 
back to the conferences of 1957 And i 960 ?, appealing to 
the "double" strategy of coexistence emerged from the i 960 
meeting? 

It appears that there is disagreement in the PCI for 
these reasons as to the advisability of having signed the 
communique of the "19"• It is said that the Amendola group 
held it to be absurd to sign such a confusing, compromising, 
contradictory document. Certain Communists are said to have 
stated that before signing a paper like that it was not 
enough to obtain the authorization of the party leadership 
but would have been better to first consult the Central 
Committee. We do not know whether these "rumors" have any 
foundation. The question as to why they signed it still 
remains valid, though. 

10,707 
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VORWAERTSi 'BREAKDOWN OF MOSCOW PREPARATORY CONFERENCE' 


Following la a translation of an artlole by Walter Osten entitled, 
"Breakdown of Moscow Preparatory Conference" in the German- 
language Social Democratic weekly newspaper, Vorwaerts (Forward), 

Bonn, 10 March 196$, page 2. 

At the moment when these lines are written, no communique has as yet 
been published on the Mosey conference of the nineteen Communist Parties, but 
the outcome is quite obvious. It could be summed up as follows: The attempt to 
obliterate the Soviet-Chinese controversy, at least for the present moment, by 
depreciating the significance of the conference has failed. This is clearly 
demonstrated by the reactivization of Chinese polemics against the new Soviet 
leadership while the Moscow conference was taking place. The same old re¬ 
proaches, launched against Moscow right after Khrushchev's downfall, now once 
more come to life: the new leadership of the CPSU wants "Khrushchevism without 
Khrushchev," nothing has changed in their basic attitude toward decisive 
questions • 

Is this really so or just a policy to push the Soviets to the Chinose 
side, making use of the advantageous moment? There hardly can be any doubt 
that US actions against North Vietnam have once more forced the two Communist 
rivals, and more strongly than for years, to put up a united front. The Soviets 
ore prisoners of the principle that they "cannot leave a socialist country" 
without losing their allies and probably also endangering their domination in 
the respective country. For this reason they are forced to send arms to North 
Vietnam and maybe also soon will give their approval for China's intervention 
at a larger scale — no matter if the American actions were the last desperate 
attempts to turn the war luck or were aimed at the conquering of a more advanta¬ 
geous initial position for negotiations. However, two events have shown how 
narrow the elbow-room for Soviet-Chinese cooperation is, even in this single 
matter: the absence of North Vietnam at the Moscow conference despite Kosygin's 
preceding visit in Hanoi and China's refusal to let the Soviets use its air¬ 
fields for an air-lift to North Vietnam. Here the Chinese obviously play a 
malicious game. On the one hand they ask for Soviet military aid, yet on the 
other they prevent it from becoming effective in order to uphold their re¬ 
proaches that the Soviets would "betray" North Vietnam because of their policy 
of mutual understanding toward the USA; thus they create for themselves the 
possibility of appearing in the end as the sole "rescuer" of North Vietnam. 

Thus the attempts to bring about an improvement of relations between 
China on the one hand and Moscow with her East European satellites on the other, 
at least at a state level, also seems to have failed. 
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Also the differentiation process in the Moscow wing has become all the 
more manifest through the conference; the Rumanian Communists had altogether 
declined to attend* The CP of the USA had sent Just observers* The first was 
an intentional political demonstration, the second probably just a gesture 
of consideration with a view to the precarious situation of a Party who did 
not want to provide new arguments to the public prosecutor as to her dependence 
on international organizations* But the fact that the delegations represented 
in Moscow not even claimed for themselves the right to sign the communique and 
that it took almost a week to get the approval of the forty leaderships to make 
the communique public, shows in full the weakness of Moscow's position, and this 
in her own camp as well. Ten Communist forties have fallen to pieces because of 
the Moscow-foiping controversy, including those in India, Australia, Japan, 
Brasil, foru and Belgium* How strong these "Chinese" Communist Parties in some 
places are becomes evident by the election results in the Indian state Kerala 
where the "Chinese" CP got forty and the "Moscow" CP only three mandates* So it 
seems that Pslping is doing quite well* That is why also a communique, though 
mild toward Piping, oannot conceal that it once more has become evident that 
the controversies between the two Communist Blocs are too doep»rooted to be 
removed Just by military threat* These controversies could temporarily be over¬ 
shadowed by forced joint action should the situation in North Vietnam become 
worse* But they just as oertainly will merge with undiminished acidity when 
the outside pressure slackens* 
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NORRSKENS FLAHMAN CONTRASTS HERHANSSON-HOIMBERO 
7IKW& di ^TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM 


Following Is a translation of an unsigned editorial entitled, 
"C, H, Hermansson" in the Swedish-language connunlst daily 
Wdrrskens Flamman (Flame of Northern light). Lulea, 13 March 1 
WTpSieT:— 


C. H. Hermansson had an opportunity to emphasize on TV on Thursday 
what is essentially our party's direction. In contrast to Nils Holmberg in 
Ooeteborg whose ideas differ from those of the congress and who publicly 
incites party menfcers to depose their leaders, Hermansson decided that Nils 
Holmberg has a one-sided and dogmatic position on important political ques¬ 
tions, The party's direction is to bring about socialism in Sweden in a 
peaceful way, and it considers this to be possible. We are democrats. Nils 
Holmberg is of the opinion that only a war situation and an armed conflict 
can give results. There lies the important difference between the party's 
position and Nils Holmberg's. 

How things are going to go, however, does not depend only on our 
party's consequent position on peaceful and democratic policy, but also on 
itoat the enemies of socialism do, said Hermansson. The class struggle 
goes on, and if on the bourgeois side this struggle should assume fascist 
forms, or on the whole become directed at mowing down a socialistic people's 
opinion with violence, then the party would naturally readjust its fighting 
methods according to this situation. 

We have in some articles previously (among others in the editorial 
of 27 February) characterized the developments from the resolutions of the 
congress as a storm in a water glass. Nils Holmberg' a* writings and the 
articles by Anton Strand and Landii*are nothing but lonely speculations — 
perhaps also expressions of desperation which results in their getting the 
enemies of the party to help in a policy that they could get no hearing 
for within the party. In any case, there seems to be an apparent intention 
among these bourgeois and social-democratic spokesmen to make suoh confusing 
"strategists" seem spokesmen for various directions within our party, or to 
present them as representatives of the party's position on various questions. 


* [See Translations on International Conmmist Developments JPRSs 28,690 
and 28,91U.1 



When the S?-newspaper (a Finnish newspaper) in Norway* made much of Landin'* 
attaok on other Scandinavian parties and reoonmended that the two slow down 
in their activity, it happened under the circumstances of Landin's actually 
being a meaber of our party's program committee 1 

But this changes nothing considering the fact that he speculates 
without any support from our party. The oommunists In Sweden are not to 
advise our Danish and Norwegian comrades to capitulate, and in contrast to 
Landin we have a great respect for the Finnish party's ability take care of 
its problems without Swedish pointers. 


* [See Translations on International Communist Developments JTRSt 29,2051 
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STRGEHM ON MOSCOW CONFERENCE FAIUJRE 


^Following is a translation of an article by Carl Gustav 
Stroehm entitled, "Ill-Advised Conference," In Moscow the 
Split Was Carried Ch, in the German-language independent 
weekly newspaper, Christ und Veit (Christian and the World), 

Stuttgart , 12 March 1965, page 9*7 

Unostentatiously as it had begun, the conference of the nineteen Communist 
Parties in Moscow came to an end. Instead of twenty-six participants, only nine¬ 
teen showed up. Instead of five days, the undertaking was completed in only three 
days. And Instead of the materialization or at least the proclamation of world 
Communist unity, the gathering only produced new dissonances. 

That Peiping did not participate was after all not surprising. The Chinese 
Communists took advantage of the Vietnam crisis and the Soviet attempts to re¬ 
gain ideological ground, launching new sharp attacks. To what extent Moscow, to 
what extent, above all, Chairman Kosygin has failed in his East-Asian missions, 
became evident by the loud and louder crescendo of the Chinese accusations — 
first voiced by the Albanians, then the Japanese Communists, and finally, 
directly, by the Peiping Peoples Daily . Under the headline "Look What 
Kind of Propaganda Now Is Printed In the Soviet Press," Jen-mln Jih-pao. central 
organ of the Chinese Communists said on 4 March: 

» "N. S. Khrushchev has disappeared from the political arena, yet 
Khrushchevism is not dead and buried." 

Ever since Khrushchev's downfall, as Jen-min Jih-pao claims, the Soviet 
press has "clung" to the revisionist program of the XX and XXII CPSU Congresses. 
Moscow has committed herself to the "Three Peaceful" and the "Two Entire" that 
to Peiping means "peaceful coexistence," "peaceful transition" (to Communism), 
"peaceful competition," the "State of all peoi&e" and the "Party of all people." 

This line — accepted also by Khrushchev's successors — is "diametrically 
opposed" to Marxism-Leninism. Peiping also declared that the debate with Moscow 
"would never end" as long as "those who believe in Khrushchev's revisionism are 
still there." 

If there still could be any doubt as to who was meant by the word "those", 
it is quickly dispelled by the Chinese newspapers 

* "Che has to ask himself," the Peonies Daily writes, "if the 
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whole business of Xhrushchevlte revisionism is to be continued — 
why then did Khrushchev have to be removed? Can the continuers 
really be more capable than the originator? • • • Can those who 
believe in Khrushchev's revisionism themselves escape the sad 
end of Khrushchev if they themselves do not change?" 

That the "continuers" do not want to change became apparent after a few 
hours — the ink of this article was not yet dry — in front of the American 
finbassy in Moscow* When the police f with the help of regular Soviet soldiers 
moved against Aslan students, it was clear that the successors really have 
the intention of continuing the line of dethroned Khrushchev# The past week 
has shown in any event that the precarious truce in Sovlet-Chinese relations 
now is over# 

But even disregarding China, the initiators of the Moscow CP conference 
still are the losers#.The Rumanians did not appear at the conference table and 
thus demonstrated their independence# Instead the Rumanian CP repeated its de¬ 
mands to put an end to the polemics and called for carefully prepared bilateral 
talks between the Communists of the Soviet Union and China# (That the Rumanians 
do not want to debase their own course despite all the flirtation with Peiping, 
by imitating the Chinese pattern, is shown by their attitude in the Vietnam 
crisis t they did not. permit — contrary to all of their East Bloc neighbors — 
any demonstrations at the American Embassy in Bucharest and thus avoided Chinese 
as well as Western reproaches#) 

Tet also among the more submissive participants of the Moscow conference 
differences of opinion were expressed to the effect that the communique's 
publication had to be delayed. The strict secrecy with which the Soviets sur¬ 
rounded this undertaking speaks for itself* For it was neither possible to 
persuade the preliminary conference — as contemplated by Khrushchev — to 
condemn China, nor could the gathering — as Brezhnev and Kosygin might have 
hoped — build a bridge over the ditch forced open between Moscow and Peiping# 

The split apparently has been carried on, as a chain reaction, also in 
the pro-Soviet camp* The tensions between the Italian CP and the Soviets even 
are one of the reasons for the devaluation of the gathering as far as the protocol 
goes — initially planned as a "Conference of the Editing Committee," it became 
nothing more than a "consultation" with no obligations# 

Enrico Berllnguer, one of the Italian CP leaders, stated at a Central 
Committee meeting in Rome three weeks ago that the "summoning of an international 
conference was still premature" and that, in the opinion of Italians, the Moscow 
gathering was "just a consultation" and nothing more# Mario Alieata, member of 
the Italian CP Central Committee^ even declared i 

* "Thanks to our line, the 1 March conference, if it actually takes 
place, will proceed in a different spirit than initially contem¬ 
plated •" 

The efforts of the Italian CP to gain ideological ground in East Europe 
and to dissiminate polycentrical teachings among comrades dependent on Moscow, 
are being watched by the Soviets with as great a mistrust as the Italian CP 
escapades in the "third world." In any case, Italian Communism for quite some 
time has not been identical wit ere is an 



interesting additional "side effectthe same theses of the Italian CP vith 
regard to the peoples front, coexistence and legality that in Italy look like 
a refined more to paralyse non-Coomunist parties, have an exceedingly liberalizing 
and revisionist effect in the East* For instance, when the Italian CP, as occurred 
very recently, sharply criticized and even rejected Lenin's teachings about the 
state, it first of all wanted to shorten the sails of those afraid of a violent 
Ccnjouni8t revolution in Italy# In all the countries where this revolution already 
has taken place, such views question the value of the existing Achievements # n 

Similar to the Italian CP, the Communists of Great Britain recently also 
withdrew their obedience to Moscow, though in a different direction# The Britains 
not only requested the postponement of the March conference but al 60 took up this 
position in the question "Three Peaceful and Two Entire"! they stand, with bom 
modifications, between Peiping and Moscow by approving the coexistence yet re¬ 
jecting the new Soviet philosophy of the "state of all peoples" as un-Marxist# 

The Soviets facing difficult fateful issues in inner as well as foreign 
politics, are confronted with the question as to how to lead a world movement, 
having neither a clear program nor persuasive top personalities# 
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FOUR ARTICLES FROM SWISS DISSIDENT ORGAN, L'ETINCELIE 


1* Evaluation of La Voix Ouvrlere 


Following la a translation of an unsigned lead article in the 

French-language monthly organ of the dissident Communist Swiss 

CP, L t Etincelle (Spark), No* 1, Vevey, undated, presumably 

March IJ557 cover page* 

The editors of l^tincelle are no pen-pushers* They are all manual 
workers, and so they are asking their readers throughout the world to exouse 
their stylistic and orthographic errors* 

Our bulletin receives no help from the outside* It recommends itself 
to persons who oould help either by subscribing or by giving material 
support, which they may do in the form of furnishing paper and stamps* 

LtEtincelle, connecting the Marxlst-Leninists of Switzerland with 
those In the rest of the world, reflects the ideas of the majority of the 
leaders of the SCP (Swiss Comnunist Party)* There is no other newspaper, 
no other periodical in Switzerland which could honestly call itself 
representative of the Marxlst-Leninists* 

La Voix Ouvrlere , daily of the Swiss Labor Party, is a party organ 
supporting the HSriet comrades* On the national plane. La Voix Ouvrlere 
reflects the same ideas that we do on several points* On the questions 
that divide the international Communist movement, however, we differ from 
that paper which, despite its errors and faults, may olaim to be represent¬ 
ing a leftist Swiss party. 

Besides La Voix Ouvrlere there is no organ that oould honestly claim 
to be representing ihe^ommunlsts and Marxlst-Leninists* But we must be 
on guard against a nebulous papei; one without contact with the workers, 
which is periodically being published in Switzerland and which is deceiving 
all Marxlst-Leninists in the world* 
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2. Collaboration with Swiss Labor Party Proposed 

Following la a translation of an excerpt of an editorial by 
John Sauteur entitled, "New Tear, New Phase," in the French- 
language monthly organ of the dissident Swiss Connunist Party, 
l^tincelle (Spark), Vevey, No. 1, undated, presumably March 
pages 1 and 2# 

Our Swiss people are calm and hardly aware of their condition. It 
is true that thus far there has been no party based on a revolutionary 
line to inculcate the principal elements of Marxism and make the people 
understand that their indifference could only lead them into the deepest 
pit. 


It is because our bourgeoisie are afraid that they deal severely 
with our activists and try to eliminate them. A true Communist Party, a 
revolutionary party determined to fight to the end, could not possibly 
please the bourgeoisie. Far from it. Our task is to arouse the class con¬ 
sciousness of our people and to denounce those who pretend to be defending 
them but, who actually, are cooperating with capitalism. They speak of 
parties which call themselves leftist, and of trade unions, most of Whose 
leaders are vulgar renegades. The false Communists have usurped the name 
of Lenin for their own personal profit, deluding the people and making 
believe that their organization is somehow honest. Our role is not to divide 
the workers but to organize and unite them. And we are the first to join 
with the Swiss Labor Party, if certain tasks require our doing so, while we 
maintain our complete administrative autonomy. 

We were recently in the situation where we fraternally collaborated 
with the comrades of the Swiss Labor Party, at Vevey, and everything went 
very well. This year municipal elections will also be held. Our Party, 
conscious of its real strength and possibilities, will, under one form or 
another, most likely present some candidates. But it would be wrong to do 
it alone, and we think that collaboration with the Swiss Labor Party is 
called for in the interest of both parties. We are sure, even if we make 
only a little headway, we would get better results than the Grippe followers 
did in Belgium, who had focused their demagogic propaganda not on the parties 
of the Right but against the orthodox, pro-Moscow, Communist Party. 

The result was significant, and so was the reaction of the workerst 
the followers of Grippa elected one incumbent whereas the other Coanunists, 
if I am not mistaken, elected IbO candidates, almost twice as many as in 
the preceding elections. Grippa had said that it would be a principal 
test, and that it was, indeed. And those who had financed that election 
campaign had no reason to be proud. Were they well enough informed, or did 
they believe what Grippa said? 
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To oone back to our Party, ve say that wo will get along without 
foreign funds, nevertheless we have to accomplish certain things and our 
goal before us, and that’s what counts. Let us repeat: Falsehood is the 
religion of slaves and masters, truth is the god of free men. We will be 
no one's slaves* Only in independence and freedom can man form his opinions 
and tell the truth. 

The dissolution of the Swiss Labor Party, however, is not our goal. 

Our express duty is to demand of its chiefs to renounce their nonchalance, 
their Khrushohevian revisionism, and their doing away with the class struggle. 
Make way for the young, one often says. For 20 years, the same people have 
been at the head of the Party whioh was a revolutionary party at the time of 
renowned comrade Leon Nicole, who did have the respect of the workers, and 
who risked his skin. Despite some errors he did commit, Leon Nicole remains 
an example for us, an example of a sincere, honest, consistent fighter. 

Those who fraudulently and dishonestly dismiss him do not matter. How 
many workers are there at the head of the Swiss Labor Party? How many 
young people? Of the paid party officials, some are weary, the others 
sterile. There are the other party members who could and should act to 
overthrow the routine, the amorphism, the cessation of struggle. We know 
many comrades still in the Labor Party who would like nothing better than 
to see their reformist and revisionist party change its views and gain a 
position that envisages organizing the class struggle and eliminating the 
traitors who, at the head of the trade unions, are shamefully collaborating 
with the capitalists. Our Party is not yet strong enough to shoulder the 
struggle by itself. It knows that only a union of all progressive and 
honest forces will be able to change our capitalist society into a socialist 
society. And we do mean all progressive forces without regard to religion, 
region or persons. 

And if the Swiss Labor Party comes up with an interesting proposal, 
our comrades will say: We will be with them, on their side, to contribute 
to a victory which, rather than a party victory, should be a victory of the 
working people. 
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3« Soviet People Urged to Oust 1 Revisionist 1 Leadership 


Following is a translation of an article by Gerard Bulliard 
entitled, "Revisionism is not dead," in the French-language 
monthly organ of the dissident Swiss Communist Party, PEtincelle 
(Spark), Vevey, No. 1, undated, presumably March 196$, page 9* 


Dear Soviet people. Awake, we implore you, as Marxist-Lenlnlsts, 
and do not allow to be destroyed what our venerated and glorious predecessors 
have built with all their suffering, privation, blood and labor. 

People of Moscow, do not allow, do not tolerate this any longer! 

Within the Kremlin walls that sheltered the desks of Lenin and of Stalin 
and of their revolutionary comrades, the most shameful capitulation is being 
prepared that the world has ever known. 

Befriended revolutionary peoples of the great and indestructable USSR, 
unite, all of you, in a new revolutionary spirit, guided by the oarrect 
Marxist-Leninist lines. Arise and eliminate pitilessly, unless they return 
at once to the right path which Lenin and Stalin had traced for them, all 
the present leaders, traitors, capitulators or indifferent ones, and preserve 
those who, despite appearances and threats, bravely resisted this policy of 
treason and capitulation. Call for the assistance of capable foroes that 
have remained completely honest, and set out again for a brilliant future, 
the one that would be yours already if Lenin and Stalin had not died - the 
one which Nikita Khrushchev promised you with the firm intention of never 
giving it to you. 

Soviet people, forward toward new victories, toward new successes; 
forget the miserable years in which you were mainly fed promises and American 
wheat, bought with the gold of your country. Do not forget, however, 
peoples of the great USSR, that your country carries the heavy responsi¬ 
bility of being the example for all peoples desiring social justice, freedom 
happiness, success through the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the 
elimination of exploitation of man by man. 

The Marxist-Leninlst8 of the entire world are looking to Moscow and 
sincerely regret that the new Kremlin leaders have chosen Khrushchevism in 
practice without Khrushchev. What good does it do exchanging one — bad — 
head for two others cooked in the same — miserable — broth? It means 
deceiving the people, playing the imperialists 1 game and that of the enemies 
of socialism, and surrendering the victories achieved to treason and defeat. 
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Soviet people, strong in your revolutionary traditions and in your ex¬ 
periences, reaot while there is time; do not forget -never forget the millions 
of martyrs who died for heroically defending their Motherland, attacked by 
the Nasia, full of the oertain hope that the capitalists would be wiped 
out forever* 

Dear comrades and friends of the Soviet Socialist Republics, would 
you forget that you are living where socialism was born, that the great 
October Revolution is and will remain the immortal example of the first 
victory in the world of the revolutionary forces against capitalism? 

Dear friends, demand of the party cadres, of all the organizations 
of your glorious CP, that they listen to the voice of the people, the voice 
of the masses, the voice of the true patriots, and that they renounce once 
and for all any kind of compromise, capitulation, and direct collaboration 
with imperialism* 

Rise, Soviet comrades, struggle to have your leaders work for the 
unity of the international Communist movement, for socialist successes in 
the entire world* Do not let this unity be definitely broken, as seems to 
be the desire of those who are in charge of your government. For they 
persist in their — evil — intention of wanting to convoke a conference of 
the Connunist parties next Maroh, a conference which would only lead to a 
break with the Chinese comrades, their partisans and even the parties that 
wish to choose a more or less neutral line between your Party and that of 
People*8 China. This break must be avoided at any cost. No conference 
must yet be scheduled. A long preparation must be granted to open a frank 
and fraternal discussion among all the Harxist-Leninists in the world. Ve 
most no longer allow one party to dictate its own line but must, on the 
contrary, recognize errors, repair them, set them right with a new sincere, 
fraternal, revolutionary plan, and give every party the opportunity to 
adapt the Marxist-Leninist principles to its national situation and have 
all parties, no matter what their importance, considered equally. 

Soviet peoples, the Marxiet-Leniniets of the whole world rely on you. 


$ 86 $ 

CSOi 3801-D 


83 



lu Statement by the f Official Organization of the (Marxist- 
Leninist; Revolutionary Spanish 

Following ia a tranalation of a atatement by the Swiss Communist 
Party entitled, "Official Organization of the (Marxist-Leninist) 
Revolutionary Spaniah CP," in the French-language monthly organ 
of the dissident Swiss Communist Party, PEtincelle (Spark), 
Vevey, No. 1, March 1965, supplement. , 


After consult at ions in Geneva and in unanimous agreement with the 
Central Conmittee of the Swiss Communist Party, the Party Politburo 
represented by comrades Gerard Bulliard, secretary general Charles Cousin, 
and John Sauteur, makes the following announcements 

By demand of several hundred Spanish workers distributed over 
Switzerland, Germany, France and mainly. Great Britain, and with the agree* 
rnant of the remaining Spanish Communists in Spain, we have decided to give 
the full support of the Swiss Communist Party to the official and definite 
organization of a true Communist Party by the name of Marxist-Leninist 
Revolutionary Spanish Communist Party (PCERML) • 

This true mass party is destined to guide the Spanish people's fer¬ 
ment to counsel them, unite them, shape them, and prepare them for a great 
victory of the progressive forces over its fascist oppressor, the rotten 
and bloody Franco regime, and the moribund forces of the Vatioan still 
supporting the injustice, crimes and assassinations. 

PCERML will have to accomplish an assignment of prime importance. 

It will have to gain the confidence of the whole Spanish people and all ita 
true friends. There is no point in ooming out with any pro-Soviet, pro- 
Chinese, Trotskyite or pro-Grippa declaration. It is simply a matter of 
adapting the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist principles specifically to the 
Spanish issue while taking into account our epoch and the prevailing inter¬ 
national situation. 

We had learned that in October 196U the so-called Marxist-Leninist 
Spanish Coronuniat Party had been organized in Geneva. A comrade attending 
that meeting had given us a complete account of it. Unfortunately, once 
again some adventurers with poor reputation in Asia tried to cheat and throw 
dust in the eyes of those who closely follow the situation in Spain, attempt¬ 
ing, as it were, to gather funds the recipients of which would not have 
been Spaniards. Such spurious and unworthy news will not surprise those 
who know the notorious adventurer Grippe, of Belgium, and his dull emulators 
in Switzerland. Fortunately, thanks to the vigilance of the true Spanish 
Marxists, the political forgers were unmasked and they will be judged 


- 81 * - 


appropriately by the revolutionaries in the entire world. The page has 
been turned over on this sad event and for the Grippa group, already in 
the process of disintegration and complete retreat, there is nothing left 
but to disappear from the scene, all the more shamefully since it had 
sought to subsist on foreign funds. No more about that; why resuscitate 
the dead? Let us erase from our written work and our activities the very 
ephermal existence of those sad individuals. Forward then, and let us think 
of the present and the future. The provocateurs all lose some day, the 
cheats and the blackguards alike. Those who have had the nerve to aoouse 
us of being collaborators of the Swiss Political Police and to claim that 
our addresses and telephones are under the direot control of the police, 
look real good. It would really mean being scared stiff and full of hateful 
slander to stray that far. It is the last straw that breaks the oamel's 
back. Enough of polemics; silence being the greatest contempt, we shall no 
longer respond to attacks from this tiny group which we shall henceforth 
consider, as by the way many others do with us, as eliminated an innocuous. 

PCERML is a party of hope, a party pursuing total victory by the 
revolutionary forces over fascism and the regime of misery and terror. A 
core of ardent Spanish comrades, much imbued, is already in place in the 
country of the sinister Franco. Our Party will be in charge of direct 
contacts between these Marxist-Leninist revolutionaries and comrades who 
wish to join them, anywhere in the world. In France, Germany, Britain, 
Italy, Belgium, Switzerland, groups are strengthening the consistent inter- 
nationalism which we have always encouraged. Contact us, Spanish comrades 
and others, use pseudonyms; we will meet you anywhere and organize you. If 
you wish to write to us, we shall answer you at once. Ve seek a fraternal 
revolutionary collaboration with all peoples striving for freedom and 
socialism. We have a most important obligation to fulfill toward all op¬ 
pressed peoples. Proletarians of all countries: Let us unitsl 
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THREE ARTICLES FROM BANDIERA ROSSA 


!• Communist Left Joins with the Fourth International 


Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 

"Communist Left Joins with the Fourth International" in the 
Italian-language fortnightly Bandiera Rossa (Red Flag), organ 
of the Revolutionary CoOTnuniat* Groups — Italian Section of 
the Fourth International — No. 3, March 1965, page 1. 

During the month of February there took place at Palermo meetings 
between a representative of the National Executive Committee of the 
Revolutionary Communist Groups, the Italian section of the IV International, 
and Comrade Mario Mlneo, representing the group of the "Communist Left." 

In the course of the meetings the current Italian political situation was 
examined, and more specifically, the situation of the labor movement* A 
substantial agreement was reached. 

On this basis the problem of merging Comrade Mlneo and the group 
he represents into the movement of Revolutionary Communists was raised. 

The conclusion arrived at, mutually, was that, although there still remain 
differing points of view on tactical questions and on certain questions of 
an international nature, that did not actually hinder the prospective 
merger. Within the context of the Revolutionary Communist Groups organised 
on the basis of democratic centralism, the comrades of the Communist Left 
would have the means of defending their particular points of view. On 
tactical questions, a discussion is currently being prepared for after the 
last meeting of the Central Committee* 

After Comrade Mlneo communicated the acceptance of the agreement on 
the part of the Communist Left, the National Executive Committee passed 
a resolution welcoming these comrades into our movement. Following the 
proposal of the Executive Committee itself. Comrade Mlneo will be admitted 
to the Central Committee. 

Comrade Mario Mlneo, who worked for the leftist tendencies of the 
PSHJP /Partito Socialists Italian© dell'Units Proletarla; Italian Socialist 
Party for the Unity of the Proletariat/ and in the Communist Party right 
after the war, has been a regional deputy of the PCI /Partito Comunista 
Itallano; Italian Communist Party/ • He has more recently participated in 
the Italy-China Association with leadership functions and was expelled 
from the PCI for his revolutionary positions* He is the author, among 
other works, of publications of an economic nature. 
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There Is no need for a long discussion to underline the importance 
of this event. We have never been in the habit of exaggerating our strength 
and our progress and, despite recent successes, ve are perfectly aware 
that ve still have before us a difficult period of struggle to achieve for 
ourselves a consistent and generalized mass influence. It is nonetheless 
indisputable that the Joining of Comrade Mlneo and the group of the 
Communist Left is a significant step forward. 

We should like to stress especially one aspect of the merger which 
has occurred. Traditionally, one of the elements of weakness of the avant 
garde groups has been a sectarian mentality, a tendency to pursue even the 
most minor divergences, a wish to create or to keep going artificially 
little separate organizations even in the absence of serious political 
divergences which would Justify such action. The sponsors of the recent 
rapprochement—on one side and the other—have demonstrated that they have 
a clearer and more foresighted comprehension of the needs of the revolution* 
ary movement and of its process of development and reinforcement. They 
have shown that they recognize how Important it is to create, in opposition 
to the big traditional opportunist organizations, alternatives on the 
organizational plane as veil, from a small amount of consistency, that is, 
capable of exercise an effective force of attraction upon the labor sectors 
of the avant garde. There is no concession in this to political confusion* 
ism, but faith in the possibilities of clarification which experience 
continuously provides, in the validity of a democratic centralist conception 
which does not fear. Indeed rather presupposes, the existence of differing 
opinions. 

We are happy to state that the merger of the Communist Left with 
our organization comes at the same time as progress in our movement in 
other areas: in Tuscany, in Emilia, in the Veneto and in certain big 
cities in which ve have been working for years; and it also coincides with 
the formation of a section in the Trapanese. The leader of this section, 
as we have already written, is Comrade Gaspare Bono, a valiant Communist 
fighter, who has been a member of his city council and who has won 
national renown in the last year for his frontlines action in the defense 
of the rights of Italian workers in Switzerland. 
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2. Strong Bureaucratic Measures Against the Young Communists 


Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 

"Strong Bureaucratic Measures Against the Young Communists" 
in the Italian-language fortnightly Bandiera Rossa (Red Flag), 
organ of the Revolutionary Communist^roups -- Italian Section 
of the Fourth International — No. 3, Rome, March 1965, page 1. 

The decision of the Secretary of the PCI /Partito Comunista Italiano; 
Italian Communist Party/ to put off the calling of the FGCI /Federazione 
del Gloventu Comunista Italiano; Italian Federation of Communist Youth/ 
national congress, scheduled for April, does not require a long comment: the 
reasons which determined It and the nature of the proceeding are clear 
In themselves. 

In the pages of Bandiera Rossa we have on various occasions expressed 
reservations and criticisms of the FGCI's positions and especially of its 
national leadership. We have no reason today to rectify the Judgments 
we have expressed on the uncertainties, the obscurities, the oscillations, 
or on certain marked intellectue^llstlc tendencies, or on a certain spirit 
of maneuvering and Intrigue which Is all too transparent and which does 
not exist only on the national level. 

Nonetheless, all this does not alter one Incontestable fact* In 
the course of the last few years, the FGCI has given proof of a remarkable 
vitality, of a lively critical spirit, and of a sure capacity for political 
elaboration. And there Is no doubt that, especially In recent times, even 
the national officials came to take a series of positions universally to 
the left of those of the party. It Is particularly Instructive In this 
regard to read their official organ. La Cltta Future (The City of the Future) 
In its new version. 

There was a clear reflection of these ferments In a projection of 
theses for the congress which the appropriate commission had approved. It 
was precisely this project which set fire to the powder-keg, or, metaphor 
aside, to provoke the Intervention of the party. If the proposed theses 
had diverged to the right. It probably would not have Impressed the watch¬ 
ful members of the Secretariat: rightist groups. In certain cases true 
and proper power-groups, have often made not entirely orthodox Incursions 
without attracting the fire of the leadership to themselves. But the FGCI 
theses as a whole tended towards the left: for this reason It constituted 



* "danger," all the more so at a tine when the general strategy of the 
party is facing a crisis* 

This is, therefore, aside from all the possible formal cavils, 
aside from all the compensations which may ultimately be contrived, the 
political substance of the decision* As the PCI in general makes every 
effort to avoid having even a modest force to its left begin to crystallise 
(and fiercely opposes even the sporadic movements of the PSHJP /Partito 
Socialists Itallano dell'Units Proletarla; Italian Socialist Party for the 
Union of the Proletariat in this direction), so also within the party the 
bureaucratic center wants to avoid above all the delineation and consolida¬ 
tion of a left* To achieve its goal it is not overly concerned with the 
choice of means nor with the reactions which can derive from them* 

We are convinced that in the last analysis, administrative measures 
will not prevent the development of a process which already has rather 
deep roots, in the party and outside it* And it is possible that even 
in the course of preparation for the PCI Congress, the FGCI, its leading 
groups and its most advanced nuclei might also find the means to fight 
effectively for their positions (and even find support in certain sectors 
of the party.) But even so the Secretariat's decision is no less serious 
and significant* 

The PCI leaders for some years have liked to present themselves— 
at home and abroad—as the spotless knights of internal party democracy and 
"autonomy" is the word which you hear most often, perhaps, from their mouths* 
But if it happens that the FGCI presents undesirable theses, availing 
Itself of its statutary rights, then autonomy is forgotten, all the 
speeches about democratic elaboration are forgotten, and they do not hesit¬ 
ate to have recourse to administrative measures. 

This specific attitude on their part cannot fail to have a more 
general significance. Despite deStallnlzatlon, despite the changes of 
the last few years—which we, for our part, have never denied—the PCI 
remains a bureaucratized organization; the difference consists in the 
fact that the controlling bureaucracy makes use of different methods to 
defend its hegemony and to Impose its policy, which is more opportunistic 
than ever. Ve are sure that many members of the FGCI did not even require 
the recent experience to recognize this. However, Longo and company have 
involuntarily contributed a further clarification. 
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3# Nothing Accomplished at Moscow 


Following is a translation of an article signed S. M. entitled, 
"Nothing Accomplished at Moscow*' in the ItaUan-language fort¬ 
nightly Bandiera Rossa (Red Flag), organ of the Revolutionary 
Cojmnunist Groups — Italian Section of the Fourth International — 
No. 3, Rome, March 1965, page 6. 

It was clear to everyone long before the Moscow "consultative 
meeting" that this meeting was going to have very little in common with 
the preparatory conference scheduled and ardently touted by Khrushchev 
during all of 1964. Such a conference, ve know, was supposed to have 
given definitive sanction to the schism of the International Communist 
movement and simultaneously reestablished the solidarity of the pro-Soviet 
wing with a substantial confirmation of the USSR's leading role. It Is 
also veil known that the Idea of the conference and the reactions to It 
of various Communist parties, even those notoriously aligned against the 
Chinese positions, like the English, Polish, and Hungarian PC, but espec¬ 
ially the Italian Party, had much Influence In provoking Khrushchev's fall. 

After the fall of Khrushchev, the greater caution of his successors 
who, at least on the immediate tactical plane, demonstrated their wish to 
do everything possible to avoid the same end, as veil as further centri¬ 
fugal tendencies (still within the pro-Soviet wing of the international 
Communist movement), all developed with the direct consequence of making 
It possible for the new Soviet power group to call a preparatory conference 
in the terms In which Khrushchev had announced It. 

Furthermore, the decided tightening of the situation In Southeast 
Asia (the logical outcome of the whole American foreign policy in the face 
of the most advanced points of the colonial revolution) made further 
aggravation of relations with China impossible. 

Nonetheless, the Soviets' present governing group, despite their 
well known caution and attenuations, despite Kosygin's Aslan trips, does 
not seem inclined to review their own positions In foreign policy or to 
make concessions to China on the Ideological level, beyond a few verbal 
statements. Furthermore, the Soviet bureaucracy today fears more than 
anything else an accentuation of the centrifugal tendencies within the 
wing which is substantially favorable to the Soviets in the international 
Communist movement. 
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All this explains either why this "preliminary meeting" was held, 
or why it was so vacuous and bare of content In its results, as the final 
document bears witness. 

During the Moscow meetings it was the Soviet delegation which pushed 
for the hardest and most Intransigent position with respect to the Chinese, 
with the now discounted support of the representatives of the PCF /Partito 
Comunista Francese--in French, Parti Communlste Francais—French Communist 
Party7" Intense opposition came, it seems, from the representatives of 
a party which in the past had always been teamed with the French and was 
outstanding for Its unconditional fidelity to all the Soviet directives 
in all circumstances, and that is from the Czech Communist tarty, which 
is apparently responding to the situation in movement which exists in the 
country and to the strong although confused pressure of the masses upon 
the bureaucratic apparatus. The dissent from rightist positions on the 
part of Poland and Hungary was expressed. 

The Italians defended the positions known to all, remaining partial* 
ly unsatisfied by the conclusions as Is clear from the "explanatory note" 
which accompanied the publication of the document. As is known, such 
declarations, widely unsatisfactory both from the point of view of the 
analysis and from the point of view of the political conclusions and 
criticized as such by our movement, are being criticized by the PCI 
leadership from the right. 

The calls for the unity of the international Communist movement 
in the face of imperialism and appeals for "common action" to be under¬ 
taken actually constitute no more than a formality, at least until the 
Soviet Union moves away from the ambiguous position in which it is in 
the face of American provocations in Vietnam (a warm support in words, 
but little or nothing in concrete deeds). 

In actuality the Moscow meeting probably did not satisfy any of 
the participants and, a more Important consideration, failed to solve In 
one direction or the other not only the problems which the international 
movement is facing (which was clearly impossible given the non-particlp- 
atlon of the pro-Chinese parties) but not even the problems of the pro- 
Soviet wing of the international Communist movement. 

Now more than ever the solution of the crisis which is shaking the 
international Communist movement cannot find its solution in this kind 
of meeting among bureaucrats but In the capacity on the part of those 
militants bound to the masses of the movement to elaborate and work out 
an effective imperialist strategy and to organize the avant gardes around 
such a strategy. 
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DAHL, BORTSTIEBER AND NCRDLI POSE SOME PROBLEMS 
TO BE DEBATED AT THE 11TH NATIONAL CONGRESS 
OF THE COMHJNIST PARTI OF NORWAY 


Following is a translation of three articles by various authors, 
collectively entitled "Dahl, Bortstieber and Nordll Pose Some 
Problems to be Debated at the Uth National Congress of the 
Communist Party of Norway" in the Norwegian-language daily 
newspaper Friheten (Freedom), organ of the Communist Party of 
Norway, Oslo, February 1?6£, pages 8, 10, 11* 


How Do We View the Peace Question? 
By Rolf Dahl 


Norwegian political life, both within and outside of 
the workers* movement, anticipates with great interest the 
forthcoming annual Norwegian Communist Party (NKP) Congress 
which is now being prepared by all the party locals. This 
anticipation is not motivated by the sensationalism that has 
often accompanied Communist undertakings here and elsewhere* 

Predominant interest for the party and the forthcom¬ 
ing convention is directed toward the question of the contri¬ 
bution the party may make toward the development of a united 
workers* movement and how it may affect the working class 
and the people's future. 

Everywhere today there is prevalent the feeling of 
being unsettled, which is quite strong both in the peace 
question and economic areas. This uncertainty is most pro¬ 
nounced relative to problems of war and peace, and we are 
able to observe an increasing concern on the part of the 
common people in their search for more tangible and firm 
standpoints than those found in public debates and informa¬ 
tion media! 

Even though we are able to assert that the interna¬ 
tional situation has been less tense during the last few 
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years, we are nevertheless every day confronted with crises 
which may bring the world to the brink of war. Today, this 
would mean annihilation of the entire human race. 

The Communists claim that the most important task to¬ 
day is to prevent the outbreak of another war! 

Almost twenty years have passed since the end of the 
last war and the liberation of Norway from the Nazi occupa¬ 
tion. The last twenty years are characterized by a progres¬ 
sively greater isolation of our and the Danish Communist 
parties. Both these parties in their respective countries 
enjoy the smallest following of all parties. 

Both parties had a large following immediately after 
the war, not only in the working class but also among uni¬ 
versity intellectuals. The main reason for this following 
was due to the active and unselfish struggle of the commun¬ 
ists against the occupying powers during the war and their 
ability to recognize the real problems, namely the need for 
a united resistance front to which all the people belonged 
in their struggle against the invaders. The Communists were 
also able to exploit the prevailing conditions at that time, 
but their main virtue lay in their selfless activity and 
their enthusiasm for their cause. 

Today in the mid-sixties, the problem is still in 
part the same. It is true that we are not occupied by any¬ 
body, but the international influence from abroad is in¬ 
creasing day by day, originating in offensives by the capi¬ 
talist monopolies. The economy of the country is very sen¬ 
sitive to this attitude of foreign capitalism. Our member¬ 
ship in NATO further deteriorates our position. The plans 
and infiltration of the West German capitalist monopolies 
to become the leading power, both politically and militarily, 
having their objectives in Northern Europe, clearly defined, 
would suffice for everybody to understand the gravity of the 
existing situation! 

Today there are indications that there is growing in¬ 
terest in Scandinavian cooperation in security (and economic) 
questions, even in circles which were previously strongly 
pro-NATO and pro-European Economic Communist. The idea of 
neutrality is raised by people who were previously strongly 
pro-NATO, and there is great interest in matters of peace 
and mutual understanding. The rows within the EEC, the con¬ 
tention within EFTA (European Free Trade Association), the 
West German plans and demands for atomic weapons through the 
MLF (Multilateral Nuclear Force), and other plans for the 
spreading of atomic weapons, must make an impression on those 
who in 1949 were in favor of Norway being a NATO member. 

The political attitude is also influenced by the posi¬ 
tions taken by the socialists and are strongly affected by 



the developments in the Soviet Union. The policy of peace¬ 
ful coexistence is finding favor in many areas together with 
the development of socialist democracy. 

Today it is not necessary to live north of the Polar 
Circle to understand that the Soviet Union is our neighbor. 

The opinion that the Russians are good neighbors is growing 
and is being felt in many areas. 

The official relations between Norway and the Soviet 
Union are developing satisfactorily. This fact places a 
special responsibility on the Norwegian Communist party and 
the entire workers movement. 

The development of good relations between Norway and 
the Soviet Union, also between other Scandinavian countries 
and the Soviet Union, is a concrete peace-objective in our 
country and among other Scandinavian countries. Everybody 
will admit that the workers' movement is facing many great 
problems in this connection. 

Since we are faced with Storting (Parliament) elec¬ 
tions, and some people seem to forget that the development 
of better relations with the Soviet Union took place during 
a period when the governments originated in the workers' 
movement in our three countries, we might well remind our¬ 
selves that by making a mistake we might wind up with a 
bourgeois government this fall which might have repercussions 
in the field of foreign policy. 

The relations of Norway with the Soviet Union, Poland 
and other countries on the one hand and the possibility of 
a delayed realistic evaluation of the prevailing situation 
and a resulting lack of action relative to developments in 
Central Europe on the other hand is an important question we 
must consider now on the eve of the general election. 

If we constantly keep in mind that our most important 
task above all is to safeguard peace, and if we prepare the 
conditions for an active peace movement, as called for in 
our program and by the great conferences of our international 
movement in 1957 and 1960, then what we should do is obvious. 

I have already mentioned that our governments relations 
with the Soviet Union are developing very well. The same is 
taking place in unofficial areas. The working class movement 
is rapidly reaching a state of maturity. Those of us who 
have for a number of years been concerned with questions of 
peace, be it as members of trade unions or otherwise — and 
the concomitant question of international trade union rela¬ 
tions — have gained a certain amount of experience and know¬ 
ledge, which 8how that developments are going in the right 
direction. 

If for some reason one has not discovered this, one 
should study the statements of the trade unions and the trade 
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union organizations in the book issued to the trade unions 
by the National Trade Union Organisation (LO) as a proposal 
for an agenda for the 21st national LO congress. 

Thirteen of the largest trade unions are in favor 
of developing international trade union relations! The Young 
Workers' Organization (Arbeidernes Ungdomsfyling, AUF) sent 
out invitations to a peace conference which took place on 
Sunday, the 21st of February. The problem of East-West con¬ 
tact occupied the largest portion of the conference which, 
although it was strongly academic, represented an appreci¬ 
able advance both for the Young Workers* Organization and 
the many other participants. 

During the meeting, the speaker for the Young Workers* 
Organization announced from the rostrum that a delegation 
from the Polish Young Workers' Organization would arrive in 
Oslo as their guests and that a Norwegian delegation would 
visit Poland in the fall. Th$ Norwegian Young Workers' Or¬ 
ganization is also planning to begin an exchange with other 
youth organizations in socialist countries. Nobody at the 
meeting protested when Research Director Johan Galtung em¬ 
phasized that the Hallstein Doctrine must be considered ob¬ 
solete! Positive thoughts and proposals poured forth during 
the conference, both from the youth organization and others. 

As one can see something is happening in Norway. Simi¬ 
lar occurences may be observed in neighboring Scandinavian 
countries with the exception of Finland. Let us also notice 
at this point that the conservative youth organization in 
Denmark is in favor of recognising the German Democratic Re¬ 
public. We are in an era of a large sequence of desirable 
events. There are however, some negative tendencies to be 
noted, but we must not let them dominate us nor to paralyze 
our activities. Let us bring to an end the prevailing sit¬ 
uation of today, which is that the pro-NATO parties are on 
one side and we on the other. This state of affairs cannot 
last, and I dare to assert here that this situation has never 
been a real one! This has don* great harm to our peace work 
and our political work as a whole! 

Finally, I wish to state that 1 wish our national 
congress, based upon what really is going on in our country, 
would take up the main problem* which I have enumerated here, 
evaluate them correctly and positively, taking into consid 
oration what is best for the entire workers' movement! 

Let this national congress be a manifestation of an 
appreciable step towards bringing the Communist movement out 
of its isolation, so that we will occupy the place in the 
workers' movement which we deserve. Our party must develop 
into the most effective supporter of the workers' movement 
in its struggle for peace, national independence, and social 
progress in our country. 



Let us make our contribution to arresting the offen¬ 
sive of the reactionaries, nationally and internationally, 
thereby laying the groundwork for the continuation of govern¬ 
ment by the working class in Norway. 


Parliamentary Transition to Socialism 
By Fritz Bortstieber 

An article with this title by Comrade 0. P. Mosebekk 
appeared in Friheten on 2 Feb 1965. The article the limited 
extent to which certain comrades are familiar with the real 
meaning of certain words in Marxist terminology, as for ex¬ 
ample "dictatorship of the proletariat", etc. 

Let me first of all say that I agree with Comrade 
Mosebekk that the concept of a peaceful (parliamentary) 
transition to socialism in Norway is only a hypothesis. This 
cannot be otherwise since nobody knows what the exact condi¬ 
tions will be, nationally and internationally, on the day 
such a transition takes place. Here our program is based on 
a probability supported by the traditions of the country and 
the steadily increasing influence of the socialist sector 
on the world scale. However, the program also implies other 
possibilities. 

I think that Comrade Mosebekk would agree with me that 
this is a good working hypothesis, as neither the working 
class nor the party are interested in violence or bloodshed, 
but on the contrary want to do everything possible to make 
the transition to socialism painless for all the people in 
this country. 

When Marx speaks of dictatorship for the proletariat, 
he only means a country where the working class holds the 
actual power. The state, as such, Marx considers to be the 
instrument of dictatorship of the ruling class. The ruling 
class establishes rules (laws) for itself and other existing 
classes and sees to it, with the help of power instruments 
such as courts, police and military forces and an adminis¬ 
trative apparatus that these rules are followed by everybody. 

This applies to all states, the Roman slave-owner 
state, a feudal state, a capitalist or a socialist state. 

In all instances, the state constitutes the instrument of 
power or dictatorship which the ruling class makes use of to 
enforce the laws it considers necessary. 

In that sense, a dictatorship is not incompatible 
with democracy; on the contrary, definite democratic rights 
are necessary for the "normal" functioning of a bourgeois 
state. Only when, in a bourgeois state, the contradictions 



become so strong that bourgeois rule is endangered are all 
democratic principles scrapped and the bourgeoisie rules 
by setting aside its own laws, i.e., arbitrarily and illeg¬ 
ally. This is the condition usually referred to as dictator¬ 
ship; but this concept of dictatorship is not like that of 
Marx. 

That a socialist state during certain periods has 
showed a relapse to such dictatorship (called personality 
cult) has little to do with socialism. This has been pos¬ 
sible first because socialist ideas were not yet strong 
enough to abolish everywhere the heritage from the past, and 
secondly, because hostile neighbor countries kept the coun¬ 
try in question under a constant threat of war. 

This form of dictatorship is the last straw that the 
bourgeoisie can grasp to preserve its class rule, for a work¬ 
ing class state it is a dangerous deviation, which in extreme 
cases could threaten to destroy socialism. 

A "dictatorship of the proletariat" does therefore not 
have to forbid the existence of conservative or other bour¬ 
geois parties. This, of course, assumes that these parties 
comply with established laws and that they do not attempt to 
change society by sabotage or the use of violence. 

In many socialist countries there are bourgeois par¬ 
ties which, within the framework of established laws, safe¬ 
guard the interests of their class. That these parties have 
lost much of their importance and are progressively disinte¬ 
grating is another situation with different causes. Just as 
the remnants of a feudal state cannot survive for long in a 
capitalist system, capitalist remnants cannot survive forever 
in the superior socialist system. 

It is very tempting for me in this connection to also 
try to analyze the concept "democracy", but I am afraid 
there is not enough space for that in our little newspaper. 
Also, I would very much like some of the other comrades to 
give their opinions about this and some other quite strong 
contentions made by Mosebekk in his article. 

I shall only mention in passing that abolishment of 
the death penalty is no absolute indication of democracy. 

As far as I know, there is no European country which does 
not have the death penalty in its statute books, in a dor¬ 
mant state at least, and this includes Norway, which has it 
in the defense laws. I agree that the death penalty is bar¬ 
baric and should be abolished as soon as possible in social¬ 
ist countries as well. On the other hand, I do not at all 
think that all forms of censorship are harmful. 

We have accepted and found it just that the sale of 
certain poisons is illegal, although this also constitutes 
a restriction on our "personal liberty". 



Conditions for Peaceful Transition to Socialism 


By Arne Nordli 

A few words about Mosebekk's article in Friheten of 
12 February. 

There are two conditions which in my opinion are de¬ 
cisive for a peaceful transition to socialism in Norway: 

1. To what extent the Norwegian Communist Party is 
able to mobilize democratic forces in the struggle against 
the capitalist monopolies in Norway. 

2. How the capitalist monopolies will struggle a- 
gainst socialism in Norway. 

A transition to socialism in Norway, no matter how 
peaceful, without support from the international workers* 
movement is unthinkable. The nature of the support will to 
some extent depend on the bourgeoisie of Norway, but just 
as much on us Communists. We must be able to distinguish 
the various difficulties the working class has had in social¬ 
ist countries and thoroughly understand the changes which 
have resulted from the strengthening of socialism. 

This progress of socialism has also made the bour¬ 
geoisie see socialism "in another light". This is very much 
illustrated by peaceful coexistence, for example. 

Another problem is what to do with the other bour¬ 
geois parties. We must remember that the bourgeoisie is not 
a single entity, because it always contains opposing inter¬ 
ests. Engels proposed, at an early date, that the capital¬ 
ists should be bought out. It is of minor importance if a 
former capitalist earns 100,000 kroner a year as long as the 
business is nationalized. 

I think that it may be necessary to pay bourgeois 
scientists and specialists very good salaries. The amount 
is of minor importance as long as production is kept up. 

Money is a commodity which everybody knows how to value and 
certainly the bourgeoisie. The proletariat knows all too 
little about the economic aspects of money. 

I think that it is this propaganda and misunderstood 
philosophy of equality which has frightened so many away 
from socialism. This confusion between the abolishment of 
wages and capital on the one hand and the concept of equa¬ 
lity (which originated from the French bourgeoisie) on the 
other hand, has resulted in the worst kind of philisophical 
quackery. 

I cannot understand how we can have equality. 

I think that practical measures in this respect must 
be undertaken as soon as possible, namely that we Communists 
should be the ones to take the initiative in ensuring that 
people will be paid for their work. 
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The party must avoid this petty bourgeois squabbling 
over how much Gerhardsen and Nordahl earn. We must not pay 
any attention to anything except that these men decide the 
wage levels. 

To the concept that the one who does no work should 
get nothing to eat, we should add that he who works hard 
and performs highly qualified tasks shall be paid very well. 

That, Comrade Mosebekk, 1 think most reasonable peo¬ 
ple will understand. 

All of this can take place under the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. We must remember that a dictatorship 
of the proletariat is a form of government. We should not 
regard this form of government which has proven indispensa¬ 
ble because the bourgeoisie does not voluntarily give up the 
struggle. However, I do believe that a milder form of pro¬ 
letarian dictatorship will develop in the future as a result 
of the strength of socialism. 

The weaker influence of socialism previously, the spe¬ 
cial historic conditions and the personality cult have all 
made the proletarian dictatorship appear in extremely severe 
forms in the socialist countries. 

Let us now hear such expressions as the dictatorship 
of the party. For, what is a dictatorship? It means abolish¬ 
ment of democracy. We Marxists must instead raise this ques¬ 
tion: Dictatorship of what class against what class? 

I leave it to Comrade Mosebekk to explain what he 
means by the dictatorship of the party. It seems to me that 
Mosebekk ought to explain who represents indolence in the 
political consciousness. 

The form of opportunism which Mosebekk carries on 
concerning developments in the socialist countries and the 
underdeveloped countries when these have problems to cope 
with, I have never before seen here. 

The 20th and 22nd Congress of the CPSU have been and 
are of great help to the Communist movement. What other or¬ 
ganization or movement than the Communist party would take 
the initiative in explaining what has and is happening in 
the socialist and underdeveloped countries? 

I will omit quoting what a Norwegian working class 
poet has written about the party, the movement and the mem¬ 
bership and will only remind you that it is necessary to ex¬ 
plain the problems of socialism with revolutionary patience. 

Have you never, Comrade Mosebekk, reflected that the 
workers' movements and comrades in socialist and other coun¬ 
tries are watching how we bring about the peaceful transition 
to socialism? The party and our newspapers have in the past 
taken both wrong and unclear stands on issues, which has 
resulted in delay for the socialist movement. 



However, the comrades in socialist and underdevelop¬ 
ed countries have fortunately chosen a less comfortable 
road than that of detachment... 

I think that the party, in its future course, openly 
and critically must reevaluate its past policy. The major¬ 
ity of the Norwegian working class will realize this. It 
will create confidence in the party 

The criticism the CPSU has subjected itself to and 
is subjecting itself to should inspite us. If we take ad¬ 
vantage of the time ahead of us, the peaceful transition 
to socialism in Norway will be much easier. 


11,154 
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FIVE ARTICIZS FROM VANGUARD IA CBRERA 


1. Revolutionary United Front Proposed for Spain 

/Following is a translation of an article by M. Palencia 
entitled "For a Policy of Fair and Effective Alliance 
in the Spanish-language monthly organ of the (Marxist- 
Leninist) CP of Spain, Vanguard!a Obrera (Workers Van¬ 
guard), Madrid, Vol 1, No 2, Feb 65, p 

The principal problem of the political line of our Party, estab¬ 
lished during the recent Full Plenum of the Central Committee, is that of 
the Revolutionary United Front. The popular democratic United Front must 
become one of the principal arms of our people in their revolutionary strug¬ 
gle against the Fascist dictatorship* Thus it is important that the mat¬ 
ter of its constitution should be fully studied, understood and implement¬ 
ed by the entire Party. 

To begin with, it should be pointed out that the matter of the di¬ 
rection of the Front is of primary importance and should therefore be given 
preference, for on this will depend the course that the struggle will take, 
as well as the final outcome* 

The popular-democratic revolution is the strategic objective in the 
current stage of the Spanish revolution. Only under the direction of a 
truly revolutionary Party that is fully armed with the scientific doctrine 
of Marxism-Leninism — that is, the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain — will 
the proletariat be able to fulfill its rightful hegemonic role. This he¬ 
gemony of the proletariat, under the direction of the Party, presents two 
aspects with regard to the question of alliance with other forces. The 
first alliance, the one that must serve as the Front's cornerstone, is the 
Alliance of Workers and Peasants and other working groups. The second is 
ths alliance between the working class and the middle and lower-middle 
classes and other patriotic forces. Now then, the more solid the first 
alliance among the various workers can be made, the easier it will be to 
obtain the support and participation of the middle classes, which will 
allow us to consolidate the power of the revolutionary forces, while at the 
same time isolating and dividing the pro-imperialist and monopolistic 
upper classes. 
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Just as we have fought and continue to fight against the rightist 
opportunism into which the rivisionist direction of Carrillo has lapsed, 
and vdiich is afraid of frightening the bourgeoisie and has thus in effect 
rejected the leadership role of the working classes and its Party by pro¬ 
moting alliances without principles, we must also combat the leftist ad¬ 
venturism that denies all possibilities of alliances with anti-monopolist 
and national non-proletarian groups, which only serves to deprive the pro¬ 
letariat of the support of its indispensable allies in the struggle against 
Fascism* 

From the above exposition it is obvious that on the basis of the 
premises outlined with regard to the direction of the Front and in view of 
the decisions of the principal enemy, we must strive to attract to the 
United Front all those forces that are objectively interested in overthrow¬ 
ing the dictatorship of the pro-imperialistic and monopolistic capitalists 
who bar the way to power. 

Regarding the forms that the struggle will take, it was also estab¬ 
lished in the guidelines of our Political Line that the Party must know 
how to choose the most ethical forms at every turn, combining a peaceful 
political struggle with an armed struggle should circumstances require it. 
It must know how to gauge which of these methods must be chosen at any 
given moment and place, and how to coordinate all secondary combat methods 
with the principal one. 

This is also one of the matters that irreversibly separates us from 
the revisionist direction of Carrillo. The revisionists believe that we 
must only theoretically foresee the possibility of a violent development 
in the struggle, and that the problem of taking up arms to defeat the 
enemy must be considered as a remote eventuality. 

But we agree with Lenin that the Party of the working classes must 
employ all forms of combat to defeat the enemy. It must arm itself to the 
teeth and prepare ita militants for all manner of peaceful or violent even¬ 
tualities during the struggle. It must also organize paramilitary defense 
and combat units. 

The working class and the (MaradLst-Leninist) CP of Spain must de¬ 
termine the principal combat method according to the historical conditions 
of the moment and the degree of organization and combativeness of the 
working masses. 

The Revolutionary United Front will be formed and will conduct our 
people to victory over Fascism only if our Party knows how to conduct a 
fair policy of alliances, based on revolutionary principles, and if it 
knows how to correctly determine adequate combat methods for each given 
moment, and how to organize and educate the proletariat for the revolu¬ 
tionary struggle and for eocialism in our Fatherland. 
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2# , Long Live the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain 1 

/Following is a translation of an editorial entitled M Long 

Live the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain," in the Spanish- 

language monthly organ of the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of 

Spain, Vanguardia Obrera (Workers Vanguard), Madrid, Vol 1, 

No 1, Jan 65, pp 1-2^ 

It is not accidental that the (Marxist-Leninist) Communist Party of 
Spain should appear at this time. 

The revisionist leadership of the CP of Spain has sought to trans¬ 
form it from a revolutionary instrument into a domesticated and peaceful 
instrument for the reconciliation of classes, which is to say, it has at¬ 
tempted to liquidate the Party as a revolutionary instrument of the prole¬ 
tariat. It has wished it to abandon its role as vanguard and guide of the 
working class. 

Now, of course, the anti-Party revisionist group could force it to 
abandon its role. What was much more difficult to admit was that the Party 
could really do so and, above all, that the proletariat would give up its 
leadership, its class Party. 

These were the circumstances that gave birth to the (M-L) CP of 
Spain; this was the Inspiration that created our Party. The Party 1 s rank 
and file are not ready to accept the destiny that the Directorate's revi¬ 
sionist group has prepared for them. 

For our people, who for more than 20 years have suffered under a 
fierce dictatorship of a Fascist nature and have been deprived of all their 
liberties and rights, the abandonment of the leadership role by the revi¬ 
sionist leaders of the CP of Spain meant its virtual disarmament and sub¬ 
mission to the thlms of the most hesitant and timid classes. The revision¬ 
ist group that has latched onto the Directorate of the CP has attempted to 
replace the class struggle, which is the motor of history and the starting 
point for any truly revolutionary policy, with an opportunistic and "me- 
too 11 policy. 
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This crisis created by the revisionists is not a strictly national 
phenomenon, but is a reflection of the crisis in the Yforld Communist Move¬ 
ment, brought about by modem revisionism which is headed by the leaders 
of the CP of the Soviet Union. 

The principal and most ferocious common enemy of the oppressed peo¬ 
ples and classes of the whole world is North American imperialism, which 
uses its power in every comer of the world in its attempt to bloodily de¬ 
tain the march of history with every possible means* One of its favorite 
methods is to promote ideological confusion* Since there can be no revo¬ 
lutionary movement without a revolutionary theory, it has attempted to re¬ 
place the revolutionary doctrine — which is none other than scientific 
socialism, the most valuable possession of the oppressed classes and peo¬ 
ples — with the ideological potpourri represented by modem revisionism* 

Whether we like it or not, our struggle is linked to the world anti^ 
Imperialist struggle; for just as in the world modem revisionism has ap¬ 
peared as a weapon at the service of imperialism, so in Spain revisionism 
has manifested itself within the directorate of the CP of Spain as a tool 
of the interests of the financial and latifundist oligarchy that is in 
turn subject to North American imperialism. And just a3 throughout the 
whole world there has occurred a reaction on the part of all honest revo¬ 
lutionaries, so too in Spain Marxist-Leninists both in and outside of the 
Party have resolutely opposed the policy of treason and reconciliation of 
the opportunistic leadership of the CP of Spain, and have chosen to recon¬ 
stitute the Party on the scientific basis of Marxism-Leninism* In this 
way was the (M-L) CP of Spain bom* 

The task of political and ideological clarification that we must ac¬ 
complish is very great* Our political line, which has been established by 
the Full Plenum of our Central Committee, must be studied and discussed 
not only within the Party's organizations but also among the working mass¬ 
es, which are anti-Franco* The truly revolutionary positions derived from 
these masses places the struggle of our people in its true historical con¬ 
text. The Important question today is not to know how the pro-imperialist 
oligarchy will continue to govern Spain, but the inevitable historical 
necessity of overthrowing that dominant class• We are therefore faced with 
the decieive and radical problem of who must govern, who must hold politic 
cal power* 

Within the context of this international anti-imperialist struggle, 
and in this transitional stage wherein Spain will pass from capital to so¬ 
cialism, there is no other alternative to the Fascist dictatorship that is 
supported by North American imperialism but that the proletariat, allied 
with other revolutionary groups, must take over political direction and de¬ 
finitively destroy the power of the present dominant class* This is the 
revolution which is today demanded of our Fatherland, and which the prole¬ 
tariat is destined to direct under the guidance of the (M-L) CP of Spain. 
This is the reason why our Party exists* To assure its growing strength 
within the framework of our principles is to guarantee the success of the 
revolution in our Fatherland* 
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3. Connmique of (Marxist-Leninist) CP to (M-L) CPs of the World 


following is a translation of the text of the "Communique 
Issued hy the (M-L) CP of Spain to All (M-L) CPs of the 
Entire World, 11 in the Spanish-language monthly organ of 
the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain, Vanguardia Obrera 
(Workers Vanguard), Madrid, Vol 1, No 1, Jan 65, p? 1-2^7 

The revisionist leadership of the CP of Spain has attempted to 
transform it into a middle-class reformist Party; it has definitely aban¬ 
doned the classic positions of the Party as the vanguard of the proletariat 
and has wished to turn it into n the Party of all the people" and the stand¬ 
ard-bearer of a policy of national reconciliation that is, in effect, a 
policy of class reconciliation selling out to the bourgeoisie; it has 
wished the Party of the proletariat to compromise itself by means of this 
class collaboration by giving up the proletarian revolution and replacing 
it with the opportunistic illusion of democracy and parliamentarianism as 
transitional forms that will peacefully lead to socialism; it has sold out 
the interests of the working class and all our people to the insatiable 
voracity of North American imperialism by pretending to ignore the fact 
that the latter constitutes, through its alliance with the internal pro- 
imperialist bourgeoisie, the principal enemy of our people* This revi¬ 
sionist leadership has also, promoted among the proletariat and the people 
a brand of crybaby middle-class pacifism that leaves them vulnerable to the 
bloody terrorist actions that axe relentlessly pursued by the Fascist dicta¬ 
torship, in its desire to retain power; the leadership has also compromised 
itself in the liquidation of the Party by slandering and expelling from 
its ranks those militants and leaders who have attempted, by means of demo¬ 
cratic discussion, to force the said revisionist leadership to abandon its 
treasonable positions; it has adopted a follow-the-leader position of obe¬ 
dience to the powers that be by accepting and attempting to force the Party 
to accept the propositions of those most dangerous revisionists of all, .who 
have entrenched themselves in the leadership of the CP of the Soviet Union, 
and which have induced them to disown proletarian Internationalism and to 
shamelessly slander glorious sister Communist Parties, such as those of 
Albania and China* 

These and many other monstrous actions and positions have engendered 
within the core of the Party a strong reaction in favor of the purity of 
the Marxist-Leninist principles* Many honest militants and countless Com? • 




munist revolutionaries — angered by the efforts to force the glorious 
Communist Party of Spain to travel the slimy terrain of treason against 
its role as the vanguard of the proletariat, vihich latter course is the 
one that will conduct it to the acquisition of power and the Spanish people 
to socialism through the revolution — have therefore waged a hard battle 
against the opportunism and revisionism of the leadership of the C? of 
Spain and for the Party's return to the correct Marxist-Leninist posi¬ 
tions. - 


This battle has been waged on various fronts both in and outside of 
the Party. 

Today, the first phase of that battle has ended with the reconsti¬ 
tution of the CP of Spain on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and the revolu~ 
tionary principles of the 1957 and I960 Moscow Declarations. But the bat¬ 
tle continues, and at a harder pace. We must ceaselessly continue the task 
of recuperation among all Spanish Marxist-Leninists both in and outside of 
the Party, so that they may unify their struggle under the banner of the 
newly bom (Marxist-Leninist) Communist Party of Spain; we must tirelessly 
continue the work of clarification, in order to wrench the Spanish working 
class from the ominous influence of the bourgeois ideology which the revi¬ 
sionist leadership, as the agent of the bourgeoisie, continues to promote. 

The (M-L) CP of Spain must in our times continue the heroic strug¬ 
gles which in the past were waged by the Spanish people under the direction 
of our glorious Party, before the treacherous leadership fell victim to 
modem revisionism. V/e shall revindicate this glorious history and we can¬ 
not permit it to be demagogically used to promote shoddy, counterrevolu¬ 
tionary merchandise that goes against the Interests of the working class 
and the Spanish people. 

The (M-L) CP of Spain is thus reborn as the vanguard of the Spanish 
proletariat, detezmined to accompany the latter by directing it toward the 
fulfillment of its historic mission. The Spanish working class, through 
its most aware members, has given itself a new leadership and reconstitut¬ 
ed its Party. From now on they will have someone to encourage, direct and 
guide them in their untiring struggle against the Fascist dictatorship in 
Spain, for their liberation, for the independence of our country, and for 
a better life for our people. 

The (Marxist-Leninist) Conmunist Party of Spain sends a warm welcome 
to all Marxist-Leninist CPs, to all the Marxist-Leninists of the world, and 
also to all those who resolutely struggle against the most ferocious enemy 
of people everywhere: North American imperialism; and from this moment on 
we pledge ourselves to join their ranks and to join them in this hard 
struggle. 

Death to North American imperialism, ferocious enemy of all peo¬ 
ples I Long live the Marxist-Leninist CPs, leaders of the peoples in their 
struggle! Long live the (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain! Long live Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism! 

Central Committee of the (M-L) PC of Spain. 
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lu 9 First Full Plenum of the Central Committee 1 


/Following is & translation of an article by David Martin 
entitled "First Full Plenum (Party Consolidation Plenum) 
of the Central Committee," in the Spanish-language monthly 
organ of the (MandLst-Leninist) CP of Spain, VanKuardia 
Obrera (Workers Vanguard), Madrid, Vol 1, No 1, Jan 65, 

FTT 

Nothing is accomplished in a day, and neither are problems solved 
according to our wishes. Especially when the obstacles are tremendous and 
experience is lacking. 

In the last Full Plenum of the Central Committee of their Party the 
Spanish working class achieved an outstanding historical triumph. The 
Party already exists, and is fimly based, thanks to the close unity and 
maturity attained within its ranks, which justifies the unanimous optimism 
that exist s with regard to the development of the popular anti-Fascist 
struggles of the future that is already here. 

The unity achieved by the Spanish MarxLst-Leninist Communists, and 
the constitution of the (Marxist-Leninist) Communist Party of Spain, suf¬ 
fered from a radical defect: its unity was more apparent than real; an un¬ 
stable, not very solid, unity. Neither the unity proclaimed on 4 October, 
nor the later measures, had achieved the objective of creating a Party that 
was solidly united with regard to a political perspective that was loyally 
and firmly accepted by all the comrades. Nevertheless, those dates repre¬ 
sent steps taken toward the attainment of the completely mature triumph 
\iiich we possess today. 

The reason for the delay was due to the presence within the core of 
the Party of noxious elements, individuals without principles, individuals 
who sought nothing more than their personal welfare. This is the naked 
truth. Having uprooted the weeds, and all the comrades having participated 
in this effort, unity surged to the fore, robust and sincere. 


This is the way it happened, and that is the reason for our opti¬ 
mism. The hard struggle to destroy the conspiracy of the opportunists has 
given experience to the newly bora Party, and has submitted its leadership 
to a baptism of fire that has forged a sense of brotherhood among its mem¬ 
bers. The vigorous leadership that was born of that struggle is further¬ 
more united by another very solid cement: the confidence of the entire 
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How was it possible for ouch opportunist elements to infiltrate and 
remain among us? 

Treason (that is, the abandonment of Karxist-Leninist principles by 
the anti-Party revisionist group headed by Santiago Carrillo and Dolores 
Ibarruri) had entrenched itself in the leadership by excluding from all 
responsible posts, and even from the Party itself, any Karxist-Leninist 
militants who opposed their opportunistic policy that betrayed the inter¬ 
ests of the proletariat* In this way they prevented the struggle of the 
Harxiet-Leninists from being coordinated within the Party, and these mili¬ 
tants were forced to fractionally break away from the revisionist leader¬ 
ship. Thus, it was subsequently necessary to bring about a fusion of the 
different groups. But in the meantime, due to the numerical weakness of 
each group, in addition to their organizational weakness; the ideological 
vacuum in which the revisionists had left the majority of the militants in 
order that they should not be able to distinguish between truth and false¬ 
hood, and the source therefore of all the errors that must necessarily oc¬ 
cur in the future; and the general inexperience due to the uniqueness of 
the situation; because of all these reasons, then, it became possible for 
opportunist elements from within and without the Party, adventurers and 
more or less direct agents of the bourgeoisie, to infiltrate the Marxist- 
Leninist ranks and promote their projects* 

The first adventurer with Trotskyite tendencies to appear within our 
ranks was Martin Valdes, who was expelled from the "Proletarian 11 group* 
Other opportunist elements managed to remain even after the union that was 
brought about by the four nuclei that banded together to form the Party: 
Revolutionary Communist Opposition, the Reconstituted C? of Spain, the Pro¬ 
letarian group and the entire organization of the old Party in Colombia. 


Taking advantage of the general burning desire to reconstitute the 
Party, the opportunists managed to achieve this without seriously examining 
the political contrasts between the different groups. They avoided submit¬ 
ting the Spanish reality to a joint study so that the unity of the Party 
could be established on the firm and clear basis of a concrete political 
perspective. 

Later they threatened to break up the Party anew unless their par¬ 
ticular demands were accepted* They hoped that these demands would be ful¬ 
filled during the Full Plenum of the Centred Committee that has Just been 
held. 


The period prior to the convocation of the Plenum was used by the 
more conscientious elements of the Party to isolate the opportunists by 
two means: first, by ideological clarification among those comrades who 
were likely to fall victims to the confusion created by the opportunists 
as a base for their operations, designed to make them aware of the need to 
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first and foremost establish a Political Line that would separate the true 
MarxLs t-Leninists from the opportunists who were the objective servants of 
the bourgeoisie. And second, by close ties and understanding among the 
comrades who came from different groups, in order to destroy at the source 
any misunderstandings and slanderous rumors of the type that the opportun¬ 
ists take care to promote. 

This objective was fully attained. The prior conditions that the 
opportunists outlined before the Plenum should be held were rejected with 
unanimous indignation, and the Order of the Day was established as follows: 
Political Line, Statutes and Reorganization of the Central Committee. 

In the preparation of the Political Line the opportunists behaved in 
an undisciplined manner, by refusing to participate in the common task. 

They presented a "platform' 1 of their own, composed of absurd theses that 
zigzagged from rightist to "leftist 1 ^ positions without ideological unity. 
Thus, ideologically speaking, they were completely unmasked. Their subse¬ 
quent behavior was based on attitudes of blackmail and the use of bluffs 
regarding their representativeness, in addition to slanders against some 
of the comrades who were present. 

These procedures were totally repudiated by the entire gathering of 
comrades, and completely convinced those who had adopted conciliatory atti¬ 
tudes. The isolation of the opportunists was so complete, and the indigna¬ 
tion of the comrades so great, that it was unanimously voted to expel five 
notorious opportunists from the Party (two of whom were members of the 
Central Committee). 

Thus, the Party already has a fine experience in the area of Inter¬ 
nal struggle against infiltration by dangerous elements who have attempted 
to weaken the structure and the functioning of the Party, and who may so 
attempt, regardless of the weapons that were or may be used. 

And above all, our Party now has a strong Party Line that reflects 
the interests of the Spanish working class and the enormous popular masses 
that constitute the majority of the country, and who Jointly must manage 
the political power now in the hands of the financial-latifundist oligar¬ 
chy that serves Yankee imperialism through a powerful Fascist political 
apparatus, an apparatus that deprives the people of their popular liberties 
and savagely represses any manifestations on behalf of the popular inter¬ 
ests. 


The political perspective that the (M-L) CP of Spain will strive to 
fulfill consists of the union of the proletariat on the basis of an aware¬ 
ness of their interests and their historical role, through the orientation 
of their struggles and the constitution, by means of these struggles, of a 
United Anti-Fascist Front with other popular classes and groups (the poor 
peasantry, particularly; peasant farmers, industrial and commercial middle 
classes, revolutionary students and intellectuals and, eventually, the 
highest strata of the petite bourgeoisie and sectors of the bourgeoisie), 
with the principal blows aimed at the great financial-latifundist capital¬ 
ists and their ally, Yankee Imperialism, in order to crush Fascist power by 
means of armed insurrection and the installation of a damorjratie. national 
and popular State. _ 109 - 



$• Ricardo Castilla: > 0n the Work of the Party Organization 1 


/Following is a translation of an article by Ricardo Casti¬ 
lla entitled "On the Work of Party Organization, 11 in the 
Spanish-language monthly organ of the (Marxist-Leninist) CP 
of Spain, Vanguardla Obrera (Workers Vanguard), Madrid, Vol 
1, No 1, Jan 65, p UJ 

The most urgent problem that faces us at the present time is that 
of organizing the Party. This is a difficult task that requires great at¬ 
tention and care, for in great part the success of our struggle will depend 
on the fom in which the Party is reorganized. It is true that there is 
but one way of organizing a Communist Party. This is undoubtedly on the 
basis of the Marxist-Leninist principles of democratic centralism (subordi¬ 
nation of the minority to the majority, of lower bodies to higher ones and 
the continuous exercise of criticism and self-criticism), taking Into ac¬ 
count the clandestine conditions under which we must organize the (Marxist- 
Leninlat) Communist Party of Spain. For years we militant Communists hays 
received revisionist proposals and orientations from the Carrillo leader¬ 
ship, and these have not only been harmful to the principles of the Party 
but have also seriously affected its working and organizational methods. 

The abandonment of revolutionary principles also meant the abandonment of 
the Leninist norms for the functioning of the Party. We are not therefore 
pretending to invent anything; but we must bear in mind that everything 
must be reconstructed. 

The (Marxist-Leninist) CP of Spain is being constructed on the basis 
of the revolutionary principles of Marxism-Lininism that give it life. It 
is engaged in an open battle against revisionism. We have to struggle 
against the opportunist remnants that remain in our ranks, by maintaining 
extreme vigilance in favor of the principles of Marxism-Leninism and by 
primarily averting any possible leftist deviations that may arise within 
our ranks. Our Party, t&ich has been bora as a result of a bard struggle 
waged under extremely difficult condition^ is at the present time fertile 
ground for these currents. The generally lew theoretical level of the mil¬ 
itants, which is a product of the years spent under revisionism, and the 
lack of any formation of Marxist-Leninist cadres during those years, are 
tasks that we must immediately tackle. 
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On© of th© necessary conditions for the good functioning of a Com¬ 
munist Party is th-'. voluntary acceptance of discipline* that is, respect 
for its principles and th© non-subjugation of members. In defense of the 
principles of Marxism-Leninism we have been forced to smash our organic 
discipline, and to undertake a job of clarification and information among 
the comrades connected with the old revisionist organs of leadership. It 
was necessary to do this in order to wrench the Party from the hands of 
the gang of revisionists who were entrenched in its leadership. We have 
assumed our responsibilities by overriding the barracks discipline it was 
attempted to impose upon us. Thus* at the present time* and in view of 
the reorganization of the Party* we must return a sense of discipline to 
our militants. 

Vie must also elevate the theoretical level of the Party and promote 
in our ranks an efficient propaganda in favor of Marxist-Leninist princi¬ 
ples. It is necessary for us to forge ourselves in the spirit of prole¬ 
tarian internationalism. It is necessary for us to practice criticism and 
self-criticism in a positive manner in all the organisms of* aid at all 
levels within* the Party. We must never hide, but always boldly criticize* 
the deviations of our comrades* and systematically unmask all currents and 
vestiges that are against Marxism-Leninism. The Party must eliminate from 
its ranks any uncertain elements and select only the best. The ranks of 
the Party will attract not only honest and faithful men but also all kinds 
of self-seekers. Let us bear this in mind* for the Party must be strong 
not by virtue of the number of militants but because of their quality. It 
will be necessary to ensure that our organizational work will achieve the 
effective application of our political directives and the decisions of the 
Party. 


In order to carry out a successful policy and to organize the (M-L) 
CP of Spain on a firm basis, it is essential to have the support of cadres 
that understand the Party's Political Line* who are determined to execute 
it in the nature of a personal attitude* who are able to defend it and to 
struggle for it* who can explain it not only to the militants but also to 
the masses. In this regard* Stalin once stated that: "There are some who 
believe that it is enough to elaborate a correct Political Line for the 
Party, and to proclaim it publicly, in order to ensure victory. This is a 
great error. Victory is never achieved easily: it must be won by conquest. 
...Once a correct line is established its success depends on the work of 
the organization* and on the organization of the struggle to put the Party 
line into practice. It depends on the wise selection of men* of control 
over the fulfillment of the decisions adopted by the governing organisms. •• 
In addition* after a correct Political Line has been established* it is the 
organizational work that decides the outcome* including the fate of the Po¬ 
litical Line itself* its implementation or its failure..." 

The existence of vigorous cadres guarantees the Party's strength. 
Thus* their creation is a basic task in the reconstruction of our Party. 

We must forge Marxist-Leninist cadres* young* active* dynamic cadres that 
will understand and be able to implement the Party's Political Line through 
the use of the objectives that are most appropriate to any given moment or 
situation. 
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A high percentage of our mil it ante are young people who have only 
recently Joined the Party. The majority entered it while it was under the 
direction of the revisionists. Thus, it is precisely among these young 
militants that we must seek to select and form cadres. This does not mean 
that we must set aside the old cadres. Nothing of the kind. We must take 
advantage of the valuable experience of these veteran militants. However, 
we must distinguish between the old militants who have been formed with a 
dialectical spirit; that is, those who at all times have been able to adapt 
themselves to the new conditions of the struggle, who possess an agile and 
dynamic spirit (these militants constitute a real treasure for the Party 
and we must respect and carefully protect them); and the type of militant 
who believes that he has a right to everything because of his merits of the 
past, who continually talks of his battles and recounts his discussions or 
interviews with this or that person. 

Stalin was aware of the nuisance and danger of these militants and 
classified them as "arrogant lords" and "charlatans." He classified the 
former as such because "they are militants who gained certain merits in the 
past, people who have converted themselves into great lords who feel that 
Party norms do not apply to them. They feel confident that no one will 
dare to attack them because of their past merits; they believe that they 
are irreplaceable and can thus violate the decisions of the governing or¬ 
ganisms with impunity. These militants must be dismissed from their direc¬ 
torial positions without hesitation, without any thought of their past 
merits." He classified as charlatans those who "are honest people, if this 
can be said, who are unable to lead, incapable of organizing anything, in¬ 
corrigible charlatans who are capable of drowning the most vigorous cause 
in a torrent of words. What to do with them? If they remain active they 
are capable of stifling any matter with interminable empty speeches. It 
is evident therefore that thqy must be dismissed from positions of leader¬ 
ship and assigned to nonactive work. There is no room for charlatans in 
the field of active work." 

Our Party must be dynamic and agile within the clandestine area in 
which it must function, capable of adapting to all conditions of the strug¬ 
gle, and of striking the enemy while protecting itself from his attacks. 
Personal methods of Party guidance must be avoided and the principle of 
collective leadership must be applied at all times to all responsible or¬ 
ganisms. It is necessaxy for all militants to discuss and criticize all 
the problems of the Party's policy for the purpose of maintaining a close 
and healthy relation between the rank and file and the leadership. 

It is necessary to maintain at all times a rigid control over tasks 
assigned and decisions made, and to analyze the experiences of both suc¬ 
cesses and failures in order to constantly improve the quality of our work, 
which will allow us to correct errors and learn whatever is to be learned. 
We oust remember at all times that the lack of personal responsibility in 
our work, as well as the lack of a systematic control over the fulfillment 
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of adopted decisions and the fear of criticism and self-criticism are 
orally the causes of great difficulties and failures. Nothing is more 
fitting, therefore, than that at this moment we should recall Lenin's wise 
statement: "The principal object in tbs task of organization is the selec¬ 
tion of the men and control over the fulfillment of tbs decisions that are 
adopted. 11 
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CORRISPONDENZA SOCIALISTA EXAMINES SITUATION 
WITHIN GREEK COMMUNISM 


Following is a translation of an article by Georges Georgala 
entitled "Crisis of Greek Communism," in the Italian-language 
anti-Communist, monthly Socialist review, Corrispondenza Social¬ 
ists (Socialist Correspondence), Rome, VoTT IV., No 2, February 
155?, pages 91-94. 

After the failure of the armed revolution of 1946-49, the leadership 
of the Greek Communist Party was forced to leave the country and to seek 
asylum in the countries of Eastern Europe. In this way, the surviving cadres, 
several thousands of partisans and militants, reached the Soviet Union and 
the satellite countries, where in large measure they still remain today. 

The rather numerous followers of the Greek left were thus left without 
an organization and benefit of leadership. Many opportunists, pseudo-social* 
l&ts, sympathizers or Communists who had prudently stepped to one side during 
the civil war, then appeared at the helm. They believed, quite correctly, 
that the time had arrived to exploit to their own advantage the existence 
of those Impressive masses deprived of their leaders. Uniting their own 
forces, they created, in 1951# the unified party of the democratic left, 
known as the EDA. This party united at one throw all the forces of the 
Greek left and presented itself as an organization Independent of the PC 
in exile. But quite soon the Communists and the elements supported by them 
took over a dominant role In the new party, which did not lose much time 
in becoming a true and proper substitute for the outlawed PCG /Partito 
Comunlsta Greco; Greek Communist Party7* In effect, everyone has known 
for years that the EDA Is nothing but the front organization for the Commun¬ 
ist party, a fact which Is demonstrated by the source of the masses which 
follow it, by its statutes, by the objectives which It sets itself, and 
by its program and ideas. 

Nonetheless, certain differences remain. The cadres of the EDA are 
no longer trained by old Communist militants, but by opportunists of the 
left or by Communists who, whether through cowardice or circumstances, could 
not take part In the ranks of Markos' "Democratic Army" In 1946-49. The 
presence among the cadres and the leaders of new converts to Communism shows 
that the "old guard" of Greek Communism has a rather snail number of 
representatives within the new formation. 

The EDA leadership follows along the line of directives from Moscow 
and the exiled PCG chiefs, but it abstains in practice from a policy of a 
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revolutionary type. The EDA cadres are politicians of the "bourgeois" type. 
Ably exploiting the existing conditions, individuals vho were mere "fellow 
travelers" or third-rate leaders in 1950 have turned themselves Into big 
political leaders, deputies, mayors and officials of the big cities, "famous 
theoreticians”, "people's artists", members of the Central Committee, 
eminent journalists of the progressive press, etc. They are making good 
money, they wear resounding titles, they hold important poets and they have 
a great deal of prestige. They have more or less formed a bureaucratic 
class in Greek national life, a privileged and influential class, so that 
it is sufficient to obtain its protection to succeed in any field: Journalism, 
the lav, art, literature, or politics. And this is true not only in our 
day, under PapandLreou' s government, but even under Karamanlis. 

The EDA's governing class is, moreover, highly satisfied with its 
lot in the framework of the Greek bourgeois regime. It knows very well that 
in case of a Communist victory, it would lose its privileges and perhaps 
some would lose their lives as well; the Communists of the "old guard" have 
given their support to the new converts, but without loving them too much. 

Kor do they let any opportunity or pretext slip by to criticize the EDA 
leadership, its tactics of ,r bourgeois parllamentarlanlsm", its lack of 
"fighting spirit", its tendency to compromise with the regime, etc. In 
short, they do not fail to make their presence known or to signify their 
discontent. This is one of the reasons why the PCG leadership in exile 
continues to maintain a clandestine organization of its own in Greece despite 
the protests of many EDA chiefs who claim that their activities are made 
more difficult and more inconvenient by the very existence of an Illegal 
Communist apparatus. Over and over, the controversy between the EDA and 
the PCG centers on the necessity of maintaining a clandestine Communist 
organization in the country, has been made public, and the disagreement has 
also been manifested on the Journalistic level, with articles in the EDA 
dally paper and with radio broadcasts from the PCG. 

The EDA leaders actually prefer lobbying to mass movements, parliament¬ 
ary debates to street fights. They are Incapable of bringing to life the 
great fighting movement sought for years by the exiled PC leadership. They 
have in short renounced all violent forms of political struggle. Even when, 
between 1958 and 1961, the EDA was the largest opposition party, with 79 out 
of 300 seats in parliament, and when it had 24.4 percent of the country's 
votes, it never succeeded in leading an Important action outside the 
parliamentary framework. The PCG broadcasts from the countries behind the 
Iron Curtain called for strikes, the "old guard" dreamed of public demon¬ 
strations, the handful of "tough guys" in exile shouted for the masses to 
take a position of assault, but the EDA was content with a few speeches 
on the floor of parliament. 

This situation has created discontentment in the ranks of the EDA. 

The Communists are coming out of prison or returning from their post-1930 
exile and protesting against the fact that they have been put aside. The 
"tough guys" are accusing the opportunists. Two camps have thus been formed 
at the same time within the EDA: the "soft" and the "hard"; but then the 
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the same division takes place again within the two opposed groups. Personal 
cliques, protests of all sorts, protectionism, protegees, friends and 
relatives of the leaders: an enormous confusion. 

After the 1961 elections, the EDA accused the right of preparing an 
"electoral" coup d’etat, but aside from this purely theoretical accusation 
It did nothing to Impede It. After the elections, which signalled a grave 
defeat for it, the EDA left the initiative in the struggle against the right 
to the centrist bourgeois democratic party. From 1961 to 1963 it did nothing 
but permit Itself to be pulled along by this party, refraining from taking 
any initiative whatsoever, and in the 19&+ elections gave it its own support 
in twenty-four electoral contests, that is, in about half the country. 
Currently, the EDA is supporting the centrist government which took power 
after the last elections and is exhorting its followers to fight "to uphold 
the legal and democratic administration against Fascist and militarist 
conspiracies framed by the Anglo-Americans." 

The EDA's tactic is progressively to push Greece to the left by 
infiltrating the apparatus of the state, in education, in the army, in the 
police, and in all the positions from which it is possible to exercise a 
public function, in short, to gain ground on the level of Ideology, of 
organization, and of politics to transform the present democracy into a 
democracy of the left, which would then be the first stage of a further 
evolution, and to do all this before the enemy can even become aware of 
what Is going on. With this tactic the EDA has already achieved numerous 
successes: abandonment of active antl-Communism, dissolution of anti¬ 
communist organizations, liberation of 850 Communist militants condemned in 
the past yeara to heavy prison terms, infiltration into all the realms of 
social life, conquest from within of the labor unions and the peasants' 
unions as well as the students' associations, and the creation of a "fifth 
column" within the centrist party, etc. 

The EDA leaders are thus doing everything to avoid actions and 
initiatives which could alarm those who refuse to accept Communism. They 
went so far, for example, as to use all their authority to stop the 
general strike which was supposed to have taken place all over the country 
on 7 September of last year. They were afraid that the mass movement 
could favor the union of the centrist majority with the right to safeguard 
the regime against the Communist threat should such a threat become too 
open and obvious. They preached "patience" and optimism and are trying 
to show the leaders of the FCG that the country is slipping quietly to 
the left without either disorders or spectacular overthrows, but 
Inexorably. 

This tactic,- certainly profitable for the Communists and especially 
dangerous for democracy, has nonetheless provoked a storm of protests in 
the ranks of the EDA. The crisis which was brewing in the party finally 
exploded. Those who disapproved the tactic of "progressive slipping" (to 
the left) denounced the EDA leaders, criticizing them for having made the 
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Communist movement the slave of the liberal bourgeoisie and for having 
transformed the EDA, from the avant garde party which it should be. Into 
the lackey of the liberal bourgeois party of the centrist union. "In fact, 11 
they say, "We have given up our objectives for a few little reforms which 
the liberal bourgeoisie has agreed to concede to us to win our support; 
the EDA chiefs are abandoning the leftist masses to the bourgeoisie, they 
are rejecting the people's struggles, they are making the authentic objectives 
of the Communist movement take a back-seat so as not to frighten the 
bourgeoisie. The militants are disoriented and, what is worse, they are 
seeking shelter in the centrist party." 

Thus, according to these critics, the EDA is at present a party which 
employs Communist terminology, proclaims its fidelity to the Communist 
dogma, has as its final objective (but remote and half-forgotten) the 
Communist revolution, but at the same time applies an unprincipled opportun* 
1st policy, follows in the wake of the centrist liberal bourgeoisie and 
is forced to achieve its objectives not with fighting but with "making 
deals" with the center, and trying to infiltrate its ranks and conquer it 
from within. To do this, the EDA dissimulates its true face and uses every 
artifice to cheat the voters and the center leaders themselves. In its 
turn, the center is trying to obtain the 6ame things at the expense of the 
EDA and is attempting progressively to assimilate itself into the mosses, 
seducing them with a few concessions, adopting certain of their slogans and 
using some of their methods. The result of all this—still according to the 
same leftist critics—is that the EDA is going through a phase of complete 
organizational, ideological, and political chaos. It is described as a 
flimsy party, deprived of fighting spirit, made up of opportunists and 
pseudo-Communists turning bourgeois. 

The only beneficiary of this opportunism of a counter-revolutionary 
nature is the center party, which in actuality is no better than the 
right and can hardly be differentiated from the right except by a subtle 
difference of attitude in the pursuit of the same goal: the preservation 
of the present regime with the minimum of changes. Those who are in 
disagreement with the EDA chiefs claim that the tactic applied by them is 
a betrayal of the cause of Greek Communism. Bather than accept the 
compromises and allow Itself to be pulled along by the liberal bourgeoisie, 
the left should have followed the route of struggle, practicing a more 
combative policy, triggering a great mass movement, and profiting from the 
crisis on the right, from the new social climate created after its fall and 
from the revolutionary tendencies of the masses, to the end of deepening 
the changes registered after the elections of l6 February 1964, and giving 
them a better foundation in content. 

Those who are opposed to the official leadership state that the EDA 
chiefs have Imposed a situation upon the party which cancels any hope of 
internal renovation. Furthermore, the opportunist line of the EDA is not 
only the effect of local and national causes: is is equally the result of 
Moscow's general revisionist line. Therefore (these critics conclude), it 
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Is necessary to reorganize a left consistent within itself and outside the 
EDA. 


On this ideological basis there exist today in Greece, outside and 
In polemic with the EDA, the following tendencies: 

a) The pro-Chinese Communists. They are grouped in two organizations 
the "Union of Friends of the New China" and the "Committee for the Recog¬ 
nition of People’s China." The first publishes a monthly bulletin, the 
Greek-Chinese Chronicle, and the second organizes demonstrations periodic¬ 
ally to support Peking. In the summer of I96U- the pro-Chinese furthermore 
founded a publishing house which has already published many volumes and 
pamphlets translated from the Chinese. Finally, since last October, they 
have been publishing a monthly Journal, The Rebirth /given in Italian as 

La Rinasclta ; Greek title not provided/ which in its first number proposes 
as its object to struggle "for the rebirth of the international and Greek 
Communist movements and against Moscow's revisionism and the opportunism 
of the EDA." This journal has met with a favorable reception among the 
oldest Communists, among those who have recently come out of prison and 
among groups of intellectuals. It seems, finally, that the Greek pro-Chinese 
forces have the use of conspicuous material means and a relatively small, 
but highly articulate organization. 

b) The Communists of the third route. These, grouped in the 
organization "The Friends of the New Country," support a line halfway 
between Moscow and Peking but are nonetheless closer to China than to the 
USSR. They proclaim that all over the world the authentic revolutionary 
centers are currently aimed at the Afro-Aslan and Latin American countries, 
and they Invite the left and the Greek people to imitate the example of 
those countries struggling in a revolutionary manner to achieve Independence 
in neutrality and bringing to life a socialism in conformity with the Greek 
situation. Their organization publishes a monthly bulletin. The leaders 

of this group are defined by the pro-Chinese as "revisionists and Trotsky- 
Ites." Their ideas exercise a certain Influence on the students and workers 
of the left. 

c) The ftrotskyites. At one time these were rather numerous in Greece 
and even more powerful than the Stalinists (1929-31)* But subsequently, 
especially during the Second World War and immediately afterwards, they 
have been nothing but little groups without any real Importance. At present 
these groups are being reorganized on a rather more solid basis, and they 
are pursuing a certain kind of activity more intensively; they publish 
periodicals and pamphlets and the EDA is beginning to be concerned about 
what certain of them are already calling "the rebirth of Greek Trotskyism." 
Their Influence makes itself felt most directly in Salonlca, among the 
students, the Intellectuals and the artists. 

d) The Communists of the right. These are not favorable to the 
application of a more revolutionary tactic, but to an ever greater approach 
and accommodation to the centrist party. They are asking for the "modern- 
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lzatlon of the left", the abandonment of the old methods and the creation 
of a democratic party of the left which would collaborate with the center 
in a stable fashion and would proceed at the same time to the revision 
on the theoretical plane of Marxist Ideology. The leader of this last 
group is L. Apostolu, formerly a member of the Central Committee of the FCG, 
returned Just a few years ago from exile in Roumania. He has recently 
published a pamphlet on the necessity of forming a party for "rebuilding 
the Greek left." At the moment, this tendency, protected by the left wing 
of the administration party and by the newspaper Elefterls /Elephteris; 
Liberty/ of the center-left, has not yet raised a significant echo in the 
country. 

Outside of these four groups, the most numerous of which is that of 
the pro-Chinese, there exists a myriad of minor tendencies, even within 
the EDA, where nepotism reigns and where therefore the currents and 
factions fight it out with ferocious passion. The crisis of Greek 
Communism is a reality, but the non-Communist political circles and the Greek 
state itself are not capable of exploiting it the way they have to to 
derive all possible advantage from it. On the other hand, the Communists, 
despite their dissension and their Internal struggles, are succeeding in 
bringing forward every day the progressive "slipping" of the country towards 
the left. 

2731 
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PUBLICATION OF VOLUME FOUR OF THE SELECTED WORKS 
OF MAO TSE-TUNG IN ALBANTSN 


Following is a translation of an article by Kristaq Prifti 
entitled, "Comments on the Publication of the Fourth Volume 
of the Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung in Albania" in the 
Albanian-language monthly organ of the Central Committee of 
the Albanian Workers 1 Party (Communist), Rruga e Partise 
(The Party Road), No # 1, Tirana, January 1?65, pages 63-7 U* 


Some time ago the fourth volume of the Selected Works 
of Mao Tse-tung appeared in Albania. 

Volume four of Mao Tse-tung's Selected Works contains 
the works written during the period from March 1941', to Au¬ 
gust 1945. In these works, Mao Tse-tung, putting the Marx- 
ist-Leninist theory into practice in the Chinese revolution, 
deals with the question of the organization of resistance 
and victory over the Japanese imperialists, the question of 
strengthening the national anti-Japanese united front and 
opposing the capitulationist policy of the Kuomintang clique, 
and the question of the broadening and strengthening of the 
bases of support for the construction of the new, indepen¬ 
dent and democratic China after the war. Much space in these 
works is devoted to questions of the internal structure of 
the Party, the characteristics of the tasks and the role of 
the Party in the new historic stage of the Chinese revolu¬ 
tion, questions of the strengthening and tightening of the 
Party's ranks, the efforts of the Chinese Communist Party 
[hereafter referred to as the CCP] to correct its style of 
work and to purify the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist ideo¬ 
logy of the Party, and questions of the Party's policy in 
the field of culture, especially in that of literature and 
art. 

China's internal and international situations in the 
last years of the war against Japan are analyzed in detail 
in the works devoted to the development of the war against 
the Japanese aggressors and the tasks of the CCP. 
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After Northeast China had been occupied by the Japan¬ 
ese imperialists on 7 July 1937, the Japanese started a war 
designed to subjugate the whole of China and to convert it 
into a colony belonging to Japan. Thus began the general 
war of national liberation of the Chinese people against 
the Japanese aggressors. 

While the Chinese people were trying in every way to 
resist the Japanese, the Chiang Kai-shek clique held a vacil¬ 
lating and capitulationist attitude toward the Japanese ag¬ 
gressors. Exploiting this capitulationist and anti-people 
policy of the Chiang Kai-shek clique, the Japanese imperial¬ 
ists, in a year and three months, down to October of 1938, 
occupied six provinces of North China as well as a good part 
of the territory of East and South China. The Kuomintang's 
army withdrew from Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, Nanking, Can¬ 
ton, and Wuhan as far as the province of Szechwan. 

The year 1941 was the fifth year of the national-lib¬ 
eration struggle of the Chinese people against the Japanese 
invaders. The heroic resistance of the Chinese people under 
the leadership of the CCP and the capitulationist and passive 
attitude of the Kuomintang clique toward the Japanese aggres¬ 
sors as well as its efforts to disrupt the forces of the CCP 
are examined in the works of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, entitled 
M Some Questions Put to the Kuomintang; 1 "A Comment On the 
Eleventh Plenary Session of the Kuomintang’s Central Execu¬ 
tive Committee and the Second Session of the Third People's 
Political Council," "Our Study and the Current Situation," 
and "On Coalition Government." 

At the end of 1938, after having occupied a good part 
of China, the Japanese militarists were obliged to undertake 
a strategic attack and to concentrate their main forces on 
their rear lines against the liberated areas led by the CCP. 
In connection with this question, Comrade Mao Tse-tung in 
his work "Our Study and the Current Situation" wrote that 
"...But after occupying Wuhan in October 1938, the Japanese 
imperialists began to change their policy, starting to set 
store by the Communist Party and to slight the Kuomintang; 
they changed their policy towards the Kuomintang to one of 
political baits for capitulation as the chief means with 
military blows as the supplementary, and gradually turned 
their main forces against the Communist Party." (Selected 
Works of Mao Tse-tung , Volume Four, page 219, Albanian edi¬ 
tion.) [all references cited hereafter shall be from Select- 
ed Works , Volume Four.] 

The change in the policy of Japanese imperialism is 
to be explained by the successes won by the CCP in the strug¬ 
gle to organize resistance against the aggressors and to 
broaden the liberated areas. By the end of 1940, the popu¬ 
lation in the liberated areas had reached 100 million, and 
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the numerical strength of the Liberation Army had reached 
500,000 men, while the number of members in the CC? had 
reached 800,000. This created a broad front of liberated 
areas and thus impeded the Japanese bandits in developing 
their strategic designs on the Kuomintang front for a full 
five years. Opportunities were thus created for developing 
a broad war against the Japanese invaders. 

But the traitorous Chiang Kai-shek clique continued 
its capitulationist policy and, instead of mobilizing the 
army against the Japanese aggressors, began to follow toward 
them a passive policy hostile to the CCP. In the work "A 
Comment On the Eleventh Plenary Session of the Kuomintang's 
Central Executive Committee and the Second Session of the 
Third People's Political Council," Comrad% Mao Tse-tung wrote 
"Adapting themselves to the Japanese imperialists' demand of 
'attacking the Communists and tempting the Kuomintang,' the 
defeatists and capitulators within the Kuomintang have all 
along advocated capitulation. All the time they have endeav¬ 
oured to instigate an anti-Communist civil war...." (page 
185.) Thus, the two different lines in the stand toward 
Japanese imperialism were matched by two fronts of the forces 
of the single front: the active front of the liberated areas 
led by the CCP and the passive and capitulationist front of 
the Kuomintang. 

At a time when the CCP was mobilizing the people in 
the war against the Japanese invaders, Chiang Kai-shek was 
holding talks aimed at coming to terms with the Japanese, 
and withdrew his military forces from the front and threw 
them against the Eighth Route Army of the CCP and the lib¬ 
erated areas in the north of China. This was the first anti- 
Communist campaign of the Kuomintang in the period of the 
anti-Japanese war, which was defeated by the Eighth Route 
Army under the leadership of the Communist Party. 

The period of 1941-42 occupies an important place in 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works. This was one of the most dif¬ 
ficult and at the same time most heroic periods in the his¬ 
tory of the Chinese people's war against the Japanese. In 
June of 1941, Hitlerite Germany treacherously attacked the 
Soviet Union, while in December Japan began the war in the 
Pacific Ocean. In preparing to attack the Soviet Union, 
Japan attempted to "clear" her rear lines in China of the 
forces of the People's Army. But these attempts also mis¬ 
carried thanks to the steadfastness of the CCP and the cor¬ 
rect leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung. 

The Japanese militarists concentrated 75% of their 
occupation forces against the liberated areas and the Peo¬ 
pled Army. By pursuing the barbaric policy of the "three 
everythings", namely "burn everything, destroy everything, 
and plunder everything", the Japanese aimed to disrupt the 
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forces of the CCP. Meanwhile, the capitulationist tenden¬ 
cies of the Kuomintang clique and its hostile attitude to¬ 
wards the CCP became still more intensified. At the 
end of 1941, the Chiang Kai-shek clique organized its sec¬ 
ond anti-Communist campaign, attacking the staff of the 
Fourth Army and its 10,000 fighters as they rode into Anhwei 
Province. Since the Kuomintang threw 80,000 soldiers against 
them, the 10,000-man column of the Fourth Army was virtually 
wiped out. In the middle of 1941, with the intensification 
of the attack of the Japanese aggressors against the forces 
of the CCP, the Kuomintang clique declared a blockade of the 
liberated areas, concentrating 700,000 soldiers there. 

Under these conditions, the People’s Army during 1941- 
1942 lost a part of its forces and of the liberated areas. 
The population of the liberated areas dropped to 50 million, 
while the numerical strength of the Liberation Army declined 
from 500,000 to 300,000 men. Nevertheless, the CCP under 
the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung was equal even to this 
difficult situation. ’’Although we suffered heavy losses dur¬ 
ing this phase,” wrote Mao Tse-tung, ”we have held our own 
and repulsed the Japanese invaders’ offensives as well as 
the Kuomintang’s second anti-Communist upsurge.” 

In these difficult years, the CCP by its heroic ex¬ 
ample and its own all-embracing work strengthened the belief 
in victory in the conscience of the people. It showed the 
Chinese people that China possessed the inexhaustible inter¬ 
nal forces needed to win the victory over the Japanese colon¬ 
ial imperialists. The chief way to make full use of all the 
internal forces was to strengthen further the national anti- 
Japanese united front. Hence, the CCP carried on a determin¬ 
ed fight to broaden and strengthen this front. In the arti¬ 
cle ’’Expose the Munich Plot in the Far East,” written on 25 
May 1941, Comrade Mao Tse-tung wrote: ’’The armed forces and 
the people under Communist leadership are already the main¬ 
stay in the War of Resistance.” (page 30.) 

As a result of the heroic struggle of the Chinese peo¬ 
ple against the Japanese invaders, by 1943 the situation on 
all fronts of the anti-Japanese war being waged by the Peo¬ 
ple's Army began to change in favor of the revolutionary and 
patriotic forces of China. The territory of the liberated 
areas was enlarged. By April 1954, the numerical strength 
of the People’s Army had reached 910,000; in the voluntary 
units there were 2,900,000 men; the population of the lib¬ 
erated areas led by the Communist Party had reached 95,500,00CL 
The overwhelming majority of the population of the liberated 
areas and of the territories controlled by the Kuomintang 
government saw in the CCP its leader, the revolutionary force 
which was capable not only of ensuring the organization of 
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victory over the Japanese invaders but also of leading it 
in the fight to create a new, independent and democratic 
China. 

The CCP successes in the fight against the Japanese 
invaders were due not only to the heroism of the fighters 
and the working masses led by the Party, but also to the 
correct and wise policy pursued by the CCP in the liberated 
areas. Comrade Mao Tse-tung in his works, "Economic and Fi¬ 
nancial Problems During the Anti-Japanese War," "Let Us Get 
Organized," "We Must Learn To Do Economic Work," "Production 
Is Also Possible in the Guerrilla Zones'/ etc., formulated 
the program of the movement which was developing in that 
period under the Party's leadership for the development of 
production in the liberated areas. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung put in first place the need to 
strengthen further the power of the national anti-Japanese 
united front of support bases, on the basis of the strength¬ 
ening of the principles of centralization, direction, and 
keeping close touch with the working masses. The anti-Japan¬ 
ese democratic power in the liberated areas v/as a dictator¬ 
ship of revolutionary classes united with combat traitors 
and imperialism. This power, as Mao Tse-tung demonstrates, 
was erected on the basis of the principle of the "three 
third's," according to which the three forces, namely the 
CCP (which represented the proletariat and the poor peasan¬ 
try), the progressive elements (which represented the petty 
bourgeoisie) and the intermediate elements (which represent¬ 
ed the middle bourgeoisie and the educated employees) each 
had a right to one-third of the places in the organs of power 
and in the administrative institutions. 

The power of the national united front in the liber¬ 
ated areas rested primarily on the alliance of the working 
class with the peasantry, while its leadership belonged ab¬ 
solutely to the CCP. This power had the task of defending 
the people fighting the Japanese invaders, of regulating the 
interests of all the social strata which stood in combat po¬ 
sitions against the Japanese invaders, and of organizing the 
common struggle against the aggressors 

In the works of Volume Four, Comrade Mao Tse-tung like¬ 
wise discusses the change in the agrarian policy of the CCP 
in the period of the war against the Japanese invaders. While 
in the period of the Second Revolutionary Civil War (1927- 
1937) the Party considered the agrarian revolution its chief 
task, now, in the period of the war against the Japanese in¬ 
vaders, it was the union of all the forces in a national anti- 
Japanese front, the expulsion of the fierce enemy of the Chi¬ 
nese people and the existence of China, namely Japanese im¬ 
perialism. The principal and sharpest conflict in this period 
was that between China and Japanese imperialism. "The Party's 



tactical line at present is different in principle from 
that in the past. In the past we opposed the landlords and 
the counter revolutionary bourgeois, but at present we unite 
with all the landlords and the bourgeois who are not opposed 
to the Resistance to Japan... (We need) a policy of uniting 
with all social strata opposed to Japanese imperialism and 
establishing a united front with them...." (Pages 12-13.) 

At the same time, the Party fought the unstable and 
capitulationist elements as well as all reactionaries who 
were against the Communists and the people. n The present 
policy,** wrote Comrade Mao Tse-tung, "is a dual policy, com¬ 
bining 'alliance* with 'struggle,"* (page 13.) 

In accordance with this policy, the Communist Party 
replaced the demand for the confiscation of the lands of the 
landlords and their distribution among the peasants, i.e., 
the liquidation of the landlord class which was carried out 
in the agrarian revolution of 1927-37, by the demand for a 
lowering of the land rent and the interest rate on loans. 

Such a policy, on the one hand, would make it possible to 
preserve the united front, while, on the other hand, it would 
restrict the exploitation of the peasants by the landlords 
and improve the economic situation of the peasantry. 

The movement to lower the land rents, which spread 
over the territory of the support bases, was one of the im¬ 
portant factors promoting the rise in agricultural produc¬ 
tion. Comrade Mao Tse-tung stressed that the movement for 
land rent reduction should be carried out by the peasant 
masses themselves, led by the Party, and should be based on 
the activity of the organizations and the peasant masses. 

With the object of overcoming the great economic and 
financial difficulties, the scarcity of foodstuffs and cloth¬ 
ing, which was caused by the scheming of the Japanese imper¬ 
ialists and their barbaric crimes, as well as by the encir¬ 
clement and blockade organized by the Kuomintang, Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung followed a course of "developing the economy 
in order to ensure survival." Mao Tse-tung emphasized that 
the Party would have to concentrate all its efforts on the 
development of agriculture and all other branches of the 
economy. All the administrative and educational institu¬ 
tions and the military units of the liberated regions would 
have to do everything possible to organize production design¬ 
ed to fill all their needs in order to overcome the financial 
and economic difficulties. 

The movement for the development of production, which 
began in the Shensi -- Kansu— Ningsia border region in 
1942, spread thereafter into the other liberated areas which 
were in the enemy’s rear. 

During the movement for the development of production, 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung also launched the slogan "...campaign 
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for the army's support of the government and protection of 
the people and for the people's support of the army and tak¬ 
ing care of the families of the fighters against the Japan¬ 
ese invaders." (page 179.) This means that the army units 
were to support the organs of power and care for the popu¬ 
lation. It was necessary that the population should be help¬ 
ed by the government and army in developing agriculture, 
animal husbandry and handicrafts. Comrade Mao Tse-tung 
stressed that during three months of the year the fighter 
should work in production, while for nine months he should 
engage in military training and take part in military oper¬ 
ations. "If in our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, so 
heroic and resourceful on the battlefield, every one is not 
only able to fight and so mass work, but is also skilled in 
production, we need not fear any difficulty and shall be, 
in the words of Mencius, 'invincible under the sun."' (page 
204.) 

Already back in the years of the struggle against the 
Japanese invaders, the Party spread the first, lower forms 
of cooperation among the peasant masses. "At present," wrote 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, "the most important form in which we 
should organize the masses along economic lines is the coop¬ 
erative... Our economy is new-democratic, and our co-opera¬ 
tives are at present still organizations of collective labour 
founded on the basis of individual ownership (i.e., the basis 
of private property)." (pages 206-207.) 

The form of cooperation most widespread in that period 
consisted of mutual aid brigades and "work exchange teams," 
which were the product of the activity of the working masses 
themselves and which helped to raise farm production. 

The movement for the development of production and 
the whole policy pursued by the CCP under the leadership of 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung yielded great results. A year after 
the beginning of this movement, Comrade Mao Tse-tung declar¬ 
ed that the movement had brought great successes, had result¬ 
ed in great advances in all fields of production, which had 
changed outright the face of the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia border 
zone. Farm production has been raised in all the liberated 
areas, industrial enterprises had been established, and there 
had been an increase in the output of heavy industry, petro¬ 
leum products, steel, military equipment, chemicals, glass, 
chinaware and the textile industry. The CCP had successfully 
overcome the period of greatest difficulties in the war a- 
gainst the Japanese invaders and had armed itself with a 
wealth of experience which would help it later to direct the 
construction of Socialism. 

The successes ensured by the Party on the economic 
level caused the miscarriage of the policy of blockade and 
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destruction of the Party’s forces, and resulted in the cre¬ 
ation of the material base of production, which played an 
important role in the victory over the Japanese imperialist 
invaders. 

Also contained in Volume Four of the Selected Works 
are a number of articles, speeches and worksof Comrade Mao 
Tse-tung devoted to the ideological and organizational 
strengthening of the CCP, the political education of Commu¬ 
nists, the problems of the development of Marxism-Leninism, 
the uniting of theory with practice, and the ability to prac¬ 
tice Marxist-Leninist theory under the concrete historical 
conditions of China. The settling of these questions was 
closely connected with the fact that the party had been join¬ 
ed by a whole mass of new members and that the activity of 
the CCP had been greatly expanded. From the 40,000 members 
which were in the Party’s ranks in 1937, the number had ri¬ 
sen, by 1940, to 800,000. In addition, the Party was a 
guiding force and inspiration in the struggle to liberate 
the Chinese people, numbering hundreds of millions. 

All this required further perfecting of the Party’s 
style of work, the raising and strengthening of the ideolog¬ 
ical level of the Communists. 

In the difficult years of the struggle with the ene¬ 
mies of the CCP under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, 
it carried on a great struggle to correct the style in Party 
work and to educate its cadres in Marxism-Leninism. That 
struggle found its reflection in Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works 
’’Rectify the Party’s Style in Work,” ’’Oppose the Party ’Eight- 
Legged Essay*,” and ”On Methods of Leadership.” 

In the years of the national-liberation struggle of 
the Chinese people against imperialism, the CCP had become 
a mass Party, strong and monolithic from the ideological, 
political and organizational viewpoint. But owing to the 
harmful consequences of the left deviation which predominated 
for a long time, there were still manifestations of petty 
bourgeois ideology and a petty bourgeois style in work in 
the Party’s ranks. As Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out, these 
manifestations were likewise connected with the existence 
of a broad class of petty bourgeoisie, primarily peasant, 
surrounding the Party in the war years. A good part of 
Party members were men who had come from the advanced pea¬ 
santry or the petty bourgeoisie. These brought into the 
Party a petty bourgeois ideology and style in work which 
impeded the execution of the correct line of the CCP. Hence, 
the chief aim of the movement for the correction of the style 
in work was the further strengthening of the unity and ideo¬ 
logical and organizational solidarity of the Party. 

The main content of the movement to correct the style 
in work was the fight against petty bourgeois ideology and 
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the petty bourgeois style in work, which manifested them¬ 
selves in the form of subjectivism, sectarianism and the 
Party 'eight-legged essay'. "Subjectivism, sectarianism and 
the Party 'eight-legged essay' — all three are anti-Marxist 
and are needed not by the proletariat but by the exploiting 
classes. They reflect petty bourgeois ideology in our Party." 
(page 70.) 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung made an appeal to the whole 
Party to fight subjectivism in correcting the style of 
teaching in the Party, to fight sectarianism in correcting 
the style in Party work, and to fight the Party 'eight-leg¬ 
ged essay' in correcting the style of Party literature. 
Subjectivism, in the last analysis, forms the ideological 
roots of sectarianism and the Party 'eight-legged essay'. 
"Subjectivism is an incorrect approach in study, opposed 
to Marxism-Leninism and incompatible with the Communist 
Party." ( Ibidem , "Rectify the Party's Style in Work," page 
46.) Hence^ the movement to correct the style in work rep¬ 
resented in itself an ideological revolution, the content 
of which was the fight against subjectivism. Comrade Mao 
Tse-tung emphasized that the fight against subjectivism is 
of extraordinary importance, of prime importance. In the 
last analysis subjectivism formed the ideological roots of 
the right and left opportunism which manifested themselves 
in the CCP in the years of the 1924-1927 Revolution and the 
Second Revolutionary Civil War. Hence, the fight against 
subjectivism in the ideological field would make it possi¬ 
ble to liquidate opportunism definitively in the political 
field and would prevent its later resurrection. 

Subjectivism manifests itself in two forms: in the 
form of doctrinairism and empiricism. Both the exponents of 
doctrinairism and those of empiricism see only particular 
sides of phenomena, and do not see the phenomena as a whole. 
The supporters of doctrinairism sneered at practice, did 
not understand revolutionary practice in China and wanted 
to solve everything by book phrases learned by heart with¬ 
out knowing how to put into practice the things they had 
learned. 

While the empiricists sneered at theory and proceeded 
in all things from their limited experience, they relied on 
their experience outside the masses. They lacked theoretical 
Marxist-Leninist leadership. 

As regards sectarianism, it is the expression of sub¬ 
jectivism in organization questions, while the Party 'eight¬ 
legged essay' is a form of manifestation of subjectivism and 
sectarianism. "The poison of subjectivism and sectarianism 
hidden in the Party 'eight-legged' essay,' if allowed to 
spread,will do harm to both the Party and the country." 

(page 79.) 
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The sectarians implanted in the Party a spirit of 
isolation, of so-called independence from the Party, advan¬ 
ced special interests to the foreground and did not take the 
general interest into consideration, placed their own "ego" 
in the forefront, i.e., disseminated individualism, disdain¬ 
ed one another, behaved haughtily toward the partyless masses, 
disregarded them and sought to isolate the Party from the 
broad masses of the people. "All sectarian ideas are imbued 
with subjectivism and are incompatible with the practical 
needs of the revolution, hence the struggle against subjec¬ 
tivism and the struggle against sectarianism should go on 
simultaneously." (page 61.) 

The defenders of the Party * eight-legged essay* were 
not able to analyze things and phenomena; they knew only 
how to cite certain revolutionary terms and quotations. They 
were not in a position to pose any problem or analyze and 
solve it. The Party ’eight-legged essay* not only does not 
help the revolutionary spirit, but, on the contrary, may 
very easily throttle it. 

Fighting subjectivism and all its manifestations 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung also pointed out the ways to overcome 
them. The most important question in this respect is the 
unity of the theory of Marxism-Leninism with the practice 
of the Chinese revolution. This principle has been a char¬ 
acteristic of the whole revolutionary activity of Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung and the whole CCP. 

"Marxism-Leninism is the most unerring, scientific and 
revolutionary truth derived from objective reality as well 
as verified by it, but many who study it regard it as life*- 
less dogma, to the detriment of the development of theory, 
doing harm to themselves as well as to other comrades. 1 ' 

(page 51.) 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung writes that to overcome subjec¬ 
tivism it is necessary for men who possess book knowledge 
to go into practical work, become men of practice, and take 
up the study of weighty practical problems, while men who 
have experience in practical work should engage in the study 
of theory so as to systematize their experience, generalize 
it from the theoretical viewpoint and avoid mistakes of an 
empirical nature. 

Of great importance in the movement to correct the 
style in work and avoid subjectivism are the method of 
leadership and precisely the necessity of maintaining the 
link between the leaders and the masses as well as the unity 
of the general slogans with the concrete direction. "The 
harder the struggle, the greater is the necessity of closely 
linking Communist leadership with the demands of the masses, 
of closely combining general Communist directives with spe¬ 
cific guidance and thus completely ending subjective and 
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bureaucratic methods of leadership." (page 160.) 

The movement to correct the style in work was asso¬ 
ciated with a fierce struggle between the representatives 
of the proletarian ideology and those of the petty bourgeois 
ideology within the Party and outside of it; it strengthen¬ 
ed the positions of the proletarian ideology, raised still 
higher the theoretical level of the directing cadres and of 
the entire Party, definitively liquidated dogmatism and the 
errors of the opportunist "left" line, and thus ensured an 
ideologic unity and an organizational solidarity not seen 
theretofore. 

The movement to correct the style in Party work cre¬ 
ated the basis not only for victory in the anti-Japanese war, 
but also for the victory of the whole democratic revolution. 
During the movement to correct the style in work, in 1942- 
1944, the Central Committee of the CCP carried on a wide 
discussion with Party cadres about questions of Party his¬ 
tory and particularly about those pertaining to the period 
1931-1934, when the errors of the "left deviation" manifes¬ 
ted themselves in the Party, The conclusions of this dis¬ 
cussion are given in Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works "Our Stud¬ 
ies and the Current Situation," and "Appendix: Resolutions 
on Some Questions in the History of Our Party." Comrade Mao 
Tse-tung exposed the roots of the "left" opportunist errors 
and emphasized that they were not a thing of the moment, but 
were the product of the specific historico-social conditions 
and precisely of the numerical preponderance of the petty 
bourgeoisie in Chinese society. The fact that the petty 
bourgeoisie formed a majority of the population in China was 
due to the domination by the semi-colonial regime in China, 
with its backwardness. Indeed, just as Comrade Mao Tse-tung's 
correct line reflected the ideology of the progressive part 
of the Chinese proletariat, so the lines of the "left" devia¬ 
tion reflected the ideology of the petty bourgeois democrats 
in China. 

The movement to correct the style of work and to study 
the Party history raised the Party’s ideological, political 
and organizational unity to a still higher degree. 

The discussion over the problems of Party history 
showed that the CCP in the fight against imperialism and 
feudalism, and against the right and "left" opportunists 
within its ranks had produced its distinguished leader Com¬ 
rade Mao Tse-tung as the representative of the Chinese pro¬ 
letariat and the entire Chinese people, who has applied in 
a creative manner the scientific theory of Marxism-Leninism 
in such a large country as China. , 

The great victories won by the CCP on the economic, 
political and ideological front, and particularly the mas¬ 
sive production movement and the movement to correct the 



style of work, brought a strengthening of the material and 
ideological base of CCP and made it possible for it to over¬ 
come the serious difficulties and successfully combat the 
Japanese aggressors to the point of completely defeating 
them. 

An important place in Volume Four of Comrade Mao Tse- 
tung's works is occupied by the Seventh National Congress 
of the CCP held in April of 1945. To this very important 
event in the history of the CCP are devoted Comrade Mao Tse- 
tung’s opening words, "The Two Fates of China," the Central 
Committee's report "On Coalition Government" rendered by 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, and his concluding remarks "How Yu Kung 
Removed the Mountaia" In the period of the Seventh Nation¬ 
al Congress of the CCP, the international situation and the 
internal condition of China had changed radically in favor 
of the CCP, the democratic forces and the whole Chinese peo¬ 
ple. As a result of the victories of the Red Army, the Fas¬ 
cist bloc was destroyed. In 1944, the Soviet Army finally 
drove the German Army from its territory and began to come 
to the aid of a number of European peoples and countries to 
free them from the Fascist yoke. 

The great successes of the Soviet Army in the war a- 
gainst Fascism created favorable international conditions 
for the Chinese people to pass over to the counteroffensive. 
The struggle of the people of the regions occupied by the 
enemy was broadened still more, which shook the foundations 
of the domination by the Japanese militarists. The partial 
counteroffensive of the military forces of the liberated 
areas, which developed on the fronts in North, Central and 
South China, resulted in broadening the liberated zones, 
which, as Comrade Mao Tse-tung emphasized, extended from 
Inner Mongolia in the north to Hainan Island in the south. 

At the time when the Seventh National Congress of the CCP 
was held, there were 19 liberated provinces in all of China 
with 95,500,000 inhabitants. The CCP was leading a large 
army made up of 910,000 fighters in addition to the forces 
of the popular militia, which numbered 2,200,000, But along¬ 
side the new, democratic China there still existed the Kuo- 
mintang China, in which ruled the reactionary clique of 
Chiang Kai-shek, which had established a regime of barbaric 
exploitation of the people and of persecution of the demo¬ 
cratic forces. On the one hand, the successes of the CCP 
and, on the other, the capitulationist and anti-people 
policy of the Kuomintang had confronted the Chiang Kai-shek 
clique with complete failure. Conditions were created in 
China for the complete liberation of the people from imper¬ 
ialism and feudalism. 

In his opening speech, Comrade Mao Tse-tung said 
that "The aim of our Congress is to overthrow Japanese 



imperialism and liberate all the Chinese people. This is 
a congress for defeating the Japanese aggressors and build¬ 
ing up a new China, for uniting all the Chinese people and 
the peoples of the whole world to win final victory.” (page 
328.) 

Speaking of the future of the Chinese people, Com¬ 
rade Mao Tse-tung wrote that "Two possible destinies av/ait 
China, a bright destiny and a gloomv destiny... But even 
when it [i.e., Japanese imperialism] is defeated, these two 
prospects will still confront us. Either a China indepen¬ 
dent, free, democratic, united and prosperous, i.e., a bright 
China, a new China with her people liberated, or a China 
semi-colonial, semi-feudal, divided, poor and weak, i.e., 
an old China.” (page 328.) 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung stressed that the CCP and the 
whole Chinese people now had every oportunity to realize the 
first course, which was favorable for the broad democratic 
strata of the people, for their future. He also discussed 
the general program and the concrete theses which the Party 
should carry out; the main task of the general program was 
to defeat completely the Japanese invaders and to build a 
new China, with a new state order based on the democratic 
alliance of the participants in the united front with the 
overwhelming majority of the people under the leadership 
democracy. The political order of the new democracy to be 
established in China presupposed the throwing off the foreign 
yoke on the Chinese nation, and the withdrawal of the feudal 
and Fascist yoke from the country. It likewise presupposed 
that an end would be put to the dictatorship of a single 
party, the Kuomintang, and that a democratic coalition gov¬ 
ernment made up of representatives of the CCP, the Kuomintang 
and all the other forces making up the united front would be 
created; that political liberties would be guaranteed to 
the masses of the people; that a popular army of the entire 
Chinese people would be created; that the agrarian reform 
would be carried out on the basis of the principle, ”Every 
farmer shall have his own land”; that measures would be 
taken to develop industry, culture and education in order 
to improve the condition of the people; etc. 

Realization of these demands forming the Party's min¬ 
imum program would make it possible for the Chinese people 
to free themselves from imperialism and feudalism and pro¬ 
ceed to realize the maximum program in the construction of 
Socialism and Communism in China. 

Comrade Mao Tse-tung declared that the experience 
gained from the three revolutions and the war against the 
Japanese invaders showed that without the activity of the 
CCP, without the Chinese Communists as the backbone of the 



Chinese people, it was impossible to ensure China's indepen¬ 
dence; that the united front and the democratic power to 
be established throughout China could exist only under the 
leadership of the proletariat and the CCP. 

In the fight to realize the decisions of the Seventh 
National Congress, the CCP mobilized all the people to defeat 
the Japanese invaders. The entrance of the Soviet Union into 
the war against Japan on 8 August, 1945 brought the libera¬ 
tion of China still nearer. While the Soviet Army was free¬ 
ing Northeast China, the Chinese People's Army freed North 
and Central China and reached the gates of Peking, Tientsin 
and Shanghai. The heroic struggle of the Chinese people for 
the complete rout of the Japanese invaders played a very 
great role in winning the victory for the international anti- 
Fascist front. In this connection, J. V. Stalin wrote: "The 
Chinese people and their Liberation Army, regardless of the 
machinations of the Kuomintang, played a great role in the 
matter of liquidating the Japanese imperialists. The strug¬ 
gle of the Chinese people and its Liberation Army radically 
facilitated the task of defeating the aggressive Japanese 
forces." With the signing of the act of Japan's capitula¬ 
tion on 2 September 1945, the national-liberation struggle 
of the Chinese people against Japanese imperialism came to 
an end. However, because of the intervention of American 
imperialism and the support which it gave to the bankrupt 
Chiang Kai-shek clique, the Chinese people were unable to 
ensure their freedom and independence at that time. The 
Chinese people and the CCP needed to wage still another 
fierce and glorious war against the Chiang Kai-shek clique 
and American imperialism, the Third Revolutionary Civil War 
(1945-1949), which ended in the victory of the Chinese Peo¬ 
ple's Democratic Revolution, with the proclamation of the 
People's Republic of China, which is the greatest victory 
of the Chinese people, making them the masters of their for¬ 
tunes and opening up to them the road to the construction of 
Socialism and Communism. 


- END - 
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